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MY DREAM REALIZED

For twelve long years my dream to see my kinsman, Francisco
Lopez, the discoverer of the first gold ia Califoraia, given due hon=-
or, remained unrealized. This great historical event has been consis=-
tently ignored by nearly all of the historians of the preseat day, not-
withstanding their ravenous delviag for new material. This most impor-
tant event seemed to have escaped their notice ian their craviang for
l , plebeian themes, which many times placed the woanderful argonauts of
i those early colorful days in Califorania in ridiculous or disparaging

situations, either through prejudice or ignorance of the truth.
Therefore, this historical event remained for so long covered
£ 1 with dust of neglect, and James W. Marshall received the honors due
Francisco Lopez. |

Six years ago, in a coaversation with Mr. A. G. Rivon, Chief of

the Couaty's Corps of Interpreters and a very active member of Ramona
. Parlor, lio. 109, Native Sons of the Golden West, I told him of this dire
4 neglect, and about my ambition to see a monument erected some day upon
‘ the exact spot where gold was first discovered, to commemorate this im-
portant happeniag, but that I Stmmad Relplans A0 Mamplish ‘desire.

Mr. Rivera became gruuy 1ntorutu. rand. urmd. me to fiand the

E B owaer of the land, where the precious metal first came to light, and en-
’ 4 sither to sell or to douate

deavor to secure the consent of the owner
a parcel of grouad at the pm um. mumn w msl&
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(2-My Dream)

dream how handicapped I should be by peorsons not historically miaded,

My first big undertaking, of course, was to ascertalin the aame
of the owner of the land in the Placerito Canyon, the site of the dis~
coverys 1 correspoanded with various persoas ian Newhall, beiag told that
the land most likely belonged to the H. M. Newhall company of San Fran-
eisco, but no address was given. A yoear or more fled by, and still no
clue, but my ardour was not subdued. One lay, in readiag my daily aews-
paper, I chanced to see an article meationiag the same of the Southera
Califoraia Manager of the Newhall Companye. He gave me the Jan Francis-
co addresss I wrote iuquiring i{ the compauny owned the Placerito prop-
ertye Ian due time I received a vory courteous letter, explainiug certain
facts, and euclcsed was the address of a prominent elderly geantleman, ow=-
ner of the land adjoining the Placerito, who could give me the desired
iaformation. I ¢alled this man over the telephone repeatedly, but could
not get in touch with him. Several mounths went by before I could speak
with him. But each time I asked if he owned the land ocalied Placerito,
or if ne kanew who owned it, the ounly answer accorded me was "NOI"—-
Monthe afterwards, swmno.ing courage to call, the same harsh "HO!" greet-
ed me and the sharp click of the receiver as he huug up the phone.

"Alas", I grileved, "this euds my iavestigatioan", aud indeed, I
felt greatly discouraged, and lameated .eing hampored for sov many years
by such cruel circumstances. But finally I succeeded ia interestiag some
parties in my search and weat with them to the Placerito to poiat out
the enchanted spot.

Oa one of these vieite, I met Mr. F. 3, Walker, aud asked hinm if
he owned the land. Whea he answered in the affirmative, 1 was overjoyed.
Thean I told him the romantic story of the gold discovery -aad inquired
whether he could consider selling or doasating to posterity enough grouad



(3-liy Dream)

for the erection of a monument, a memorital to Francisco Lopez,

Without hesitation he replied that he would gladly donate the
recuired ground for that purpose, and irs. Wal rer augmented her husband's
promise by statiang that they would donate enough to plat a small park. ‘
» Immediately, with my heart thrilled with joy and pride, I com-
muaicated with Mr. Rivera, who was delighted with my long-deferred suc- ‘
eess in acquiriang the land. I turned over the eatire matter to lir, Riv- |
era, holding myself ready to be of any ua»ist_aneo possible at any time. |
At the following meating of mmona_ Parlor, he placed the project before
the Native Sons aand Daughters of the Golden West. Then the Kiwanis Club, \
The Hewhall-Saugus Chamber of Comrerce, and La lesa Club of Los Angeles |

lllo imbibed the onthmu- ot Ir. mvm md lwnlt. md. jotm in mak- 5

h and nutntwuug ovent. o
A o - 3&, & -Q* i




THE HISTORY OF TH&Z FIRST
“1 F pJ

Year 1842

An unigue celebration took place on March 9th of this year of our Lord,

| 930, by members of the Ramona Parlor of the lative Sons of the Golden West, the
- Kiwanis Club, the Newhall-Saugus Chamber of Commerce, the La Mesa Club of Los Aunge=-

es, alsc many friends, to commemorate the 88th historic anniversary of the discov-

ery of gold ian California. .

A temporary tablet was placed over a mound of boulders which had lain
{Mdden for many years, uader a thick coppice, until Mr. F. E. Walker, owaner of the

land, who with his wife, had said that they would gladly donate onough land for the

:-"‘nonnment and alsc for a little park, offered to do the clearing of the place where
} the Hative Sons of the Ramona Parlor were to build a temporary monument of granite

;"roeks. for which the Lopez family were to douate part of the boulders. 4s he reached

! the wall of the side of the hill, the original monument came to view. Mr. Walker

immediatel; notified Mr. Adolfo G. Rivera, chief of the County's Corps of Iaterpre-

'j»‘hrs. 2 native son, and sponsor for the celebrations programe. Mr. Rivera was over-
joyed in findiag the original monument and decided to put the tablet oa it.
b The true history of the first discovery of gold in California was written
‘Dona Francisea Lopez de uumu. and mmmmwmm Mm
. lov MED Vo' oM AUMSUNRBET HShE e R TR R T s T
This history runs as followss
The first discovery of mdummun ‘took place in mm am.
ia oas of the caayoss of the M : '




