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YD I 

r t e l v l on y a my 0 e • 0 

Lop z , he r of t f i r t g ol ·. 1- or i , 0 - -

or remai n u nr l i z d . Thi h -· _ to oal ev t h 

t l y ignor d b r nea l y 11 0 t _ e h i 0 he 0 -
"v 1t h ta i g t a .. 1ou d lvin fa m t r i 1 . 0 t 0 -

n V L t eme t o e C e t hei ot · ce i t hei C a.vi or 

lab i h e es, hi h l oed th er 1 0 

ho a rl ~ col or ul a Ts li 0 n. i a i 0 0 i r ' i g 

u tion e i tho thr ou h r j d· o e or i gno - . ce · t h e t u t h . 

a f or + is h i tor io 1 event re i e fo _ s o lo~ overe 

i • t du of gleat , 1 d J e · • I.- r hal l r ece i ved t h e o or l' 8 

p 

ano se a Lop ez . 

X r go, i n c v e s -ti 01 wi tl , r • • • ~ i vera , ief of 

OU ... ' -..,o I t e p ra t ers ve y acti e memb er 0.1. Ramo a 

, :;a . 1 f tiv cr c of the Gol de · est , I tol him of this dire 

bition to s e a monumen t erected soma d y upon 1 ot , 

h e 

or t . t 

0 

d ab out 

po t h e e gol d was i rst discovered , too rmnemorate this im­

,.. e iL"g • ut th - t I seeme helpless t accomplish my desire . 

r. Rivera be·o me eat l i ter s t &d, and ur t;ed me to fi cl the 

1 n , whe r t h · pr oi ous e t al firs t c e to light, a. · e. -

o s . u e th 001 en t of t he uwner, ei t h r to sel l or to do i1.ate 

of ouu.o. t the ) o_p r site, and ass"Jre ' me t hat he .i: ative 

Gol den ·t , o 1e o · who se ri i.1cipal aims is to m rk hist or-

i o· l l~~·"""' ........ r ks , would carr.,r my plans to oom_plation . 

o, ve y ho efully, I be n rey L1vestib tions . Little did I 



ho 1 l b 

f r I# 0 0 

0 h or 

C 0 0 0 0 

t 1, c ~t 1 1 

Ci "0 0, u u yo 0 l 

t 0 .., . t r 

u r:, a tiol ~e tio ._ i t .i8J':. 0 

a 0 !' 11 ' rn 

ao . d ra i n i i , .. -~ l .;l.' t i C, 1 0 op-

r ·t ) t .i rr o I r V O O t'" 0 Ul3 e f 
a .. 1 1 i 00 "t 

· cl 1• - l .D r o ·l , . en-t ,,A. ., 

0 0 ._ 0 l l ol n L1 h PltW - ·i to. h 0 u l m t .~ C 

0 l t • I · 11 ,d t is n' . 0 t h e t le .w u r to 1 
' 

ld 

i ~ i ?'ti 
,.., 

• ..i.G va t 1rnfo 'r ld ,i t) .., C: • ... .I. 

.S u e oh !:;1{(3 L
1 lf h u·,, l 0 th l . ! O:..Lllu ·lac 

o · i Q : a fr ouly ~t, e ·. QQOO de ne, "' 01"--

·, t 
' 

o tlH· _.i..; .1 1 
0 

cou ... <; 
.) i3 t o ..... 11, ama hw: 0 _ Ol" Obt-

L .... tl t of t ·o eoeiv ~ t:i .t f) ;tl!l t} 0 e. 

r 1 1ovet.; , t t is 8 1 ' w;-,1 i .1. veat1 .... ti o~~ " , i deo I 
' •-' ' 

· e l t TO ., 1, ~ie , .c. ~i o<i fu b (.J ~ - oar ~ 

• ..Ju~ L.t l. .. t ' 
I sow 

i t::; - ~iO t it tr to t1 0 r l aorlto to jCJi ~ u o· tt. , 

ot. 

vi t ·, 1 LJ t l • :.I: • • .. alker, . ud. KO - h j. f' 

• ..J i · • ,., ii th , u.£.tirwative, l V .;o u. 

t l h t .1 o. 11ti _,ol iscov 1 4 1r 

heth r h co~ ' vO t ide elli ➔ do.· i .. ~ t i po t it 8 ~ 0U ou, d 
~ ) 



re m) 

or he erectio o~: a monume t, emo 1 to tqo 0 Lo oz 

H t h out hesitat ion h e eplie t ha t he ... 0 l · dl 0 ~ 

r a,<~u ~ grou d 0 t h . pu ._d ~-r ♦ 

. . 1 ·e u 

promi ·e by sta. i ng th t h ey ·ou l d onate e .. oug: t o D 11 . 
rrnnedia tel., , v·i t l en.r t t r ll e ith 0 d ri 

' 
I 0 -

m ~ ic· t d ;v i t '1 • s del i gh e with my 0 efe e _ 

cess 0 uir · i. g t e 1 l. . • I t u ov t · e e .. : i C rn er t o .i..i.r •· u·v-
er ol se1 .· re ,. t o e o· a.s - i st Li. 8 ) 0 Sible r • i l,J . ' 
J t the fol l o i e me t ing of .. .o a Parlor , h place t ne ' Oje _ 

the So~ of the olden ': e s t. r.J..11. e t he i.:l.i · l b, 

m e 11-S u er of o ,, eroe , and La. 1esa lub of Los n0eles 

he t s i sm of r . l i vera a d , self , joi i J. • {.-

i t he . emo · ble occ io o t he a.n iversarJ, 1.la.r oh 9 , 19J0 , 

i ova t . 

Th or ga. · za. t ior.1. is wo ki L> a r d to mako t e m n ent a ~i t tL1 1 

no le me .10 i 1 to ra.1.cisco Lopez . 

l a.st my dream of .: oa rs has be -.... real ized ! 



· 'i1H.::J HI~T G I 

.DI 

Ya r 18 2 

ique celabr ti too l · c e o r h th 0 ... thi r o ur 

1 O, b memb r 01 t 18 ~ mo a rlor of the ' t ve s 0 t ol e t 

i·aui lub , the -~ hall-uau s ... am r of mmer e , th O:I Lo 

l e 1 o a· f r ien s to omm 0 te t e 88th 1 to i iv f' the c ov-

e ./ of go d i valifo i 

p or .... t ble lace ve oun of boul ars hi oh lc-1i 

,., . u.en for '11.:1 e· rs , thic cop ice, u t 1 0; the 

1 d, 0 ith hi Ni fe a i d hat t e ,oul gl · l 0 1 ·o 

• .I. al C for 1 · ttle a k, f e e t o 0 the cl of e 1 

he ativ O!l S 0 e ona rlor rare o build a temp or mo nt of gr 1ite 

rock • for whi ch th opez :I ~ilY ere to do . .1.a te part 0 t e boulde s . 0 

t: e · 1 0 the ide 0 tne hill, t e 0 i 0 i.1. 1 mo eat e to vi 'l. 1(:;olker 

not i ied ~. olfo u . Rive ,. chief of the vount- •s Co s of te e-

er a ive 0 ' a 0 so fo the oel b ations ro ram . Mr . - vera over-

.1.i di. t he origi l mo urre t n eci ed. to put the table t OU i t . 

i 0 of the first discov ry of gold i valifor 1ia s it ten 

b ' C ez Cl.8 el e rain , au t p'.3. r as re d by .i ss Isa el Claire .. 

