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Mag;tc

ongratulates The Signal On
- It’s 75th Anniversary

ford and meoln -Mercury

Like The Signal...

Magic Ford and Lincoln-Mercury
has been successfully growing
and expanding in the Santa
(Clarita Valley for quite some
time. For those who are
unfamiliar with Magic Ford and
Lincoln-Mercury, let us share
our history with you.

Norm Gray had
a dream...

It was the American dream.
Magic Ford first opened it’s
doors in downtown Newhall in
1978. The first month they sold
48 cars. Little did we know that
fifteen vears later they would be
sitting on 20 acres in Valencia’s
prestigious Auto Row. Magic
moved it’s Ford dealership to
Creckside Road in
1984 and three
vears later opened
Magic Lincoln
Mereury just down
the street.

The dream
has come
true...

Today, with over 300
employees Magic’s
dedication to

L <& lsagred’  Clovelacar <>

=

customer satisfaction and
customer service is stronger than
CVer.

The Magic [amily is also
dedicated to supporting the
community. Magic is a longtime
contributor to the local Boys and
Girls Club and many other
community services.

: & g @
We believe in
Magic...
The Magic family of
dealerships also contributes
$300 million in retail sales
annually. When you shop in the

Y v oA
ioneers 1fh'€ Stﬂl Seﬂ’ing YOH Santa Clarita Valley, the State

The Orim]. I

Left to right: CARL JUNG, Sales Mgr.; NORM GRAY, President/Owner; 0 California returns 1% of the
EDIE GARVEY, Business Mgr.; BoB GRAY, Vice President/Gen. Myr.;
MIKE YARVITZ, Used Car Mgr.

sales tax revenue to this valley.
The Santa Clarita Valley
portion of sales tax revenue

from the Magic
family is well over
2 million dollars
annually, which
means Magic is the
number 1 generator
ol sales tax revenue
in the entire Santa
Clairta Valley. We,
the Magie family,
want to thank the
families of the SCV
for making all this
possible.

“We at Magic, being
built on a foundation of
oulstanding employees,

dedicate ourselves to

exceed customer
expectations both before
and after the sale. We
feel that the people
make the difference. Our
goal is and always will
be, No Unhappy
Customers.”
—Norm Gray, President

SHOP AND BUY
| LOGCALLY. KEEP
» YOUR TAX DOLLARS
lN TH’&' 5. C N.

MAG‘IC F‘ORD

{800) BIO-FORD 1= » (BO5) 255-6600 » (818) 362-1511

AGIC A\

W@RLD CLASS DEAL

| LINCOLN
| MERCUR MAGIC wnercory
g (B18) BB2-7100 » (80B) 2657703
23920 Creekside Rd., Valencia 7 R LINCOLN 23920 Creekszde Rd., Valencia

FOLL SERVICE DEALER . OPEN 9 10 & "‘ DAYS AWEEK

FULL SERVICE DESLER - OPEN 5 70 9 7 DAYS 5 WEEK

BERVCE OPEN T 10 0 - PARYS 180 10 5130 MONORY THRY FRIDAY | SERVICE OPEN 7 T0 9 - PARYS 7120 T0 830 MONDAY THRU FRIDAY

|




W 0

i

LEATHER OR e
OVER 10,000 < i
FABRICS - R— Ry
TO CHOOSE m—— il wm\‘m

-

&7 = 3 AT

A Wdrldﬂ Of Difference




VIGILLANCE FOREVER

Our

L7

Year

THE SIGNAL

19190 1994

OWNERS

75 Years of The Signal, Santa Clarita Valley’s Newspaper

Edward Brown (1919-1920)

Blanche Brown (1920-1925)
Thornton Doelle (lessee/editor, 1925)
A.B. “Dad” Thatcher (1925-1938)
Fred Trueblood I (1938-1960)

Fred Trueblood II (1960-1963)

Ray Brooks (1963)

Scott Newhall (1963-1978)

Charles Morris (1978-present)

PUBLISHERS

Edward Brown (1919-1920)
Blanche Brown (1920-1925)
Thornton Doelle (lessee, 1925)
A.B. “Dad” Thatcher (1925-1938)
Fred Trueblood I (1938-1960)
Fred Trueblood IT (1960-1963)
Ray Brooks (1963)

Scott Newhall (1963-1977)