F After secularization of the missions by the Mexican goverament, Dou
;zrooba Feliz y Lopez de del Valle, applied to the Government for San Francisquito,
as a grant for herself and husband, Don Antonio del Valle. The ranch was granted
to them. After Don Antonio's demise, the ranch was divided between his widow and

l hildren. The former came to Los Angeles to live, her home being near to the 0ld
Plaza Church, where she married don Jose Salazar. After her marriage, she returned
ith her husband to the ranch to live. This land was later sold to lir. Hewhall and
"'t was in one of its canyons that gold was first discovered in Califorania. The or=-
ginal discoverer of gold in California was don Francisco Lopez, second son of Don
an Lopez and Dona Dolores Salgado, who was a teacher and a member of the School
r)urd of Los Angeles, in the "Forties". The public has known Don Francisco as only
a vaquero o} cow=boy, a niphyte of San Fernando liissione

_ This is erroneous and it is only fair to him, that a glimpse be given in=
to his true status and character. The part he played in the development in the
(Great West should be recognized and his memory perpetuated.

| Dou Juan was a deseendaat of an early Spanish Californis family., He had
_.tvo sons, Pedro aand Francisco, and two dau@z_torn. Ramona and Maria de J@sus. Don
edro was, for many years, mayordomo (general manager) of the mtorial affairs per=
nuug to the Mission of San !omnde at the tm iun the Iulean Go'nrmt toak
}; #muion of the Mission and M htonh m valle was ttl Mnlltnuh M ,

7}.1'" ,\1 ca T A ;g;

% *u, o e

mn of his brothor'o. as ho dovotod his time to litoratnro snd. b.iltory md was

y fond of big gzame muu u the mnnm. !o olu tm nnt plnmo u



‘:Mtirod in a leather huatiug suit, he would mount his horse, lay his rifle asorcss
ﬂl' pommel of his saddle, and with his huating kanife fastened to his belt, would
start for the mountains to take a look at his stock and interview his vagueros.

_ He was always accompanied by a trusted servant carrying his mochila (saddle~bags)
:laontaining prospectors tools. ZSach time he spied a ocropping of rock having the ap=-
:,;oaranoe of mineral, he would dismount and break off bits of the rock, examine them
attentively, then fill his mochila with the pieces to take home for a more thorough

~ examination; but iavariably his prospecting met with disappoiantment.

4
)

‘ Don Francisco was a well educated man of high ideals. He received his
‘education in the City of Mexico, where he studied French, as his paternal aucestors

were proficient in that language. He was reserved and ceremoniocus. His appearance

N,
4

" and manaers were those of a caballero or geatleman of that period.

Oue fine morning ian the Spring of 1842, whon‘mking one of his periodical
vigits to his niece's raach, Don Francisco made preparations for an all-=day outing
in the mouatains. Garbed in his huating attire, Doa Francisco stood ready to start
,__ on his trip on that eventful day, which would immortalize his name. He wore a wide
, brimmed hat, a silk handkerchief around his neck and gauntlet gloves; chaparreras
i made out of bear skin; a pistol and hunting knife in their scabbards on a strong
leather belt. His horse was a fine sorrel. The saddle was of brown leather, with
5, big tapaderas covering the stirrups; a Mexican bridle, a rope made of horse hair
~ of differeat colours, wouad arouad the horse' g;,% . !&ﬁg mglg. the Mﬂgs i
; m saddle aad a caateen mmm an from the bu of the saddle. It was the
lenten season and the country was luxuriant with verdure. 4s he was bidding good=
Bye to nis wife, she asked him %o briag her some wild caions waich grew in abuadaase




planket on the ground, unsaddled his master's horse and placed the saddle oa oue
end of the zarape, that it might serve as a head rest. The boy then, made the cof-
fee and served the luach. After a lenghthy siesta, don Francisco awoke and sudden=
1y remembered his wife's request. Taking the knife from his belt, he weat to the
slope near by and began to dig up nmi of the wild onions. Noticing some yellow
particles clinging to the roots, he examined them wonderingly. He shook the earth
from the roots, set them down and started to dig again with vigour, Upon examine
ing the earth closely, he suddenly started to his feet aud shouted, "Goldt I have
found it at lastl Gold! Goldl"

He continued digging and found more and more. The boy awakened thoroughly
frightened by the shouting, thinking his master had gone mad. He was calméd with
difficulty and made to help dige Don Francisco then filled his mochila with the
precious earth and rushed back to the Rancho with the glad news, where his wife and
niece with the rest of the household joinod him in rejoicing at the good fortune he
" had at last attained in his ambition after many years of frultless prospecting.

At that time all the-wmn‘rodo horse back on side saddles and next mora=-
ing everybody rode to the mission at San Fernando, to irpart the great nevs to Pedro,
the brother of Prancisco. There was a happy family reunion at the Mission that evea-
| ‘ ~ ing. When supper was over, the Rosary was said and hymns sung. Afterwards a set or

two of quadrilles were danced. At suanrise, the next morning, Don l'rmuu started

for Los Aageles in company with his brother and some frieads with servants, follow= '
~ ing to notify the mm mnm«m a? his dinovory. The "Poblanos" (Town
 people) were greatly exeited over the news. Soon an imissary was despatched to the
~ City of Mexico wish the joyful reports Wien Governor Alvarado was informed of the




"Again and again," says Mr. Charles Prudhomme, aan authority oa early

c,nfomia History, "we read that to James W. Harshall belongs the oredit of first

paving discovered gold ia California."