Lo,.. z, l kL to the iscoverer . 

i to r u ·o l n s: 

s t i ov ry of gol i ·1 C liforn · · took pl C in the mo t of ch , 

0 0 the ii isqui to . a.noho, l t r 03.lle Pl cerito 

OU. ar t e t o. tl (,ity of L s gal •--' S e Thi a..1.ch irst 

0 of n o , whL~h a f u ded in 1 797 , became b ic 

n rou 1 ( ,- tri were ta t 80 tes und r t e sup r -

'Y o• 1 r . 



f se ula.riz tion of them io s b the C 

nt Jacob a. .b"' 1 2 y Lop z de del V lle t 

as a nnt for hersalf n husband , 

pli d to the ov 

nton o del Tn.11 • 

o them. 

children . 

ft r Do tonio ' emise ,, t e 10 ... d:i id b 

ha fo ~r came to Lo gel s to 1 i ve , ner home u 

hu cl . vh re he married don o e Salzar . fte h r m rri o-

0 

the 01 

J. etu 

ith her husband to th r .ch to live . Thi l nd vs 1 t s old to· r . .. e ·h 1 

, 

! 

it ~ s in one of its c on t1: t gold as · st _ i c ove e . 1 " 1 i o _ i • nho r -

iginal i coverer of gold i · li fo:r ni ms do is o Lo ez , se~o 0 f .0on 

Juan nd Dona lor s lo a · e -ch r · n memb of' th f:i h ool 

Boa of o ... 1~·el es in the tt o ties" . rnhe public h k ovvn on .h~ cisco a only 

v· uero or oqw- boy ephyte of · 'erna.a o ~ission . 

i i erroneou. d it is o 1 fi r to him , t~t lim s e ive.1. in-

o hist e tatu a cha act r . i e p the· 1 yed i t.e evelo met int. 

J:reg.t e t hould be eaog'li zed and his men or p rpetua.ted . 

Do Juan,..- s descend~ t of earl y b~anish valifo ni a 'J.m.il . Heh d 

ri de J su D 

re · , fo · .1a 7 ears , or omo (gen ral ma.~ger ) of the mater i l "ai rs er ... 

ining to th ·sion r:t' can er nando t t he t ime when the lV'e ioan Gover nment too1{ 

ion o t e ss i u .... d Don _ ntonio del I/all , v,as lt · s.dministrato ... . OU 

P dr lf lled his duties With effic.1& ay . Pr oisoo ' s t stas were unlike 

t· oe o hi brother ~. ~sh evot d hi tim to liter tu e nd histor-1 a ~ d ,; · s 

h .l t .. ir. the !!10 ! t i l H J. l so t ook O e3.t leasure i 

... or gol • :1 h· cl t ' eJ.1 , cou a o mini ::, ' t t he ·. ou s -u olegio d 

C in the !Ji ty l d y~ of c life ni by Dr . 

10) . L this ha 1-' t hi V f4.0 tions . it hi s ife he would 

0 t.-o t t ... e hi s n i oe , Do ooba F. L. de ~ az • 

I ted seat io 01· t e 1 <. ui to ~ oh for hi own took. Oft 

2-



i l h C 

tn omn:e 0 h t 

fo the :rr.ou~1t .. s 0 ., e 1 0 t h v i 

01 ie by tru te V t h i 

g r ct r , tools . ' h 1m , he pie of 

ce of L. r 1. ou.ld d smou b 0 ~ 

.ttantivel 
' 

t he fill la t th i e t t : 'r h r . 0 

ti o . ut ~ ari bly hi Jrospe · in rn t i • 9 

0 :l oisoo ell UC t r;l i h • i hl 

due tio i the 't o· : ex o 
' 

eno is e C 

we r ofioien 11 hat l e 'I s ser e U" ·• 

a man. ers r t 0 e t"O 0 tl 0 r: • 

Ot·e fin mor i the in (J' of 1842 , h e aki 0 0 his 0 io lo 1 

vi it to hi ni oet r ; oh , D 4 r 4 o sco m e l outi a-

i th ou: t n • b d i ttire , co too e to st rt 

on hi tri o that ev ut d h ich ould i mm o1 t li z h · s 1, , Eh He ore a w" e 

brir, eu ha.t , s lk handker hief -oun hi neck a u~ .tlat cl oves~ c s.r rs 

e out of b a 

1 ther belt . 

of di re_·t ol t 

pi tol hu ti k'. · f e i t ei sc bb rds on st on 

s fi sorrel. es d 1 ~ a of br 1 ath~r , ith 

the sti r ups; a. l xiaa bri le , 0 e made of horse hair 

OU d round the orse ' s eok , rifle a.cross the po el OI' 

the . dl ilu.. tee with , a.tar h ngin~ from t h$ bow of the " d le • t e 

1d h co t s lu.xuri nt with var u -a . ' S ht:J w bi di.? ood-

b e ife, A e skad b in er o e 1J il o io s hich ew in ce 

th9 C . ous • ft ,:,r ·speoti 1 the to 
' 

d taki h rd troll up . d. o n 

tne mou ai!.l • he lt r f t ued. , 1d, t hour of oon had rri d , he 

8 1 C e sh3dy t e u.d.er w ioh to e t and hav~ l unoh . oe t l the tree 8 ee 

cl ime tne 1 a t i OU h r 'v i orni • It is oak, be 

1 tr hi hor , hi " t 



blanke on th gr z, ; u dled "'te ho 

en of the .zar pa , t ut t mi t e , e .I. bo 

fet;) an s V d the 1, • tor a len , 0 

l rem mbe 'ed hi i ' ecuest . n ll.k.i i 1 t f"' 'I e • 
shpe ... ea b d bagaa to d "g up -om 0 he ild 0 1'0 y 11 

particles cli ging to th root .s, he . • 0 h t e 

om he root 
~ 

, et them do tl t rt 0 d g 1 h • u C 

L g the rth clos l , e ... udda y tart _ to his ao !l shoute n l l h V , 

found it ti Goldl Go ,., 
• 

He cot· ue i ? in d fou d mor8 o e . e b a a " ,u _ t h- o " _ lJ 

te ed b T e · houti , t inking h ru st r h d ne o lmad ,it 

dif io ad m,d to help dig. 0 r ci co the 1 fil led i moo _il ~·t t he 

rth uh d back o t e oho -ith t h 'l.:).d .s , Jh r hi wi e nd 

niece ~ h the rs of the househol ·oi h i n e j o i i . g · t the o o _ f o t 

h at last t ai e i his itio:n ter ma. y ea of f i tles.::> p spec ti 

that time a ll he wome ode horse a.ok on side saddl s n e, t 0 

ir 6V1;; :7bo \ ro e to the mis ion at n do, to i 1 ::>art the ._.at nevi:> to e " ro, t,,., rn 