Tony Newhall (1977-1988)

Darell Phillips (1988-present)

EDITORS

Edward Brown (1919-1920)
Blanche Brown (1920-1925)
Thornton Doelle (1925)

A.B. “Dad” Thatcher (1925-1938)
Fred Trueblood I (1938-1942)
Ann and Mark Trueblood (1942-1944)
Fred Trueblood I (1944-1960)
Fred Trueblood II (1960-1963)
Ray Brooks (1963)

Betty Kirkendall (1963-1967)
Peter Stack (1967-1968)

Jon Newhall (1968-1970)

Ruth Newhall (1970-1971)
Tom Brown (1971-1973)

Ruth Newhall (1973-1976)
Jerry Gruno (1976)

Susan Starbird (1976-1979)
Paul Dworin (1979-1982)
Russell Minick (1982-1985)
Jeanne Feeney (1985-1986)
Ruth Newhall (1986-1988)
Chuck Cook (1988-1989)

Joe Franco (1989-1991)

John Green (1992-1993)
Andrew Voros (1993-present)

FEATURES

The Great Adventure: Aun introduction by John Boston 6
St. Francis Dam: 4 retrospective on one of America’s worst disasters 14
Signal Society: Beauty pageants, tea parties and gossip 28
The Name Game: Ever wonder where we got our names? 39
The Silver Screen: The Little Santa Clara Valley as a film mecca 42
Scotty on the ngh Seas: Saluting The Signal’s most-feared writer 48
The Perkins Perspective: A.B. Perkins, the consummate historian S2
The SCV’s Soap Box: Unsolicited opinions of readers and columnists 54
Toon-ing 10: Wicks and other cartoonists tickle minds and Junny bones 64
Escapism: Respite from the tired world of uppity entertainment sections 71
WAR! 4 look at The Signal as the nation went to battle 78
Hut! Hut! Answers to the longest-burning SCV sports questions 81
Quake, '94: The valley’s most-covered disaster 92
The Next 757 Where we've been, where we're going, by Tim Whyte 94
THE DECADES

1919: An era begins 7
The 1920s: A small town and its newspaper 9
The 1930s: Optimism 1n the face of hard times 19
The 1940s: War, cowboys and newfangled devices 29
The 1950s: Anti-communism and rodeo queens 34
The 1960s: Change, change and more change S9
The 1970s: Who are we, really? 72
The 1980s: A boomtown bursts onto the scene 86
The 1990s: Shopping malls, wars and earthquakes 89

THE SIGNAL, 1994

Publisher DARELL PHILLIPS
General Manager WILLIAM H. FLEET
Editor ANDREW VOROS
Advertising Director ETHEL NAKUTIN

“Vigilance Forever” Editor
TIM WHYTE

Historical Adviser
JOHN BOSTON

Production Director DON PITTS
Circulation Director JOE DERFLER
Managing Editor TIM WHYTE

On the cover:Lightning strikes over The Signal’s
offices at 24000 Creekside Road in Valencia.
Signal file photo.

City Editor STEVE WHITMORE
Photo Editor KEVIN KARZIN
News Editor CHRISTOPHER RUSTOM

Lifestyle Editor ELIZABETH GLAZNER

“Vigilance Forever,” published May 1, 1994,

is a special edition of The Signal and Saugus

Enterprise, Santa Clarita Valley’s newspaper
Copyright 1994




SANTA
CLARITA
VALLEY

BROKER

’ SHADOW OA 26510 MISTLETOE COURT,
23421 s’h‘%ﬂ&“ LANE, VALENCIA ’
Tropical sefting for this dynamic luxury  Bigsingle story under 1/2 million on the Summit!

Stunning home w/ten thousands in upgrades!
Large family room, oak floors, big kitchen. C-4
yourself! $324,850

“custom.” Incredible pool, spa & plush decor!
Separate guest quarters! Room for large RV
plus 3 car garage. $449,850

25525 VIA PALADAR,
VALENCIA
Truly dgnamic golf course custom on “The
Point.” Dazzling sunsets! Gorgeous pool & spa
w/waterfalls! Masterfully designed gourmet
kitchen! $799,850

25663 LETICIA
VALENCIA
Popular Valencia Sunrise home, 3 bedrooms, 2
baths, near paseos, pool, parks & shopping.
Bigger yard. $163,500.