"They say that often a falsehood well stuck to, or asserted with coanfidence

and boldness, 1e as good as the truth." The aphorism seems well supported, for while

that has been believed and stated by many, the writer of this is prepare.y to show

with an affidavit that it is a grievous error. Alsoc an error in history, which as=-

signs the honor and credit due one man, to another who can not Justly olaim it. We

will proceed to set forth in detail and give ample proof that James W. Marshall was
not the original discoverer of gold in California, nor was Sutter's Mill the local-
ity On the contrary, the discovery was first made by Don Francisco Lopez and in

Southera California, several years prior to the alleged discovery by Mr. Marshall;

in fact in 1842 and at the locality known as Placerito Canyon.  Don Francisco' sec=

ond discovery was made in the following year, 1843, at a place known as San Felio=.
iano. We _n'-o also prepared to show that another persoh, don Mariano Lopez, made ;
the third discovery of gold at the Goll;gc Farm, near Santa Ines Missioan in Santa |
Barbara Couaty, in 1843
"Don Francisco Lopez, as the true, first and piouneer discoverer of gold in
California in the year 1842 has, up to the present time, not been publicly accorded
the recoguition that is his duee This may ‘have q,r&un from various causes. It may
possibly ve accounted }m. lQ wt&g ‘
~ date, so soon after the liexican W

: ‘-4,”. n;- at that early

@'I! is a Mins world. M “ s
o L JUE Ahis venpon,




find, as follows, that in 1842, about forty-five miles North-West from the Pueblo

de Lcs Angeles, were discovered the Placerito or placer mines by Francisco Lopez,

and that in the same year, he discovered the San Feliciano Placer Mines."
"In 1843 Francisco Garcia was piloted to, and shown by Francisco Lopez,

his two discoveries in order that he migcht see the number of miners neede. for the

works. Senor Garcia returned to Sonora, Mexico, and in the course of six months,

camé back with thirty Mexican gambusinos or placer miners.
vided.

These miners were di=

Some went to Placerito and some to San Feliciano. From the former place,

they took 212 pounds of gold avoirdupois. It was weighed by David W. Alexander,

who, in the year 1855 made an affidavit to this effect.”

"Jose Salazar, who came from Sonora, Mexico, went to the San Feliciano
Mines in the later part of 1843 and from a place he was working took out forty-
two thousand dollars worth of nuggetse"

"In 1864 Don Francisco Lopez took me, Cyrus Lyons and my brother, San=
ford, to an o0il spring from which the Padres of San Fernando Mission carried the
0il in raw-hide bags to the Mission, where it was distilled for lighting purposes.
We also visited the gold fields heretofore referred to, and obtained from him all

the iaformation and hisbory of the discovery of the gold mines in the possession
of Don Francisco Lopeg.”

"Duriag the yoars of 1850 to 1858, there were not less thaa 6000 people
[ Matzg far g4 1a$he Magucite St o s1aa0 ki
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on it may ooncera, I will point out this fact: Let Mr. Marshall have the oredit
ue him for having been the first person to discover gold at Sutter's Fort in the
go8T 1845, but let &ll who will, investigate and freely acknowledge, irrespective of
racial preference, that the real pioneer and first discoverer of gold in California
gas not James W. Marshall, but don Francisco Lopez, at Placerito Canyon in 1842."

"Lastly we will add: Let the truth of history be kaown, let Justice be
done, though the Heavens falls Let James W. Marshall yield up the laurels of fame
as the first discoverer of gold in California to the brow of Don Fraacisco Lopez,
to whom they justly belong."

Dona Francisca adds that nearly all the old historians in the State of Cal=
ifornia, mention the first gold discov_ery in the State, which toock place ia March,
1842, The historical Society of Southera Galiforﬁia, vol. 8, Page 226, copies part
of J« Mo ")Eui\nn's accouat of it,=-which éa,ys that the first parcel of California
gold dust that was ever coined in the United States mint in Philadelphia, was taken
from the products of’- the mines of the Placerito, and was carried in a vessel arouuad
the Cape Horme It c"onsistod of 18434 ounces and was deposited ian the mimt July 8,

1843, by Alfred Robinson. Its value, after coining was $344.75, over $19.00 an

; ounce. It was sent by Don Abel - Stearns.

ir, William Heath Davigh, in his "Slxty Years ia Callforala,” places the

. amowpt at $80,000400 to 0100,000.00 for the ﬂ.ut m ym mor the ducwuw.
. The editor o the -nuﬂ tar® of Saa I
®la the apring or laez. Wells, rargo and cmw were shipping tc¢ Saa Fraacisco

0y &q m m tt m.r 3, 1869, says:

1 N.M verth of gﬁd dust p.r mth hy otmr. a.nd 3rum13 as mgeh, or mcre was
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Vofras, the French historian, says in Vol I, page 489: "The only mine ag-
tdve in the couatry today 1s at this time in the ledge of virgin gold unear the
pission of San Fernando, which a Frenchman by the name of M. Baric exploits and
which yields almost an ouuce of pure gold a day."

Ia the Spring of 1843 Don Rrancisco wished to commemorate the aaniver=
sary of the great historical event with a solema high mass. A provisional chapel
was therefore built on the very spot where the gold was first fouad. Ovens and
guramadas or arbours were built and everything was nade ready for the celebration.
Several carretas were seat to the place the day before with the food supplies.

The walls of the chapel were hung inside with richly embroidered shawls and the floor
was covered with bear skins and those of other wild animals. The altar was built

on the side of the hill, which had been leveled for the purpose. Three priests,

two from San Fernandce Mission and cne from Los Angeles, celebrated Mass. Six al-
tar boys and the whole choir from the Mission, eight musicians and ten singers, all
neophytes, took parte.

Many prominent families of Los Angeles and Santa Barbara, as well as from
the surrouading couutry, were present, including the men cammissioned by the llozican‘ :
government to investigate the aforesaid discovery. Many games, typical of ths per=-
iod, were played, and a barbecue was served under the big ocak tree where Doa Fran-
¢isco had aapped. It was a gala day. Officers in their uniforms and women in thelr
brocades and richly embroidered shawls formed & picturesque scene.

Ia the autumn of 1914, the late Dona Catalina Lopez de Lopesz, aiece of

"_ the gold discoverer, and the wife of Doan Jeronimo Lopez, iavited all her childrea,
g grand-ghildren, their childrean, her nieces and near relatives to a picaic unear the
.~ 5pot where ﬁ-numnu kmm unm had been held.