t . other of ' ancisoo . rnhec e s a ha; y family reunio t the i b ion t. eve -

in e. SU e . ·as over, the oaar a.s s i a.id hy s sun.g • fte a.rds et or 

0 o±' u drilles ere d.an.oed , t rise , the ne t morning, on ran isco et ted 

fo 0 i 1th his brother and so e riends ith servants , follow--

i t r oti y th governmental authoritie of his discovery . :i1 e "Pobl no " l 

p eop l ) e e .gre tly exoi ted over the news. oon a mis ry w s despatched tote 

,J ty 0 erlco wilh the joyful eport . eu overnor 1 lv rado w s informed of the 

old disoove y, he bestowe · n .xp · 1e te , or offioi 1 title on Don oisoo i 

reao ition o the merit of his find, a t the same time he ppointe o I al , 

el 'l lle .j, o rgado de Ju tioia ( 1'h • eoord of this is found in the iatorio l u o-

iet Of ut ern C liforn1 • s oorda , Vol . a, onmissioaer ot Justio • ) • 

-4.-



II i • 6 ... 
m· to 11 r , 1 

v i ,..,. C r u 

ti ..l. y t t o .&•t .. 
0 ; 11 t uc to, 0 

d oldn c · ic- " 0 0 h t ..., • r i am e 

t t h b n li ve t e ~ m t r of t l i 

i tb f" i vi t h it gr vou i i to i "'ll 

the o or d a u it ue o e m • to ~o 0 t ~' • 

wil l r o eo t o s t 1 ' l p e :roo l 9 l 

not t e o i i 1 l i c o e 0 old 0 tt s 'l th l 

it •· 0 th t 8 a.i ove y 'l p z 

out h r ~1 · fo e ru or to t cover y t 

L ct in 18 th l o l i 'l Oh s ' 1 eri 0 on oo • ec-V 

o d is ov y J cle i t h all r , 8 C t a 1 e .~eli , -
a.~o. Te e lso p ep a ed to show th.at oth r p ... oh, ri · a L\ z , de 

t e t h d disc ove:.. o · l d t the oll ege ~ , nea e s .:i s · o i G.:-:u t 

i; rb u y . i 184 ' • 

~~ ci s co Lope , s t he ue , ·t al.:. i O! e ~ d i ·covere f gol L 

~11~0 i ~ i t e e 1 4 has , up to the re e t time , a be e ubl · l y a.c cor ed 

·i..h.o ec og-1.d tio .I,. ·tis h i s de . This m · h ve ar· s on fr om v rlou c uses. It 1a 

i b l y e e;.;.~ cou : t ed f or , i a t, beo 1..i.use of h i s n tiOn:ll i w, t or, at tha t e r l 

ft er t h e .1.,J.exi a .2.n ,/ r an the u.1it ed St a tes c or...1.i ~· i 1 , t her ·a s . t -

lly on> pr j u ice t t r h o ' l nti u , d no p rtic l r des i e 

t h p <.:lo t o \r .. i t e t o ve them promi e ca . This i s r u s h i 1 g iOr l a ., hu i t o ·te, 

r.1.3.p1 1 tr .. t · na n or his re:pu t t i o is t .le v i c t i m of circurnsta.noes . i o t h i s e· · o 

7 _p re. t: t copie s of t e a.f 'idavi t ot' t e " ~irst Gold. iscover · ii:1. Cal i ' orL · , i 18 

"... foll owL10 tr asori pt reoords w re o tlce ow.-:1e ... by .,;yrus 

L hi y ou t h ca.me to the .Puebl o de Lob els , in 1 849 ; by h is d ilJ report e 

-5-



i d fol t W hat i n 18 2 . -b o t 0 t i a mil 1 o h - , om -
d 1 r d sc o t he Pl a r ·to or p l aoe 0 0 • 

nd t i t e me e r , h iscover d. tho eli c i ' 1 

' I 18 anc so o _ rcia. was - ilote d t o, nd s h o b 'r Ci co Lo ez, 

i WO _i over ies ord h t he mL t se e t he umber o f mi . er ee e fo_ t he 

, or s . l 0 r c1 re urne to ora , ' e i ce, a d 1 the oo · r e six mo hs , 

oOJn back 1th t h irty A1ex1o n ibu i n os or pla.o r miner s . These mi e wee di-

Some -ant t Plaoar i to d om t o .... elicia o . rom t he forme p laoe , 

t e to 21 ou s of old voird.u:po is . I was weighe b David {. lexa:i e , 

hO i t ye· 1 855 de an a f i d v i t o this effeo.t ." 

ho ca.me f r om o ora, exioo, wet to t he ~elici o 

.. es 1 d from a pl ce h e was , ·ork i took out forty -

o tho or t h of ts. I t 

I 1 854 on Fr - c i co Lopez took me, Cyrus Lyo s broth r , 

f , to 11 I r om hi ch the P~d e of San ern.a.ndo issio car ied t h e 

b 

o v ' s i t e 

ission , where it was dist ille<l. for li ting purposes. 

l l iel · s h'"'retofore referred to , a n ob t · i • ed rom im 11 

tb 

0 

V 

r . 

i 

d h i tory o t he isoovery of the gold mi ne s i ... t he ,os ession. 

ez.n 

-J.... of 1850 to 1858 , there w r u ot less tha 6006 peoJ?le 

he lao ito tl u ~elioia o iues . " 

C. 

rom 

• c o t 

• t 

1. rus L~ons. pur h sed from Jos e ~sp i osa , o e 

e lii Dls. 1928 . o.- T1 is ,., s the 1 ge t ieoe 

lo li t y . " 

oeru 

• 

he old i covary • 

11 d ot 

• 

0 t h hi t o 

will re rk 

th tru 

t 



•ilOJll it i !,>OL t 0 t 

iiue 
h vint.. be n t i t er 

184 bl t 1 t ye 
1 , 0 ill, i ve 

r ci l prefe ce , h the e -1 pio. 

s ot b t on .c 

rt e ··ill L t 

done tho gh th H ave:1s all . L t J 

thi 

on t 

ti to 

r d 

ci C 

he t ut 

es . 

ct : 

L,JOV 

d. 

f. 

Lo t rt 

0 1 i"' 0 

.ar hall i 

\. 