23426 VIA BOSCANA,
VALENCIA
4 + 3, Valencia pool home that needs tons and
tons of work. Very large living, family & formal
dining rooms. 2300 sq. ft. Excellent location on
cul-de-sac street! $245,000

26560 GOLDFINCH,
CANYON COUNTRY

Just like new and shows like a model home. 3
bedrooms, 3 baths, great view, large country
kitchen. $199,850.

22339 CIRCLE J RANCH RD.
One of a kind “single story!” Newer Circle J
w/hard to find big family & living rooms. Large
master suite w/sitting area & a fireplace. Very
sharp! $309,850

28803 BOUQUET CANYON ROAD,
SAUGUS

Custom ranch w/.84 acres! Beautiful property!

2386 ft. 4 big bedrooms, huge country
kitchen. Horses are ok! Very usable land. Must
see for yourself! $299,850

20519 ROMAR LANE, SAUGUS
Huge rear yard! Great floorplan w/4 bedrooms,
1 bdrm. & bath downstairs. Big kitchen, family,
living & formal dining rooms. Safe cul-de-sac
street. Block walls. Big master w/double closets.
$259,850

23552 SAN FERNANDO RD.,
NEWHALL

Model perfect! 2 bdrms., 2 car attached garage!
Gorgeous! Excellent amenities! Fwy. close.
Spacious kitchen. Low down w/ow monthly
payments! $117,500

FACT:
FACT:
FACT:

19775 ELIZABETH WAY,
CANYON COUNTRY
Fantastic price for American Beauty Classic
home. Two story, 4 bedrooms, 3 baths, view.
Earthquake Damage. $159,850.

il e
27618 SUSAN BETH,
SAUGUS
Fantastic opportunity to stop renting. Nice 2
bedroom, 1/2 bath condominium with formal

dining. Brand new paint & carpet, wood deck.
$104,850.

24943 CHESTNUT,
NEWHALL
Cute 3 bedroom home with huge lot in Newhall.
Fireplace, formal dining. Lots fo RV parking
space. $159,850.

24335 JENNIFER PLACE,
NEWHALL
Beautiful 3 bedroom, 2 bath home. Great

location, near schools, shopping and freeway.
$189,850.

26621 TORREY PINES,
NEWHALL
Check out this price! Big rear yard w/a spa, safe
cul-de-sac street, family & living rooms,
remodeled kitchen, A/C, newer roof, fireplace &
more. Make offer! $184,850

24111 DEL MONTE #2,
VALENCIA
2 bedroom, 2 bath, overlooking sparkling pool
area. Shows extra nice. $128,500.

24065 PLAZA LUNETA, VALENCIA
Popular Valencia Hills home with fantastic view.
Spacious 6 bedrooms with large master suite.
Outstanding location with pool and clubhouse
facilities. $291,850

REMIX of santa Clarita 286-9349 / 255-265

20347 WINTERDALE,
CANYON COUNTRY
3 bedrooms, 2 baths, over 1500 square feet
with family room and cozy fireplace. Great RV
access. $184,850.

28431 SECO CANYON RD. #162,
SAUGUS

2 story townhome w/2 bdrms. & 2-1/2 baths & a
2 car attached garage. New carpet & new paint
inside! Low down & only 1091/mo (PITI & dues .
. . the whole thing!). $135,850

20352 JAY CARROLL DRIVE,
SAUGUS

Spacious El Dorado Village home with gated RV
access. 4 bedrooms and 3 baths, kitchen has
nook area and lots of pantry space. $242,500

Lou Fricke represented 14 buyers and sold 11 of his listings for a total of 25 sales last month!
The median fime frame it fook Lou to sell his listings was only 22 days!
It doesn’t cost any extra to hire the Santa Clarita Valley’s #1 agent in 1991, 1992 and 1993...

Interview Lou Fricke

C AN # Network
AR 7T
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VIGILANCE FOREVER — 75 years of The Signal 1919-1994

Living the great adventure

“The strongest human emotion is
neither hate, nor sex, nor love, nor
fear. It is the desire to edit another
person’s copy.”

Anonymous

By JOHN BOSTON
Mr. Santa Clarita Valley

ewspapering is
the grandest
adventure.