=

nﬁnM“
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Do‘:a Catalina, who was well known for hei- philanthropy and kindness to the
p00% and uafortunate, remombered the occasion and related the details of that his-
sorical anniversary. She was in her twelfth year and was present at the religious
cervioes She Astatod that the afterncon was passed ia dancing, songs and games, the
msic having been furaished by the neophytes,

With a genuine romantic touch, Rivera suggested the words: "Bacine del
gusueno Dorado", meaning "Oak of the Golden Dream" for & tablet placed by La Mesa

slub on the oak tree beneath which Francisco Lopez slept just before making his

great discovery.




grATE OF CALIFORNIA ;
GOUNTY OF LOS ANGELES) 88.

Se“ora Dofia Francisca Lopez de Belderrain,being
first duly sworn, deposes and says:

THAT she was well acquainted with and knew Befiora
pofia Catalina Lopez de Lopez,during her life time;

THAT she was a niece of Francisco Lopez, the die-

coverer of gold in Placeritos Canyon and a daughter of Pedro Lopez,
who was & brother of Francisco Lopez.

THAT Catalina Lopez de Lopez was the affiant's
Grar}d—Aunt and informed the affiant that she had attended the first
anniversary celebration of the gold discovery in Placeritos Canyon on
March ©9th. 1843 ,and that she was then eleven years of age; that she
and a number of others were, on that occasion,shown the exact locatim

of the gold discovery by Franci 0
under which Franci y by Francisco Lopez the previous year and the tree

S eed sco Lopez slept during the afternoon of March 9th,

X THAT in the autumn of 1914, during a family reunion
1nfilac'>ter1tos Canyon, the late dofia Catalina Lopez de Lopez,tgok the
affiant and others of the Lopez family to the exact spot where he slept
his mid-day siesta on March 9th. 1842; that dofia Catalina Lopez de Lo-
pez, asserted on that occasion that she had a perfect recollection of
the spot and was able to indentify it by the topography,the artificial
cut.or.l the side of the hill and the location of the tree and remembered
poeitively, the location of the "enramada"(Chapel made of brush) where-
in Mass was celebrated on March 9th. 1843; that she, the affiant,has

a perfect recollection of the spot then designated by sefiora doifa
Catalina Lopez de Lopez and that the spot and site of the first gold
discovery in California,is located on the property of Mr. Frank E.Walker
in Placeritos Canyon, in the County of Los Angeles,California and more
minutely described in an affidavit of this date made and sworn to by
Mr. Frank E. Walker and herein attached.

( Signed ) %/a, ;r/('{-i,(,‘a/ ,,4:;/2% %"x/f /'/jg 43’27??&4./ 74
Witnesses: =" ‘,/f-

Adlofo G. Rivera (Rubric)

Dolores O. de Rivera(Rubric)

Refugioc Belderrain .

Dated in the City of Los Angeles,County of Los Angeles and State
of California, on the 23rd. day of the month of February nineteen--
hundred and thirty(1930)

Subseribed and sworn to before me, on this 35th. day of the month
of March, mineteen hundred and thirty(1930) in the County of Los An-
geles, State of California.

( 8igned) Arthur B. Perkins
Justice of the Peace.Soledad Town-
ghip,County of Los Angeles, State of
California,

- e e e mee e e s e e e wm e mm @ e e W e e

This is a copy of the original affidavit(in possession of Adolfo
G. Rivera) and presented on this date to sefiogrma dofla Francisca Lo-
de Belderrain.
-"i‘:: Angeles,California, March 25th. 1930.

%ﬁ Adolfo G. Rivera
Chairmam Historical Landmarke Com'tee

o . __— Ramona Parlor,100 N.S.G.VW.




gTATE OF CALIFORNIA
GOUNTY OF LOS ANGELES)

8S.

Sefora Dofia Francisca Lo
first duly sworn, deposes and says:

THAT she was well acquainted with and knew Sefiora
de Lopez,during her life time;

THAT she was a niece of Francisco Lo j
: pez, the dig-
coverer of gold in Placeritos Canyon and a daughter of Ped;o ﬁopez
who wae & brother of Francisco Lopez. ’

THAT Catalina Lopez de Lopez was the affiant's
¢rand-Aunt and informed the affiant that she had attended the first

anniversary celebration of the gold discovery in Placeritos Canyon on
yarch 9th. 1843,and that she was then eleven years of age; that she

and 2 number of others were, on that occasion,shown the exact locatim
of the gold discovery by Francisco Lopez the previous year and the tree

ugigr which Francisco Lopez slept during the afternoon of March 9th.
1842.

Pez de Belderrain,being

pofia Catalina Lopez

THAT in the autumn of 1914, during a family reunion
in Placeritos Canyon, the late dofia Catalina Lopez de Lopez,took the
effiant and others of the Lopez family to the exact spot where he slept
his mid-day siesta on March 9th. 1843; that dofia Catalina Lopez de Lo-
pez, asserted on that occasion that she had a perfect recollection of
the spot and was able to indentify it by the topography,the artificial
cut on the side of the hill and the location of the tree and remembered
positively, the location of the "enramada"(Chapel made of brush) where-
in Mass was celebrated on March 9th. 1843; that she, the affiant,has
a perfect recollection of the spot then designated by seflora dofia
Catalina Lopez de Lopez and that the spot and site of the first gold
discovery in California,is located on the property of Mr. Frank E.Walk er
in Placeritos Canyon, in the County of Los Angeles,California and more
minutely described in an affidavit of this date made and sworn to by
dr. Frank E. Walker and herein attached.

(Signed) 7Fnasiciica v@’ﬁff,é DBelbrraive

Witnesses: — a

Adlofo G. Rivera (Rubric)

Dolores O. de Rivera(Rubric)
Refugio Belderrain .