, 1 j· 1 e e 

1 -u 1 o 

s the fir t di ave e r o 1 i "'li f orn to h 0 0 ' SC o. z , 

to · o tne-" j t l bel o1 u • tt 

ona r nci c adJ t }a· ea lL a l l th a 1., ut t O ' J 1-

m-~tio th~ fist ol i ·overy i t e t te , ~--- h took 

3 2 i torio l S c i t- or' • t :10 ~ 'J li.:.or. ia , v o • 8 , 2 , CO)i t 

of C OU. i. of it ,-- r i ch s · rs t· t tr.1.. J. i st a ""'el o .... · ' 1.:. 0 L.i CJ 

V l ve coin. d i t e u ite ot t s mi .. t i r.;· s t e J.. 

of the p r i t 
' 

d \ - S 3. r-i d i sel ~ OU.. a 

e C ~e ~O n . It 01 8 . 0 ~ .. es nd ~a ,.. 0 i te,1 t e m July 8 , 

4 , b· lf 0 i 

ouno • It s sen t 

• . ' 11 

1 

oul 

s t • 

t 1 

tt 

I s V l u • . ft -r C i i n s 'v44 . 75, ove '1 9 . 00 n 

St ns • 

·v L. ... . i " t Yeo. 'Cl " e ..... ...... 
' J.J - ...... ' 

o, 00 . 00 0 t first tw .; 0 rs ... f t t he is 0 • 

... .... Leise , 1~ t ue 1 sue 1 9, c .; s: 

11 

(_j m nt b.:r te 

iY t e ·tie 

• t .1 

,e .. 

p 0 l 7 
<ii mu.oh, 

11 t ... is t . .; rodu 1.1t of 

c o 

fro 1 2 t e: l 11 t. oth .... r .i es , 8 :;.{Ce t .. e 

Oi to t .,,. res t ti1 , d t h ield of the L l 

e h , ot exoe 
' 

i e milli llar . 

7-



t ch to i 1 , n C L ol I, . ' ..1 8 : 1f 0 l y ...:,. "'-.J ~ ... 
t ·v i u t "( ... .L.S tim L th 1 ·e 0 vir "i t . .., 

i'lni h D. o·--u . r:ia o·" th lllO f ar 1 it 

.. i h of u e c ol<l d 'P ' 

n of 184 ., a. is 0 Tish to 0 rmnemo · te th 

s 0 V t ·ith sol nu hi h 1113,G . e 

V r.,. s ot h r l go l D. fi st fou. d . 

e a b ilt yt i g s I -- 8 e· d.; .for t e tion . 

0 t e lace t ' ' ..... y be or ·dt s . 

ere i w· t h ri i:1° nbroid r d 6 wl t1 f l oor 

e .;)ki ns t . 0 e 0 ot 0 ~11 nim· 1 s . e lt r built 

hill ·h ich h be 1 V led for t le u ose. riests , 

:. is io • d one f om Lo .l" 1 oel eb .. t d 6 . ,::j ,:_ a.1 -

hoir f,...om t i e .1 :issio , e· ~h t music· s ' J. t ... s L "ers , all 

0 t . 

ili s of gel e arb ra , ,ell f om 

ro , i clu i c h me _.1. ca:mu.ss i oned b • e i c ... 

..... fores · d scove J . .e , t ic 1 

e dun er tee bi oak tree le ~ 

Of~ ce ... i t ir .li 0 

S.i 1 t e u e • ~ 

0 .1 e 0 - z , C 

z , -rit Cl 

iv e· t ... 

l d . 

i e. 

0 1 

e -

· to • r , 



, tali. l tne y o i;n .J. e h. t ooh pel ~ IJUi t . 

t l , ho 8 ·ell kno n fo her h 1 k. ~ e tot 

poor 3-·d u ortu1ate , r e ... mb t he oc s1o the t ils o t t i -

torioa.l iv r r: • in h e t elfth pre n t c;,.. th religi u 

rvi e. e t ted th t t ss d i.., d • c in , songs u. , t. e 

i:iusio h v ing be fur ish b t e 80 h'·t • 
ith nui..e roma tio t-ouoh, River s est th 0 s: t cin del 

sueno Dor do", me i " of the Gol en am" fo t let 1 C 

lub o the oak tr be e th : ioh .cranci co opez sle t ·ust b Jfore i g is 

iscov :;) · • 



CALI 0 
LO A 

IA ) 
EL Is)) s • 

Se ""':ora O Franci oa Lop z de Bel errain,bein 
;ir t duly s orn, e oee and say : 

HAT sh ao well acquainted i h an kne 8 riora 
o1 a G ta 1 i na Lo e z e Lo e z , urine; her 1 i f e ti roe; 

THAT he a niece of Franci oo Lopez, t e is-
over er of gold in Pl c eri toe Canyon an a daugnter of Pedro Lopez, 

o a rather of Fr no isco Lopez. 
H.A Catalina Lopez de Lopez ae t e a~fiant 1 

r and in or e the af ;iant that ehe had a tten ed t e irst 
a ni rers ry c el eo tion of the gold iecovery in Plaoeri toe anyon on 
ar h 9th. 1843,an th t she s then ele en years of age; t .. at s e 

and a numb er of ot ere ere, on that occasion, shown the exact lo aticn 
e g?ld discovery by Francisco Lopez t e revi ous ye r and the tr 

hi.ch Francisco Lo ez slept urin~ tne afternoon of arch 9th. 

. THAT in the autumn of 1914, uring a family reunion 
i Pl c er 1. tos -.1an on, the 1 te do~a Catalina Lo ez de Lopez, took t e 
affia3:t and others of the Lopez family to the exact spot where he slept 
his id-da siesta on March 9th. 1842; that do1a C talina Lopez e Lo­
pez, a<:)se-rt ed. on that occasion that she had a erfeot recollection of 
t e s ot n as able to indentify it 'JY t e topography the arti:'icial 
c t on t e side of the hi 11 and the loo a tion of the tree and r erie bered 
posit i el , the 1 oo t ion of the "enramada " ( Cha el made of brush) ere-
ir: ass as c ele"'..:>rated on arc 9th. 1843; that she, the affiant,has 
a perfect recollection of the spot then designated by senora dona 
Gatalina Lopez de Lopez and that the spot and site of t' e first gold 
discovery in California,is located on tne roperty of Mr. Frank E. alker 
in Placeri tos Canyon, in the County of Los Angeles,California and more 
minutely d scribed in an affidavit oft is date made ands orn to by 
r. Frank E •. alker and herein attached. 

(Signed) 77W-l,-u~ 
itnesses: 

Adlofo G. Rivera (Rubric) 

Dolores 0. de Rivera(Rubric) 

Ref io Beld errain • 

Dated in tne City of Los Angel ea, Cotmty of Los Angeles and S ate 
of California, on the 23r11. day of th e month of February nineteen-­
- nd red. and thirty ( 19 3~) 

Su ae-ribed an sworn to before me, on this 25th. ay of he mon 
of arch, nineteen nundr~d and t 1irty(l930) in tlle Oot.nty of Lo An-
geles, State of California. 

Thi ie 
G. Rivera) 
pez de Bel 

o n-:,- el 

( Sign d) Arthur B. Perkins 
Justice of the Peao e. Soledad o n­

ship, County of Los Angele , State of 
California. 

a copy of the original a fidavi t {in possession of Adolfo 
ann resented on t is date to e~cJra dofia Francisca Lo-
errain. 