It is the daily safari of tramping
through God’s teeming jungle, taking
notes on the oddest of creatures —
kings, poets and perverts. Liars and
heroes, members of the Department
of Motor Vehicles. And they all have
The Story.

The Story is tragic. Or comic.
Inspirational or gut-wrenching.
Sometimes, when the wind is just
right and you get lucky, it’s factual.
The Story is rarely true. It may have
the names spelled correctly — again,
if we’re lucky and weren’t up the
night before, weeping with our own
problems. And all the “he saids,” “she
saids’ are pretty much verbatim. But
writing a newspaper story is pretty
much like the Japanese fable of
“Rashomon.” You have one earth-
shattering event with a half-dozen
completely different viewpoints and
agendas, both hidden and embarrass-
ingly obvious and usually unprintable.

For 75 years, The Mighty Signal
has been chronicling life in the Santa
Clarita Valley. What change. What
sameness.

There are still those living in town
who remember dirt roads and quieter,
halcyon times. The Valley was a sim-
ple farm town of 500 souls. On Feb.
7, 1919, the very first Newhall Signal
hit what streets there were and the die
was cast for that irreverent, question-
ing, caring style that has been the
unmistakable trademark of this com-
munity’s newspaper ever since.

We ran jokes in the first Signal.
And chicken tips. (i.e., tips on raising
chickens.) We called for a variety of
civic improvements — like a steam
laundry, pool hall, sugar factory and
even a bank — to join us in our vil-
lage of commerce and community.
World War I had just ended and we
reached out to the larger community

Engraving courtesy SCV Historical Society

Could this 1873 engraving, showing John Lang’s confrontation with a bear in Soledad Canyon, have been a
hint of the valley’s newspapering adventures to come?

beyond, which, at the time, was still This is not an easy business. It can  stupid. Newspapering seems to attract
so mysterious and much unexplored. cost you alleged friends and money. few omniscients and fewer saints,

We fought many good fights over People sometimes worship comfort although we can’t understand why.
the years — and yes, a few bad ones,  and denial above all else and ask why  The pay is low enough and the hours
can be brutal. But for any of those
rare instances the past three-quarters

‘ ° L] ® ®
It 1S the dally Safarl Of trampln g of a century, real or imagined, where

we’ve hurt someone, honestly, we’re

’ e 5 SorTY.
thr OUgh GOd S teemlng Jungle’ The Santa Clarita has survived a
. 500-foot wall of water descending on
taklng nOteS on the Odde St Of this valley when the St. Francis Dgam
. broke in 1928. We’ve cleaned up and
creatures — klngs, pOetS and rebuilt after floods and fire, depres-
y sions, wars, earthquakes and teen-
agers. Despite our own building burn-
perver tS° ing down, or being shaken by t%le
throat by monumental continental
too. If you’re a good community can’t we just print the positive. We tremors, in 75 years, we’ve never
newspaper, you're the heart and soul  can’t. Because like a good parent, no  missed getting a newspaper out to our
of your town, both cheerleader and matter how much we love our chil- community.
preacher. But there are days when you dren, there are times when we have to It’s called vigilance. It’s forever.
have to be more. There are times present information that our children
when even in good stewardship, you don’t particularly want to hear — but John Boston first worked for The
have to uplift a rock to expose those it’s information they really, really Signal in 1971 and is currently editor
who murder. Or cheat their neighbor. need to know. : of Son of Escape, The Signal’s weekly

Or violate a public trust. We’ve been dead wrong and plain entertainment section.
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VIGILANCE FOREVER — 75 years of The Signal

19,

ith this issue we unfurl the
sails of the Newhall Signal
upon the sea of journal-
ism, and we hope that our efforts will
be of service and benefit to the Newhall
and Saugus valley area. In order to do
our best, we must have the unbiased
support and cooperation of the good cit-
izens of these communities, and we are
looking forward with perfect faith that
this assistance will be extended to us.

“The columns of this paper will be
open for the discussion of any subject
that will be of interest or benefit to the
people of the Newhall and Saugus sec-
tions, but we reserve the privilege of
eliminating anything that smacks of
malice.

“We should continually bear in mind
that what tends to the true interest of
one, helps others, and we must all work
in harmony to promote the ongoing of
our home section. ,

“In conclusion, will say that we hope
for the loyalty and help that is neces-
sary to make this paper a credit to the
town.”