Dated in the City of Los Angeles,County of Los Angelee and State
of California, on the 23rd. day of thes month of February nineteen--
hundred and thirty(1930)

Subscribed and sworn to before me, on this 35th. day of the month
of March. nineteen hundred and thirty(1930) in the County of Los An-




Placeritos,Los Angeles County,
March 9th. 1930
REMARKS BY Adolfo G.Rivera.
Master of Ceremonies,

FELLOW NATIVES~ ADOPTED SONS AND DAUGHTERS OF CALIFORNIA:

This was to be a family party,but enthusiasts amnong

the Yative and Adopted Sons,sesm to grow,like mushrooms,

over night, and daily become more appreciative of the historic

romance that surrounds every nook and corner of our state.
This date marks the 88th. anniversary of gold dis-
covery on this very spot,in 18423.
That the world may know,that the historians of the
North may learn and that our State authorities may take notice
and insert these facts in our school text books,we are
unveiling today, a placque over a mound of boulders placed
hére three quarters of a century or more ago,and but lately
uneartihed by Mr. F,E.Walker,the owner of these premises.
. La ﬁesa Club,with a membership of Native and Adopted
Sons of»cﬁlifornia,iill,plgqg a tablet on yonder oak, 'neath

vhose shgdeySte dissoreret SRRV MY 0l g0Re 00 that
evontful day.;_

Ve w111 catnbliqh by doeumentary evidence,the exact
IWE‘*“ of the noble th.q-ud in the near future,erect a
24c a1 gpl!l!ﬁ!lt-ﬂnauiaat of California Granite




GTATE OF CALIFORNIA )
) S. S.
COUNTY OF LOS ANGZL4S)

Mr. Frank Z. Walker, being first duly sworn,

deposes and saya:

THAT he resides in Los Placeritos Canyoa, in
Soledad Township, County cf Los Angeles, and State of California;
THAT he is a part-owner of the W.& of N. W. &

4

of 8. 2. % of N. B. 4 of section 5, township 3, Horth, Range 15 West,
S, Be M.

THAT he has been shown the site of the first
discovery of gold in @alifornia, by Mrs. Fraacisca Lopez de Belder-
rain and that said site is located in the W.-%—of the N. W. % of 8. E.
i of N. B« § of Sedion 5, township 3, North, Range 15 West, S. B. M.

THAT this affidavit is to form a part aand parcel
of an affidavit signed on the 23d. day of February, in Los Angeles
City, Couaty of Los Aageles, and State of Califorania, by Mrs. Francis-
ca Lopez de Belderrain, and witnessed by Mr. Adolfo G. Rivera, Mrs.
Dolores O. de Rivera, and Mr. Refugio Bedlerrain, deseribiag the source
of her (Mrs. Bedlerrain) information as to the site of the gold disc-
overy aad in which reference is made to in this attached affidavit.
And further deponent sayeth not

( signed ) Frank #. Walker

WITHASSES:

Adolfo G. Rivera (Rubric)
Hortense B. Walker.

Rauth Mr. Ruiz

Dolores 0. de Rivera

Subscribed and swora to before me, this first day of
mch. AO n. 1950.

( '18!19(10) y!mr Be Perkins

Justice of the Peace in and for oole-
dad Towaship, County of Los angeles,

State of California

Copy of the original presented to lrs. Francisca Lopez Belderrain
by Adolfo G. Rivera, April 25th, 1930.




#2236 Cambridge Ave,
Los Angeles, California,
July 10, 1930.

~ uise Endora G;aroutto,
Chief Californlana Dept,

State Library, California,

Dear Miss aoprouttes=

At the suggestion of Mr. Leslie Edgar Bliss, librarian
, the Huntington library at San Marino, I am forwarding
you manuscript and affidavits, setting forth the facts
egarding the flirst discovery of gold in any quantity in
ifornia by my kinsman, Francisco Lopez, to be placed on
as source material in the state llbrary.
The data has been secured with the utmost care by the
ir, who recelved information at first hand from her
 and from her aunt, niece of the discoverer. She con=
‘thorough research in Bancroft's and other old histor-
ifornia, from newspaper clippings of the period
* sources, Without doubt there is M ate
py of the entry of the first gold minted in the
. mint in 1843, and if not I would suggest obw
opy of such record to add to mine.

my manuscript will prove ~ valuable and

 am, yours very truly,

Franeison ffug “Beldorecs

—
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DIT @ WHOMES

HERE

ered in Califormia

was gold first discov-
Right here
in Los Angeles county within
a short automobile journey from the me
tropolis of the Southland.
Notwithstanding the fact
that James W. Marshall has
been accorded the honor of dis
closing to the world in 1848
the first gold in California, 1t
is the avowed purpose of cer-
residents of the
Don

Francisco Lopez in history as

tain loyal

Southland to establish
the first discoverer of gold in
because of docu-

that he

California,
mentary evidence

found the precious metal 1in
1842 in Placeritos Canon, not
Newhall.

Thus it was that on March

far trom

g. last, members and friends
of Ramona Parlor of the Na-
tive Sons of the Golden West,
the Kiwanis Club, the New-
hall-Saugus Chamber of Com-
merce, and L.a Mesa Club of
Los Angeles gathered in force
at the site of that gold disco-
very to unveil a temporary tab-
let commemorating the his-
toric event.