•~,l< ~ ~ rch 2:::~~f1~:-3~Go~·~·~R:i~e~r=--=-~--;---:----;---
Q J~ air Hi tori al Landmar 

~ --- Rau ona Parlor, 100 ll. S .G. • 



sTA OF C LI O IA 
co- YO LO EL 

s e~ora 

s • 

rirst uly s orn, de· o se and a 
i sea Lopez Bel 

. HAT she as ell acquainted wi ha 

rra· n b 

ona J ta 11 na Lo e z Lo e z , ur i er 1 i f e time• 
. THAT she as a niece of Franci~co Lo ez, t i s-

cover er O gol in Plac eri os Canyon an a a ghter of Pe ro Lopez 
bo a rother of Francisco Lo ez. ' 

HA Cata ina Lo ez de Lo ez a t e affiant ' a 
Grand-Aunt an 1nforme the af iant t at sne had atten ed t e first 
anni ers rf c el e r tion of the g ld discovery in Placeri tos a yon on 
arch 9th. 1843,an that she s then eleven years of age; t at she 

and a number o f ot , re ere, on that occasion,shown the exact 1 atim 
of t e gold iscov r y Francisco Lopez t e previ o s year and the trEe 
un er hich Fra cisco Lo ez slept uring the afternoon of arch 9th. 
1842. 

THA in the autumn of 1914, uring a family reunion 
i Pl .oeritos "'an on, he late do:-a Catalina Lopez de Lopez,took t e 
af iant and others of the Lopez family to the exact spot where he slept 
his id-d.ay s1e ta on !arch 9th. 1842; that do1a C talina Lopez e Lo­
pez, a se_t on that occasion that she had a erfect recollection of 

es tan as able to indentify it ~y t1e topography,the arti f icial 
u on side of the hi 11 an the loo a tion of the tree and remembered 
os1t· the loo tion of the "enramada"(Chapel made of bruah) were-

ir: as a cele, r ted on March 9th. 1843; thats e, the affiant,has 
a er ... ect rec 11 ection of the spot then designated by senora dona 
Gatalina Lopez de Lo ez and that the spot and site of the first gold 

iscovery in California, is located on t 1e roperty of Mr. Frank E. alk er 
·n Plaoeritos vanyon, in the County of Los Angelea,California and more 
min tely d scribed in an affidavit of this date made and sworn to by 
r. Frank • . alker and herein attached. 

(Signed) ~~ 

itne es: 

A ofo G. Rivera Rubric 

O. de Rivera{Rubric) 

Dated in t e C1 ty of Los Angeles ,County of Los Angeles and State 
ualifornia, on the 2 r~. day of the month of February nineteen--

. red and thirty ( 19 3~) 
S a~ribed ands orn to before me, on this 25th. day of the month 

o arch. nineteen nund ed an t 1irty(l930) in the Cotnty of Los An-



Pl r.:. o 8 el s ....,o y . 

J.- r e 0 

BY O 1 f O l:r • i V e 

.LL r. A I I - p 
OF SALI :\0 •: I : 

.1. i s " cs to , e -r mi 1 ty t t en us i -- s ts a 1i:ong 

:~a t · ve n Sons,s ee t o g ov lik nus ooms 

v::.r n · g: 
' e o.ne mor e ) re i ti v e of t h e ist ri c 

r m ... n t a t u i-- m s n o k orner f or t t ~ 

1 i s r s t 8 t • nniv e ear OI o l is-

c 1 ver n th i s verJ s o t,i 1842 . 

t orl ma at t e "' i s t or ians of e 

-or t h .a y l earn a1 tat or tate authorities may t e noti e 

n se t se facts in our so oo l text books, e are 

nve · i o ay, a pla~ u o over a uoun of ' oulders lao 

e t _ r ee u a rt ers of a c en tur or more ago , an t ut la ly 

11 ear t --~r. . ~,.vr 1 e ,t ... o ~rn e 2 o the s e Jr e 1 i s e • 

L =~esa Clu , it ' a 1 e 1b ershi of 1Tative a Ado t 

.... on s o::: C 1 if r n ia , i 11 J 1 ac e a ta 1 et on y on er oak, • n e th 

e,t. e isc overer s l e this mid- ay siesta on tat 

ver tf y . 

· e fill sta ) lis y ocum ~~ ta .y evi ve,t e exa t 

of t .i. n o'J le oak, nd i. t .- near fut e,erect a 

n' f icen a 1)er anent mo .ument o "'alifornia ra ite 

ld J a, 0 mer:. rativ f i u very nd in onor of t e 

ac V er, ranci 0 Lo· ez, a tiv ..,al i .1 ..1rnian . 

A 0 ,. E I 11I 0 0 ♦ "' IT IS E I V . _ , • 

e r cla m an roa ca t r o m over t se 

0 e ill inai et t at t is Sout 

I t t r - a i e 8 of 0 r State . 
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de ose 
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. a. .• 

di 
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Cit 

r. 

saJ 

hi • 0 

f • • -'1 of .. 

t 

a . I lKer , Lg fi st ly 0 
' 

he in Lo OS 
f 1 s , 
h a p· r t-OV, r • 

sec ·o 5 
' 

t O :V shi 

na. s b e s 1 o v he s i t e o · t e ..1. t 
b ... rs. 1 r a c·s a Lopez de 

i th . • ½ of th • 
to·. sh -· 3, _orth, a. t;e 15 · 

t, 

ffidavit is to form a arcel 
s t e 3d. d y of }abrua , i 

o · L · ge 1 es , tit ate o Cal if • i · , by 
elde rai wiL essed by • dolfo G. ~ ivera, H s . 

so. de R vera, a1 ~ . 1a ugio Badler~ain, desar·bi,g t · e source 
of ::ier ( :x • Bedlarrai ) i formation as to the site of the gold isc­
overy !di which ref \:;; rence is mad to int· is attached affidavit. 

n ther depone t sa, eth not 

( signed Frank er 

• 

e ... v ra 

scr·be !l orr to be ore 0 , this first ay of 
D. l r 

• • 

( ig . } 
eace in uole-

Ol Los .. ·eles, 
~t 

y 0 t oriei 1 n·e l t to rs. ~r· oisoa Lo ez Belderra 
b oli'o • V r 

' 
ril 25th, 1930. 
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dor . ~ outt 
C llforni a D ' t p • 

Stat Library , C llf la . 

D ar l iss wr tt , ... 
At th a r li~s, libr ri 

at th fo wardln 
to you th t fact 
r i 1 ir t dlscov ry of s ol in · ny qu ntit in 
Californi < ,. Francisco Lop z, to b lac d on 
fil ass urc 1 in th st· library . 