An era
begins

By TIM WHYTE
Signal managing editor

({4

o wrote The Signal’s first editor,
in the newspaper’s very first
issue, on Friday, Feb. 7, 1919,
launching a 75-year tradition of vigi-
lance and community journalism.
Edward H. Brown’s fledgling publi-
cation had a hometown feel from the
start, carrying front-page items about
parties, trips to the beach and resi-

 PERSHING UP O
 FRENCH' CUSTOMS

~the gender,
. _bruce of a bearded general,

" The Newhall Sn mal

DEVOTED TO THE NEWHALL-SAUGUS VALLEYS

SZ 00 For tbe Year

Bulld Up, Don’t Tear Down

Vol. 1.

Newhall, California, Friday, February 7, 1919

No. 1

American Geperal Claims Admi-
ration qf the People.

KISSES OLD FRENCH LADY

‘Round Smack on the Two Cheeks of
Dear Old Lady Who Made Speech
Expressing - Gratitude of People to
Americans—Acquires Such Facility
in the Language That He Can Now
Make Good Speech In French.
General Pershing has kissed “une
"'—French hol notice
‘This was no officlal en-
It was
n round smack on the two cheeks of
u dear old French’ Iady.
General Pershing I8 known to have
acquired such remarkable facility In

Fr

_the French language that he makes

n rattling good speech In French to-
day. It remnlned for “Le Carnet de
Ia Semaine,” a French weekly paper,
to reveal that the general In .chief of

the Ynnk forces has not Ingged be-

‘hind ' his subordinates In acquiring
Treng
Le Carnet says:

“Genernl Pershing Is a great Amer-
fenn.  Learned, restralned, alwnys

_enlm, -he symbolizes that American

simplicity which looks on and learns.
“The general’'s manners likewise
are charncterized by the. most spon-

‘taneous frankness and his actions re-
~main graven in the memory of those
- 'who have seen him.

Kjases Old French Lady.

“At D——, Genernl Pershing ar-

rived recently with h!s sthff. The
armistice had been signed the cve-
ning before ~— delirlous enthusinsm,
ovations. In this ‘little northern vil-
lage n little crowd quickly surrounded
the glorious American liberntors nndl
thelr chief. Such a riot cnsued that
an old mistress of ceremonles raised
herself amid the rout and demanded
silence so that, In the name of ull, she
might thank the general. Sllence wu-
restored and an old woman, a ver:
old and trembling little woman, up
proached him in all her dignity and

. murmured words of gratitude. As she

went on she became confused with the
unaccustomed honor. Her words he
came mixed. Finally, knowlng noth

dents’ shopping trips to Los Angeles
and other points south.

But even then, when Newhall was
an almost-sleepy rural town where talk
at the corner store may have focused
on a big crop, or the proper way to
breed chickens, there was the hint of
the growth that would occur in the
coming 75 years. In The Signal’s pre-
mier issue, Brown published an ad on
page 3, listing Newhall’s needs:

Bank, moving picture, general mer-
chandise store, general machine imple-

- tinues,

ing else to do, she suddenly seized

" hoth hands of General Persh!ng and

shook them heartily. .7
. “And the general mutunlly squeezed

‘the two hands of the old lady. Then
_ suddenly, without a word, he removed
_his hat—ond kissed her on each
_ cheek.”

. “One other day,” the paper con-

and

agmners, (In e [rcrnt tusue |,

|[FAIRBANK’S

NEW FILM

Douglas.Fairbanks and his company
of ahout two hundged. came up from
Los Angeles Tues?:y by special train
and autos and pulled off a moving
picture stunt. We did not learn the
name of the future film, but judging
from what we saw, “Douglas at the
County Fair” might be considered ap-
propriate. The location chosen for
the taking of the pictures was the

vacant ground lying west of the depot. |

Market street from the drug store to
the rallroad track, was decorated with
yards and yards of bunting, signs,
flags, etc., not omitting the “ice cream”
stands along the way. There were
about forty horses in the performance
and these did their part by going
through the antics which people pay
to see at a county fair. A "speclal
train” met by the committee was an
interesting feature.