“This was to be a family
party, but enthusiasts among the Native
and Adopted Sons seem to grow like
mushrooms over night and to become
daily more appreciative of the historic

romance that surrounds every nook and

ANGELES

QTN T Y

corner of our state,” said Adolfo G. Ri-
vera, chief of the county’s corps of in-
terpreters, w ho acted as master ol cer-

emonies. “This date marks the 88th an-

MM 108 ENMOKNOD DORABOS
FRARGACS LaPE Y

AN 01 THIE GALDEN et AN
W

Tablet on oak tree under which Francisco Lopez

had his siesta on March gth, 1842

niversary of the discovery of gold on this
very spot in 1842. That the world may
know, that the historians of the north
may learn, that our state authorities may
take notice and insert in our school text

EMPLOYELE

books the true facts, we are placing here
today a temporary tablet over a mound
of boulders placed here three-quarters
of a century or more ago and but lately
Mr. Walker,

owner of these premises. To-

uncarthed by

day we proclaim and broadcast
over these mountain tops, and
will insist that
this Southland be recognized

tomorrow we

in the history-making epochs
of our state.”

An interesting and illumi-
nating account of the events
surrounding this  first  dis-
covery of gold was given at this
ceremony by Senora Francis-
co Lopez de Belderrain as
follows:

The first discovery of gold
in California took place in the
month of March, 1842, in one
of the canons of the San Fran-
cisquito Rancho, later called
Placerito canon, about forty
miles northwest of the city of
Los Angeles. This ranch first
belonged to the Mission of San
Fernando, which was founded
in 1797 and became a basic
center of operations where nu-
merous industries were taught
neophytes under the supervi-
sion of Spanish teachers.

After secularization of the Missions
by the Mexican government, Dona Ja-
coba Feliz y Lopez de del Valle applied
to the government for San Francisquito

On March g, 1930, Ramona Parlor 109 of the N.S.G. W., together with La Mesa Club and the Kiwanis Club of Newhall and Saughsi
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BRED 1T IS DUE

S l"n/’(/‘(/()/;/i),’f/”/(? LCW//,”L’ Part in Ceremonies at Place W here Gold was First Discovered in
Califor - i Bt b R : ; > ,
a Seven Years Before the Historic Gold Rush of g4 - - Story of Event
that Brought Renown to Francisco Lopez.

as a grant for herself and hus-
band, Don Antonio del Valle.
The ranch was granted to
After Don

demise, the ranch was divided

them. Antonio’s
between his widow and chil-
dren. The former came to Los
Angeles to live, her home be-
ing near the old Plaza church,
where she married Don Jose
Salazar. After her marriage
she returned with her husband
to the ranch to live. This land
was later sold to Mr. Newhall
and it was in one of its cafions
that gold was first discovered
in California.

The original discoverer of
gold in California was Don
F‘rancisco Lopez, second son
of Don Juan Lopez and Dona
Dolores Salgado, who was a
teacher and a member of the
school board of Los Angeles,
in the “forties.”

The public has known Don
Francisco as only a vaquero or
cowboy,a neophyte of San Fer-
.rlarxdo Mission. This is erroneous and
it is only fair to him, that a glimpse be
given into his true status and character.
I‘.he part he played in the development
of the great West should be recognized
and his memory perpetuated.

Boulders marking place where gold was discovered

in Placeritos Cafion

Don Juan was a descendant of an
carly Spanish-California family. He had
two sons, Pedro and Francisco, and two
daughters, Ramona and Maria de Jesus.
Don Pedro was for many years, mayor-
domo (general manager) of the mate-

rial affairs pertaining to the
Mission of San Fernando at
the time when the Mexican
government took possession of
the Mission and Don Antonio
del Valle was its administrator.
Don Pedro fulfilled his duties
with efficiency.

Don Francisco’s tastes were
unlike those of his brothers, as
he devoted his time to litera-
ture and history and was very
fond of big game hunting in
He also took
great pleasure in prospecting
for gold. In this way he spent
With his wife
he would often spend a week
or two at the Rancho of his
niece, Dona Jacoba F. L. de
Salazar. In fact he rented a
section of the San Francisquito
ranch for his own stock. Often,
attired in a leather hunting

the mountains.

his vacations.

suit, he would mount his horse,
lay his rifle across the pommel
of his saddle, and with his
hunting knife fastened to his
belt, would start for the mountains to
take a look at his stock and interview
his vaqueros. He was always accom-
panied by a trusted servant carrying
his mochila (saddle bags) containing
prospectors’ tools.

veiled a tablet over a mound of Boulders, where Gold was first discovered in California by Francisco Lopez on March 9, 1842
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A, G. Rivera presents “Bear Flag” to Mr. and Mrs Walker

Each time he spied a cropping of rock
having the appearance of mineral, he
would dismount and break off bits of the
rock, examine them attentively, then
fill his mochila with the pieces to take
home for a more thorough examination,
but invariably his prospecting met with
disappointment.

Don Francisco was a well educated
man of high ideals, He received his ed-
ucation in the city of Mexico, where he
studied French, as his paternal ances-
tors were proficient in that language.
He was reserved and ceremonious. His
appearance and manners were those of a
caballero or gentleman of that period.

One fine morning in the spring of
1842, when making one of his periodical
visits to his niece’s ranch, Don Francisco
made preparations for an all-day outing
in the mountains. It was the lenten sea
son and the country was Juxuriant with
verdure, As he was bidding goodbye to
his wife, she asked him to bring her
some wild enions which grew in abund
ance in the canyons. After inspecting
the stock, and waking a hard stroll up
and down the mountains, he felt rather
fatigued, and, as the hour of noon had
arrived, he selected a shady tree under
which to rest and have lunch. Recently
the tree has been acclaimed the oldest
in Southern California,
sard 1o be 300 years old.

It 15 an oak,

He alighted from his horse and his
servamt spread a zarape or Mexican
blanket on the ground, unsaddled his

master’s horse and placed the saddle
on one end of the zarape that it might
serve as a head rest. The boy then made
the coffee and served the lunch.

After a lengthy siesta, Don Francisco
awoke and suddenly remembered his
wife’s request. Taking the knife from
his belt, he went to the slope near by and
began to dig up some of the wild onions.
Noticing some yellow particles clinging
to the roots, he examined them wonder-

Promunent

Valle, F. E,

ANGELES COUNTY EMPLOYEE

ingly. He shook the carth from the
roots, set them down and started to dig
again with vigor. Upon examining the
(-:|rll\ closely, he suddenly started to his
feet and shouted, “GOLD!” 1 have
found it at last! Gold! Gold!