T data n n s cur th th utmost c r by t 
writ r , ho r c in oration at fir t hand from hr 
father and fro er aunt , niec of the discover r . ohe c n 
duct d t~orou0 rs arc in Bancroft ' s an ot er old istor-
1 s of Callfor 1a , r om n J pa r cl1pp1n s of th rl d 
and ot r sourc s . ~ithout doubt thJre is in,,ni~tat 
capitol co y of th ntry of t e first ffi.¾Jtinted in th 
P ilad lp la lnt in 1843, and if not I uld u ~ st ob-

inln0 a copy of sue r cord to add to l in J. 

opin that my a uscript will prov .' valu ble nd 
o ing to h ar fro you soon , 

I am , your v ry truly, 



/ 11111 fr('fl L \ ; L 1:. , 

CREDIT 
W 

TlEPL \\,1., g l l hr t Ji., o,­
l·rcd 111 ' .t!1fc rni.1 Right here 
in L )'> .\ ngel , .., c unt ,, 1thin 

.1 h rt autornol ii J u1 nc from the rnc 
tr >pol1 oi th Southland. 

1 )t \\ 1th t,rn 1111g the L1 · t 

th.ll lam ' w. r :mh.tll ha 
I · n .1 • ·ordnl th · honor )f l1 -
clu,1 11 1 LO the \\Orld 111 I t 4 t 

hl hr\t .rold 1n ~.1liforn1:1 , it 
1.., th<.: a, o, ·cd purpo c ol cer­
t.1111 l ~ .1l rc..,1c.k1n, ol the 
~Duthland lO l' LJl l1sh f on 
rr.in·1 . Loi Cl Ill 

th hr r di-,co, er r 

as 

.1liiorn1a, be au c u -

mcnt3r) e , 1<l · n l th ·n h 
t un j th pre · 1 >u m tal 111 

1 .p in Pbcento ,ai10n. not 
rar ( rom , C \\ hall. 

Thu-, it \\ ,J<. that on . farch 

, l.1 t Ill ·mb ·r .1n<l f nend 
ot Ramona PJrlor ol th 
ti\ 
tht: 

hall - Jugm 
rntrL , anJ 

rn · r of 
, er:1, ·hid of the 
tcrprcteVi. who 
e m n1cli. ''Thi · 

1 PL 

~o 
;_ Ri -

er-

WHOM 
IO k . th lru ' ra t , \V < re pla ·ing her 
toda :1 lcm por,1r tabl t ' ' r a mound 
of boulder placed h ·r · thr ·c-qu. rt rs 

( a ccn tur , r m re ago and but lat I 
un·arth ·J by Ir. v alk r 
o,, ner of th · · pr ·mi . To­
c.b we I r chi m and broa<l a t 

()\' ·r th ' S ' 111 u ntain tor and 
t morro, we , i II in i t that 
thi . , outhland h r gnized 
in th , hi~tory-mak i ng po h 
of ur late.' 

,\n int ·resting and illumi­
nating a ount of th e ·v nt 
urr unJing thi 1-"i r t dis-

cover I r gol<l \, a . giv ·n at thi 
ceremony by ~n ra Franci -
o Lop z Jc Bdde rrai n a 

fo ll \ : 
v ry of gold 

al i [ rnia took pla e in the 
r March I 42, in one 

::iifon f th e an Fran-

Lo \ngcl ga thered in f r c 
at th ~Ill of tkit gold J1 co­
, t:rY t um ed .1 tt:n porar , tab­
lei u)mm ·nwr:ning the hi -
tor1c e\ cnt. 

Tablet on oak tree under which Francisco Lopez 
had his siesta on 1arc/1 9th, 1842 

ci quito Ran ho late r called 
Placerit cano n, about fo rty 
mil · north we t f th ci ty of 
Lo \ng le . Thi ranch first 
bclonge<l to the is ion of an 
Fernando, which a [ unded 
in 1797 and b came a ba i 
ce nter or operation ,, he r nu­

mer u indu tr ic , ere tau ht 
... hi ': s to l t a family 

pany, but 1Hhm1ast .1mong th all\ · 
nd dopt d on · seem to grov,· like 

mu hroo111s o, er nigh , n<l t become 
d. ily n nr appr ciclll\l: of th · h1 'tori 
r<1lll 11 t that surround~ l, tr nook anJ 

ni\C.: r ar of the di cove ry r g IJ on th i 
, r sp t in 1 42. That the wor! J ma , 
kno\\', that tk historian · of th north 
ma learn, that our state authoriti' may 
ta ke noti · and in en in our s ·hool text 

neophyte uncl r th uperv1-
s1on ' pani h teac h rs. 

\ft r ·eculari za tion f the Ii ion · 
b th e 1 fe ica n g ve rnm nt, Dona Ja­
·oba J·cliz Lopez J e dcl \ all applie I 
to the govern m nt for a n ~ ranci ·qui to 

)11 \f , h <, ,, 1, I' 1111' 11a P 1/u, r H uf the . . C . W., togctl, r wit/, La ,\fr:a Club and t!1e A:.uuani · Club of ea,/w/1 and .',Ill tJi, 
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CREDIT IS DUE 
County Employ~e T ~!(es Leading Part in Ceremonies at Place W lzere Gold wa Fir t Dt covered 111 

Calzfonua even Years Before the Historic Gold Rush of '94 - - Story of Event 
that Brought Renown to Francisco Lope·--. 

a a grant for her elf anJ hu -

band, Don Antonio <l 1 all . 
Th ranch wa grant d to 

thern. fter D n Antonio ' 
demi e, th ranch wa diYid d 
between hi ,,vidov,, and chil­

dren. The form r cam to Lo 
An reles to !iv , her hom b -
ing near the old Plaza chur h 

where he marri cJ Don Jo 
alazar. After her marriag 

sh returned with h r husband 
to the ranch to Ii ve. Thi land 
was later sold to Mr. ewhall 
and it was in one of its a 5on 
that gold wa first di overed 
rn alifornia. 

The original discov rer of 
gold in alifornia was Don 
Francisco Lopez, econd on 
of Don Juan Lopez and Dona 
Dolores algado, who was a 
teacher and a member of the 

. chool board of Lo Angeles, 
in the "forties.' 

rial affair · I ertaining t lhe 
Mis i n o[ an Pcrn :111cl :.it 

the time when Lhe ex1 an 
gov rnment LOok p e'i i n of 
Lh Mis ·ion and Don Antonio 
d l V nil e wa it ad mini traLor. 
D on P dro fulfillc<l hi dutic 

wi th efficiency. 
Don Fran i co' tastes v re 

unlik tho of hi br th r a 
h d voted hi time to litera­
ture and history and was very 
fond of big game hunting in 
the mountains. He also took 
g reat pleasure in prosp cting 
fo r gold. 1n this way he spent 
his vacations. With his wife 
he would often sp nd a w ek 
or two at the Rancho of his 
njece, Dona Jacoba F. L. de 

The public has known Don 
Franci co a only a aguero or 
cowboy,a neophyte of San Fer-

Boulders marking place where gold was discovered 
in Placeritos Caii.on 

alazar. In fact he rented a 
section of the San Francisquito 
ranch for his own stock. Often, 
attired in a leather hunting 
suit hewould mount his horse, 
lay his rifle across the pommel 
of his saddle, and with his 
hunting knife fastened to his 

nando Mission. This is erroneous and 
it is only fair to him, that a glimpse be 
given into his true status and character. 
The part he played in th d velopment 
of the great West should be recognized 
and hi memory p rp tuated. 