Altogether the performance at “Falr-
point,” which was the name Newhall
assumed for the Uay, was very enter-
taining and we did not have to pay
the price of a ticket either,

OUR HEALTH OFFICER MAKES A
T

'l‘he Stearling Borax Mlne nenr

Lang, are working tull time, three sets

of miners working elght hours each,

consequently the mine never stops

working. Forty-five men are now em-

ployed and the town has an air of In-t

dustry. The men ‘are all loyal and
devoted to their Superintendent, Mr.
Stewart. They all look prosperous
and contented. The Colony was vis-
itel ‘ast week by our local Health Of-
fic'r, Dr. Geo, Stevenson, who In-
Apected the school children, reports no
slckness, and the healthiest bunch of
youngsters he ever met.

Mrs. Stewart, wife of the Superin-
tendent, acts ns godmother over the
children, looking after their physical
needs while Miss Lemon, the amiable
and competent school teacher, is
very proud of the progress the chil-
dren are making In their studles. Our
Health Officer, Dr. Stevenson, and
Mr. " Chas. Houghton, the rh:u;xlsl.
were welcomed and entertained by
the officers of the Company to which
they return thanks for the same.

Rerlin.’

“‘In Rerlin! Then you will go
there, madame!" cried the general to
Mndnme Polncare.

“Then they talked of other things
and after the luncheon the presiden-
tlal motor car took the guests on a
tour of the region. Lenrning that the

“the 7§
T'oincare, with the ‘eneml chanced to

‘meet at an official’ luncheon In St
Mihlel.
_the president of the republic are
known only ns ‘Monsleur et Mndame

At St. Mihlel the family of

ltaymond.’ During the luncheon,
which was a very cordlal one, they
talked a little politics,

“Now | Understand.”

. “'For example,’ the president hap-
pened to say, ‘we must seek peace In |

ident’s personal estate was near
S(. Mihlel, General Pershing asked to
visit it, and the car was directed thith-
er.

*It drew'up before a mass of grey
cinders, once the - Poincare family
home. Pershing bowed his head.
Mndame Poincare, silent and full of
memories, stood beside him. The gen
eral turned and sald quletly to her:

AL Ihrlln. mn-lnme. now I under

stnml"' ks

ments, chalk and feed mill, pool hall,
millinery store, steam laundry, cobbler
shop, harness shop, furniture store,
cheese factory, skinning station and
sugar factory.
And after this list of needs, a bright
outlook for the future:
“Newhall is a small town of 500
souls, with great opportunities ahead
of it; and the aid of irrigation, which it
now has at its door, there is no reason
why she should not improve rapidly.”
The Signal’s first issue reported that

THE LOCAL
NEWS ITEMS

“Say, can't you send us in some
school notes @ach week?”

There have been several cases of
the “flu” here, but they are all up and
around now.

Mr. Buttler of the Buttler Grocery
was in Los Angeles the first of the
week buying goods.

Mr. L. G. Pullen, our genial barber.
was In Los Angeles Monday buying
stock for his cigar stand.

We have had scarcely It any rain
80 far this season and the farmers are
praying for more molsture.

The five-year-old son of Mr. and Mrs.
Thomas M. Frena, who has been very
sick with pneumonia, is rapidly im-
proving.

Mr. Bricker, of the Bricker Gro-
cery, was Iin San Fernando on Mon-
day. He is kept quite busy with his
truck business.

E. S. Chrisficld is repairing the
house which he recently purchased on
Watnuy street.  When thesd changes
are comlpeted, the place will be occu-
picd by ye editor and family.

Dr. G. F. Stevenson, health officer
for this section, made our officc a

pleasant call the first of the week, and]
in the matter of count stands No. 1

on our list of subscribers.

Mr. Bucknell, manager of the New-
hall Lumber Co. and family, spent
Sunday I Los Angeles with triends
and relatives. :

We are strangers here, and if those
knowing of items of interest will
kindly bring them to. this office, it will
greatly assist us in maknig our col-
umns more |||l¢r¢sl|ng

Mr. W. W. Hooper, of Brawley, Cal,
an old mini . I8 ing at
Hotel Swall. Mr. Hooper is not feel-
ing very well and is here for his
health. He has many words of pralse
for our climate.

We understand that there will be
services In the 'I'resbyterian church
next Sunday, the first time for-eight
weeks, which was alio closed on ac-
count of the “Flu.” 1t is understood
Pastor Evans will speak.

Mr. and Mrs. A. C. Swall visited
Los Angeles Tuesday on business. The
Swall Hotel is enjoying a good busi-
ness as several are here for their
health—and from the way they speak,
this climate agrees wigh them.