He continued digging and found
more and more. The boy awoke thor-
oughly frightened by the shouting,
thinking his master had gone mad. He
was calmed with difficulty and made to
help dig. Don Francisco then fiilled his
mochila with the precious earth and
rushed back to the rancho with the glad
news, where his wife and niece with the
rest of the household joined him in re-
joicing at the good fortune he had at
last attained in his ambition after many
years of fruitless prospecting.

At that time all the women rode horse-
back, on side saddles, and next morning
everybody rode to the Mission at San
Fernando to impart the great news to
Pedro, the brother of Francisco. There
was a happy family reunion at the Mis-
sion that evening. When supper was
over, the Rosary was said and hymns
sung. Afterwards a set or two of quadril-
les were danced. At sunrise the next
morning, Don Francisco started for Los
Angeles in company with his brother
and some friends with servants follow-
ing to notify the governmental authori-
ties of his discovery. The Poblanos
(townspeople) were greatly excited over
the news. Soon an emissary was des-

Turn to Page Twenty-seven

at the celebration were (left to vight) Herman C. Lichtenberger, Senator R. F. Del
Walker, Mrs. Francisco Lopex Belderrain, and Adolfo G. Rivera.



LOS ANGELES COUNTY EMPLOYEE

CREDIT TO WHOM CREDIT IS DUE
Continued from Page Sixteen

patched to the city of Mexico with the
io)’fUl report. When Governor Alvarado
was informed of the gold discovery he
bestowed an expediente or official title
on Don Francisco in recognition of the
merits of his find, and at the same time
he appointed Don Ygnacio del Valle,
Encargado de Justicia. (The record of
this is found in the Historical Society
of Southern California’s records, Vol. 8.
“Commissioner of Justice.”)

“Again and again,” says Mr. Charles
J. Prudhomme, an authority on early
California history, we read that to
James W. Marshall belongs the credit
of first having discovered gold in Cali-
fornia.” They say that often a false-
hood well stuck to, or asserted with con-
fidence and boldnes, is as good as the
truth. The aphorism seems well sup-
ported, for while that has been believed
and stated by many, the writer of this
is prepared to show with an afhdavit
that it is a grievous error. Also an error
in history, which assigns the honor and
credit due one man, to another who can-
not justly claim it. We will proceed to
set forth in detail and give ample proof
that James W. Marshall was not the orig-
inal discoverer of gold in California, nor
was Sutter’s Mill, the locality. On the
contrary, the discovery was first made
by Don Francisco LLopez and in South-
ern California, several years prior to the
alleged discovery by Mr. Marshall; in
fact in 1842 and at the locality known as
Placerito Canyon.

Don Francisco’s second discovery was
made in the following year, 1843, at a
place known as San Feliciano. We are
also prepared to show that another per-
son, Don Mariano Lopez, made the
third discovery of gold at the College
Farm, near Santa Inez Mission, in Santa
Barbara County, in 1843.

“Don Francisco Lopez, as the true,
first and pioneer discoverer of gold in
California in the year 1842, has, up to
the present time, not been publicly ac-
corded the recognition that is his due.
This may have arisen from various
causes. It may possibly be accounted for,
in part, because of his nationality, for
at that early date, so soon after the Mex-
ican War and the United States coming
in, there was naturally some prejudice
against the Spanish population, and no
particular desire on the part of writers,
to give them prominence. This is a rush-
ing world. Thus it often happens that
a man or his reputation is the victim of

circumstances. For this reason we pre-
sent copies of the afhidavit of the first
gold discovery in California in 1842.

“The following Transcript Records
were once owned by Cyrus Lyons,
whom, in his youth, came to the Pueblo
de Los Angeles, in 1849; by his daily re-
port we find as follows, that in 1842,
about 45 miles northwest from the Pu-
eblo de Los Angeles, were discovered the
Placerito or placer mines by Francisco
Lopez, and that in the same year, he dis-
covered the San Feliciano Placer mines.

“In 1843 Francisco Garcia was piloted
to, and shown by Francisco Lopez, his
two discoveries in order that he might
see the number of miners needed for the
work. Senor Garcia returned to Sonora,
Mexico, and in the course of six months
came back with thirty Mexican gambu-
sinos or placer miners. These miners
were divided. Some went to Placerito
and some to San Feliciano. From the
former place they took out 212 pounds
of gold avoirdupois. It was weighed by
David W. Alexander who, in the year
1855, made an affdavit to this effect.

“Jose Salazar, who came from Sonora,
Mexico, went to the San Feliciano mines
in the latter part of 1843 and from a
place he was working took out forty-
two thousand dollars worth of nuggets.

“In 1854, Don Francisco Lopez took
me, Cyrus Lyons and my brother, San-
ford, to an oil spring from which the
padres of San Fernando Mission carried
the oil in rawhide bags to the Mission,
where it was distilled for lighting pur-
poses. We also visited the gold fields,
heretofore referred to, and obtained
from him all the information and his-
tory of the discovery of the gold mines
in the possession of Don Francisco Lo-
pez.

“During the years of 1850 to 1858,
there were not less than 6000 people
mining for gold in the Placerito and San
Feliciano mines.

“In the year 1858, I, Cyrus Lyons,
purchased from Jose Espinoza, one nug-
get he found, from which I realized
$1,928. This was the largest piece known
to have been taken from this locality.”