Don Juan was a descendant of an 
early panish-California family. He had 
two sons, Pedro and Francisco, and two 
daughters, Ramona and Maria de Jesus. 
Don Pedro wa for many years, mayor­
domo (general manager) of the mate-

b It, would start for the mountain to 

take a look at hi stock and interview 
hi vaqu ros. He wa alway accom­
panied by a trusted servant carrying 
his mochila ( saddle bags) containing 

prosp ctors' tools. 

nvci/ed a tablet over a mound of Boulders, wher Gold was first di covered in Calif omia by Frnnci co Lop ,., 011 larch 9, It.;. 
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CREDIT T O lVH O f RE DTT J D UE 

ontinued fro m Page ix t een 

pa tch d to th ity of le ico \ ith the 
j ,(ul r port. h n o rnor lvarado 
,v::i informed of the gold di o ery h 
b to, ed an p di nt or offi ial title 
on Don Franci co in r cognition f the 
merit of hi find and at th ame time 
h appointed on Y gnacio d 1 alle 
En -argado d Ju ticia. (Th record of 
thi is found in t h e Hi torical oci ty 
of ou th rn alifornia 's r cord ol. 
" ommi ion r of Justice. ) 

" ain and again ' a r. harl 
J. Prudhomme, an authorit on arl 

alifornia hi tor e read that to 
Jam . ar hall belongs t he er dit 
of fir t having di co ered gold in a li­
fornia." Th a that often a fa l -
hood 11 stuck to o r a on­
fid nee and boldne i a good a th e 
truth. Th aphori m e m , 11 u p­
port d, for whil that ha been believ d 
and tated b th \ rit r of thi 

ho , ith an affidav it 
rror. lso a n error 

in hi tor i n t he honor an <l 
credit du to another w h o can -
not ju tly claim it. e will proce d to 
et forth in d tail and give ample p roof 

~hat J~me W. ar hall was not the orig­
mal d1 coverer of gold in alifornia, n or 
wa utter' I ill the locality . n t he 
contrary, the discovery \ a fi r st 1nad e 
by Don Francisco Lopez a nd in South­
ern alifornia, several ears p r ior to the 
alleged disco" ry by r. a r h all ; in 
fact in 1 42 and at the localit k n own as 
Placeri to an yon . 

Don F ranci co' econ<l d isco ry w as 
made in the folio mg yea r, 1 43, a t a 
place known as an Felicia no . W e are 
al o prepar d to show that another p er-
son, Don ariano L opez, mad th 
third di covery of gold a t the oll ge 

ann, n ear anta In z Mis ion in Sa nta 
Barbara ounty, in r 43 . 

on ranc1 c L o pez, as th true, 
fir t an<l pione r d i co rer of g old in 
California in the y ar 1842, has, up to 
th pre ent time, not b en publicly ac­
corded th recognition that is h i du . 
This may have arisen from var iou 
causes. It may po sibly be accounted for, 
in part, becau e of h i nationality, for 
aL that arly dat , so soon aft r the M ex­
ican War and th U nit d ta tes coming 
in, tber \ as naturally som p rcjudic 
against the panish population, and no 
particular desire on the par t of writer , 
to gi \ t hem prominen ce. This i a rush­
ing '\vorld . Thu it ofte n happens that 
a man or hi reputation i the victim of 

LE 0 T PL 

\ e p r -
f th fir t 

J .p. 
R -or<l . 

xican gambu-
mo or plac r min r . The 1nin er · 

, r di id d. w nt to Placeri to 
and om Lo an li ia no . F rom the 
former p lace the took out 212 pounds 
of gold a oirdu pois . It v as v e ig hed by 
Da id le and r ho, in the year 
I 55 mad an a.ff da it to thi £feet. 

" Jo e alazar, w ho came from onora 
e ic , " ent to the an Feliciano mines 

in t he la tter part of 1 43 and from a 
place h e \ as v orking took out forty­
t, o thousand dollars , orth of nuggets. 

" I n 1 54 Don ran cisco Lopez took 
m e, yrus L yon and m y brother, San­
fo rd, to a n oil pring from w h ich the 
padr s of an F rnando Mission carried 
th oil in rawhide bags to the M i sion, 
w h ere it w a distilled for lig hting pur­
po e . W e also vi ited the gold fiel ds, 
h er tofore refe rred to, and obtained 
from him all the information and hi s­
tory of the d isco ery of the gold mine 
in the po session of Don Franci co Lo­
pez. 

"During the years of 1850 to 1 5 
there w re not 1 s tha n 600 0 people 
m ining for gold in the P lac rito and San 
Feliciano mines. 

" In the y a r 1858, I, Cyrus Lyon , 
pure ha d from Jose E spinoza one nug­
get h e found , from w hich I r alized 
$r ,928. This was th largest pi ce k nown 
to ha e been taken from thi locality .'' 

Mr. Prudhomme ontinu s: on-
e m ing th gold discovery, w e will r -
mark that for the mo t pa rt, th p re ent 
g n ra tion really does not und r stand 
th tru hi tory of the gold di co ery in 

alifornia . Jam e W. Mar hall has been 
honored a the ideal pione r in thi di -
co ery. However, for the ake of his­
tor y and those whom it may concern, I 
will point ou t this fact: L et Mr. Mar hall 

YE 

Banish Tire 
Troubles 4 4 

Get Fine N ew Husky 
Good ri ch T i r es 
At These Smashing 
Prices ... . . .... . 

CAVALIERS··· 
In er way a tandard tire . 
n ot a ' econd line ' ... extra big 
fu ll str ngth 

oooRICH guaranteed 

29 X 4.40 . . $ 5.75 
30 X 4.4 0 . . 6.55 
29 X 5.50 10.50 
33 X 6.00 12.25 

Other Siz es 
at equa!Ly low prices 

BIG LLOW. CE for tires tha t have 
gone ten o r fifteen th usand mil es or 
maybe m ore .. . tread mooch , traction 
g o ne, id c w a ll · curb chafed ... getting 
a ll . e t fo r a n :ce bl o w -out just when 
you \ ant to ge t omewhere. 

CHARGE ACCOUNTS 
GooDRJ H not onl y offer lower 
pr ices a nd better service . . . bu t 
a l o ex ten d to county employees 
the con venience of liberal terms. 

OPE EVE I G 

.., Goodrich _ 
Silvertown Inc. 
D Vv T W · 1422 . Gran d vc. 
W£fshire - 1 \ V. ix th t. 

outh - - 3551 . Figueroa 
A lham bra - - 26 . Garfield \'C . 

Beverly Hills - 93 4 W ilsh ire Blvd . 
Com pton - • M ain and R se stre t 

lendale - • 320 • Brand Blvd. 