Mr. Prudhomme continues: “Con-
cerning the gold discovery, we will re-
mark that for the most part, the present
generation really does not understand
the true history of the gold discovery in
California. James W. Marshall has been
honored as the ideal pioneer in this dis-
covery. However, for the sake of his-
tory and those whom it may concern, I
will point out this fact: Let Mr. Marshall

Banish Tire
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Goodrich Tires
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have the credit due him for having bee;
(hc ﬁrsl person to (ll\(n\t'r }1:,!‘! at Sur
ter’s Fort in the year 1848, but let all
who will, investigate and freely ack
nowledge, irrespective of racial 'pr«-ny,
ence, that the real pioneer and first dis
coverer of gold in California was not
James W. Marshall, but Don Francisco
Lopez, at Placerito Canyon, in 1842.

“Lastly we will add: Let the truth of
history be known, let justice be done.
though the heavens fall. Let James W.
Marshall yield up the laurels of fame
as the first discoverer of gold in Cali.
fornia to the brow of Don Francisco
Lopez to whom they justly belong.”

Nearly all the historians in the state
of California mention the first discovery
of gold in the state, which took place il'I
March, 1842. The Historical Society of
Southern California, Vol. 8, page 4218.
copies part of J. M. Quinn’s account of
it, which says that the first parcel of
California gold dust that ever was coin-
ed in the United States mint in Phila-
delphia was taken from the products of
the mines of the Placerito, and was car-
ried in a vessel around Cape Horn. It
consisted of 18.34 ounces, and was de-
posited in the mint, July 8th, 1843, by
Alfred Robinson. Its value after coin-
ing was $344.75, over $19.00 an ounce.
It was sent by Don Abel Stearns.

Mr. William Heath Davis, in his “Six-
ty Years in California,” places the
amount at $80,000 to $100,000 for the
first two years after the discovery.

The editor of the “Star” of San Fran-
cisco, in the issue of December 3rd,
1860, says: “In the spring of 1862, Wells,
Fargo and Company were shipping to
San Francisco, $12,000.00 worth of gold
dust per month by steamer, and prob-
ably as much more was sent by other
shippers or taken by private parties; all
this the product of San Fernando, San
Gabriel and Santa Anita. Add to this
estimate the amount taken out of San
Fernando placers from 1842 to1847, and
all the other mines, except at the San
Gabriel, from 1855 down to the present
time and the yield of the Los Angeles
placer mines would reach, if not exceed,
five million dollars.”

Mofras, the French historian, says in
Vol. 1, page 489: “The only mine active
in the country today, is at this time, in
the ledge of virgin gold near the Mission
of San Fernando, which a Frenchman
by the name of M. Baric exploits and
which yields almost an ounce of pure
gold a day.”

Turn to Page Thirty
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Continued from Page Tu enty-cight

In the spring of 1843, Don F rancisco
wished to commemorate the annivers; iry
of the great historical event with 4 sof.
emn high mass. A provisional chapel
was therefore built on the very spot
where the gold was first found. Ovens
and enramadas or orbors were built an
everything was made ready for the cele.
bration. Several carretas were sent to
the place the day before with the food
supplies. The walls of the chapel were
hung inside with richly embroidered
shawls and the floor was covered with
bear skins and those of other wild ani.-
mals. The altar was built on the side of
the hill, which had been levelled for the
purpose. Three priests, two from San
Fernando Mission and one from Los
Angeles, celebrated mass. Six altar boys
and the whole choir from the Mission,
eight musicians and ten singers, all neo-
phytes, took part.

Many prominent families of Los An-
geles and Santa Barbara as well as from
the surrounding country, were present,
including men commissioned by the
Mexican government to investigate the
aforesaid discovery. Many games typi-
cal of the period were played, and a bar-
becue was served under the big oak
tree where Don Francisco had napped.
It was a gala day. Officers in their uni-
forms and women in their brocades and
richly embroidered shawls formed a pic-
turesque scene.

In the autumn of 1914, the late Dona
Catalina Lopez de Lopez, niece of the
gold discoverer and later the wife of
Don Geronimo Lopez, invited all her
children, grandchildren, their children,
her nieces and near relatives to a picnic
near the spot where the mass celebrating
the discovery of gold had been held.
Dona Catalina who was well known for
her philanthropy and kindness to the
poor and unfortunate, remembered the
occasion and related the details of that
historical anniversary. She was in her
twelfth year and was present at the re-
ligious service. She stated that the after-
noon was passed in dancing, songs and
games, the music having been furnished
by the neophytes.

With a genuine romantic touch, Ri-
vera suggested the words: “Encino Del
Ensueno Dorado,” meaning “Oak of
the Golden Dream,” for a tablet placed
by La Mesa Club on the oak tree beneath
which Francisco Lopez slept just before
making his great discovery.
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Site of Gold Discovery Here}

:Proposed as New State Park|

" Times Artist Charles Owens’ sketch locates
Placerita Canyon site three miles northwest
of Newhall, where the first gold in California
was discovered, on March 9, 1842, and which
is proposed now as a new State park. The
City Council has adopted a resolution re-
questing the State Park Commission to pur-
chase the site, and this week County Board
of Supervisors will be asked to follow suit.

T e o

Story on Page 12, Part |
SITE—Three times vandals
have stolen the plaques set
up in Placerita Canyon
marking the point where gold
first was discovered in Cali-
fornia. But the rugged oak
tree under which Don Fran
cisco Lopez is said to haye
rested one day in 1842, still
stands, and the spot at which
he arose to pluck a wild on-
ion _ap-:l gnf‘r‘it‘k!'l’lfclI\I un-

County to Urge
State Buy Site at
First Gold Find

Purchase by the state of the
spot where gold was first dis-
covered in California, in Placerita
Canyon, near Newhall, will be

urged tomorrow by the Board of
Supervisors.

Supervisor Roger Jessup, in
whose district the canyon is lo-|
cated, will present the resolution.|
Gold was discovered in Placerita/
Canyon in 1842, six years before
the discovery at Sutter's Mill,
Northern California, Jessup
points out.

Don Francisco Lopez was the
discoverer, He found a nugget
when he pulled a wild onion from
the ground.
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