TRU K DlVl IO · roo E. Eig hth t . 
Huntington Park • Pacific & Zoe trc t · 
lngletuood • M a nchester ' omm cr ial 

. H ollyw ood • 54o r L nker him Rl vd . 
L ong Beach - urlh and P:1(ifi 
San Pedro - . Pa ·ifi ,\,·e. 
H ollywood - Cahuuiga 
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Dog 
Training 
Acade111y 

"The cicntific Education of a Dog - wi ll bring Joy, and hold the Ma!>tt.r':, Lo, e" 

¥ le du cate any dog fo r any purpos 
SEE 

STEVE SAND ERS - the m an with the reputation 

dd r s: 
(TW 

Thi 1nsntution 1s en mg third 
gcncrat1on of ounty • mployees 
and anticipates maintaining the 
:,amc:. cordial relatiom for the nex t 
three generations. 

Los Angeles 
Rubber Stamp Company 

De i rnus and manufacturer of 
e,cry conceivable marking device, 
bad re and !>imilar pr d uct. 

Lei us make an estimate 
on your needs 

T elephone W .. tmore 4331 
1500 . Lo A ng 1 s Street 

Purchase Only 
an 

alifornia 
TUD ) 

4.ppr-oved 
Ice 12ef riaerator 

u 

H ro. Ic MA can upply you with the mo t 
modern and efficient refrigerator, a low co t. 

Models to fit every purse and purpose 
12 months to pay 

THE 

IO ICE COMPANY 

of 

page 22 , 

uinn 's account of 
a y th fir t parcel of 

aliforni a gold <lu st that ever was oin­
ed in th nit cl tate mint in Phil a­
delphia was taken from the produ t of 
the mines of th Plac rito, and wa car• 
ried in a v 1 around ap Horn. It 
consisted of r .34 ounces, and wa d -
po ited in the mint, July 8th, I 43, by 

lfred Robin on. It · value after coin­
ing was 344.75, over 19.00 an ounce. 
It was sent by Don b l teams. 

Mr. William Heath Davi , in his " ix­
ty Y ars in alifornia," places the 
amount at 80,000 to roo,ooo for the 
fir t two y ars after th discovery. 

The editor of th " tar" of an Fran­
cisco in th i sue of December 3rd, 
1 69, say : ''In the spring of r 62, Well , 
Fargo and ompany were hipping to 

an Franci co, 12,000.00 worth of gold 
dust p r month by steamer, and prob­
ably as much mor was ent by other 
hi pp rs or taken by pri ate parties; all 

thi the product of an Fernando, an 
Gabriel and anta Anita. <ld to this 
estimat th amount taken out of an 

emando placers from 1842 to1847, and 
all th th r min , except at th an 

Tabri l from r 55 down to th pr sent 
time and the yield of the Lo ngele 
plac r mine would reach, if not exceed , 
fiv million dollars." 

Mofras th French historian ·a !> in 
Vol.r,page489: 'Th onlymin ali\'c 
in the country today i at this tim , in 
the 1 dge of virgin gold near the 11i . ion 
of an F rnan<lo, which a Fr n hman 
by the nam of M. Bari ploit and 
which yi Id almost an oun of pun: 
gold a day." 

Turn lo P,,gc T/11rl)' 



Thirty LOS GELES COU TY EMPLOY E 

"DAN'S" 

Broadway Florist 
I 

I I DAN STATHATOS, Proprietor I 

I I 
I 

SOUTH BROADWAY I I 414½ 
I 

I 'Phone 'Phone 
TU. 6161 Since 1909 MU. 4288 

FLOWERS FOR ALL 
I OCCASIONS 

I ~ 

' 
15 per cent discount to County Employees 

I 
I 

' 

C<?.!!!Plete Clothing Outfitters for the Entire FamilJ 

SPECIAL COLONIAL COUPON l 
TO COU TY EMPLOYEES O LY l 

_-\ pair of e_ ·tra pant FREE with ever uit of ! 
lothin<T purcha ed durin April and .. fay j 

upon presen in this Coupon. I 

C~lonial Clothing Co., Inc. 
T wo tores for Your Con enience 

cor 
43 3 So. Hoo er Street I 5560 Pasadena A e. 

erno ·e. VErmon 8 13 Highland Park GArfield 1143 
0 ~n [ eni ., 'r.i 9 o'clock 

L • THE. JE ' 'ELRY DEPART. 1E. -T 

y~,c..,,l'"=------__,, ~, 

a 

D 

are 
ma 
by 

o u e and recommend ~ 
mos killed craft men ,· 

nITT.neer and architec . 

UBIC 
tudio 
r a nen al Iron 

0 idea 

~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 

CREDIT TO WHOi\-1 CN./:1)/T f \ IJrJ 1, 
Cominued from i'ttg l' Twe nty r, fit 

In the spring o( I 4 3 Don f, ranci 0 

wi bed to comm ' morate th anniversary 
of the great histori al vcn i h ol­
emn high mass. A provision 1 hapd 
wa ther for built on th cry spot 
, here the gold was fir t found. vcns 
and nramada or orbors were built and 
everything wa made r ady for the cele­
bration. everal carrctas ._: re sent to 
the place the day before with the food 
supplie . The wall of the chap •1 were 
hung inside with richly embroidered 
hawls and the floor wa cover cl with 

bear kin and tho ·e of other wild ani­
mal . The alt.ar was built on the i<le of 
the hill ._: ,hich had been levelled for the 
purpo e. Three pries , two from San 
Fernando fission and one from Los 
Angeles, celebrated mass. ix altar boys 
and the \ hole choir from the Mission 
eight musician and ten singer , all neo­
phytes took part . 

• fany prominent families of Los n­
gele and anta Barbara as '-Vetl as from 
the surrounding country, 'ere present 
including men commissioned by the 

fexican government to investi ate the 
aforesaid disco\·ery. fany games typi­
cal of the period , ere played, and a bar­
becue was senied under the big oal· 
uee \: here Don F rancisc.o had napped. 
It as a ala day. flicers in their uni­
forms and women in their brocades and 
richly embroidered sha "ls formed a p;c­
turesque scene. 

In the autumn of 191 the late ona 
Catalina Lopez de Lopez niece of the 

old discoverer and later the ·ife o 



1te of G 
Pr posed a 

Story o Pog 12, Port I 

SITE-Th ree times vandals 
hove stolen the plaques set 
up in Plocerito Canyon 
marking th po int where gold 
first was discovered in Cali­
fornia. But the rugged oak 
tree under which Don Fran 
c1sco Lopez is said to ho 
rested one day in 1842, s II 
s ands, and the spot at wh ch 
he arose to pluck a wild on­
ion ood occidentally 111;-

I 
Co nty o Urge 
Stat uy ite at 

First Gold Find 
Purcha 

spot 

D1 covery H 
Nevv tate 

Times Artist Charles 
Placerita Canyon site three miles northwest 
of Newhall, where the first gold in California 
was discovered, on March 9, 1842, and which . 
is proposed now as a new State park. The 
City Council has adopted o resolution re­
questing the State Park Commission to pur­
chase the site, and this week County Boord 
of Supervisors will be asked to follow suit . 