Mr. R. C. Gibson,' of Happy Valley,
and proprietor of “Eggland,” Informs
us that he is enlarging his hen houses
80 as to be able to run 1500 laying
White Leghorn. hens. 'He belleves In
the best, that is the reason he bas
White Leghorns.

‘| of miles of farm land,

SHIPS FIRST IN

FRANGE'S NEEDS

Must Have Aid in Restoring Mer-
chant Marine.

VAST LOSSES SUMMED UP

Edward de Billy, Deputy High Com-
missloner of the French Republic to
the United States, Gives Statement
of Country’'s Needs—2,500,000 - of
Her Young Men Killed or Maimed,
26,000 Factories Ruined.

With 2,500,000 of her youngest,
nblest, and most spirited men kliled or
mnimed, and upward of half her Indus-
try and shipping destroyed hy the
wiir, France's appeal to her allles <dur-
Ing the perlod of rehabilitation will be
for help In rebullding the factories and
farms which the Germans wrecked and
for assistance In constructing or pur-
chasing ships, sald Edward de Billy,
deputy high commissioner of the
Fr%ich republic,

Admitting his country's. guln by the
confiict, In the revitalizing . of .the
French. spirit of self- conndm(e, sub-
dued by the defeat of 1871, and In ‘re-
culalrg Alsace azd Iorrnlqe. with thelr.
nzrlculmml districts, Mr. de' Bllly £ald
the war's losses were fnnzrsater He
denled that France was “bled ‘white,”-
but sald the handicap Imposed as a
result of her sacrifices in resisting the
Invader could not te overcoxne except
with outside ald.

Resorting to figures, he declnred

| that 26,000 factorles in the French dis-

tricts occupled by the Germans were
Jdestroyed or stripped of thelr maf,
chinery; that almost 12,000,000 head
of cnt.le were selzed; that thousands
devastated by
<hells, was made unfit for cultivation;
that the net loss In ship tonnage,
through sinkings and enforced curtall-
ment In production, was 670,000 tons,
and that the money cost of the con-
flict, in appropriations and public debt
aggregated 158,000,000,000 francs, or
$31.000,000,000.

“OQur army had to stand,” he sald,
“the first rush of the invaslon, while
the other armies were being prepared.
And, however wonderful was the ef-
fort of the British, some months Iater,
and afterward that of the American
army, the front held by the French
hnd never been less than two-thirds of
the total line from the North Sea to
the Swiss border. Thus our losses were
grenter than those of amy other army.
A part of our country has been In-
vaded, Its population treated as slaves,
their houses looted, thelr factories de-
stroyed ; while on the fighting line the
soll of France has been plowed so deep
by shells that no agriculture is possi-
ble. Some sentimental people have
heen lamenting over France as bled
white. Nonsense! France Is not bled
white. She has men filled with re-
newed and splendld energy. DBut here
she stands, facing the problem of re-
galning her place In the economic
markets of the world, with a part of
her industrial and agricultural power
destroyed, and with her men killed
and 1 to a that d:
Imaginntion. May T give you some fig-
ures on these subjects?

U.S. General Pershing, who kissed an
old French lady, has become so fluent
in French that he can make a “good
speech” in French.

And on the local front, it was report-
ed that the valley’s role in the film
industry was rapidly evolving:
“Douglas Fairbanks and his company
of about 200 came up from Los
Angeles Tuesday by special train and
autos and pulled off a moving picture
stunt. We did not learn the name of the

Please see 1919, page 8



VIGILANCE FOREVER — 75 years of The Signal

1919-1994

Photo courtesy of SCV Historical Society

When Edward H. Brown published the first issue of The Signal in 1919, Newhall was a relatively sleepy town of “500 souls.”

3919

Continued from page 7

future film, but, judging from what we
saw, ‘Douglas at the County Fair,’
might be considered appropriate . . .
Market Street from the drug store to
the railroad track was decorated with
yards and yards of bunting, signs, flags
etc., not omitting the ice cream stands
along the way. There were about 40
horses in the performance and these
did their part by going through the
antics which people pay to’ see at a
county fair.”

Newhall was called Fair Point for
the day.

When The Newhall Signal made its
debut, a one-year subscription cost $2.
There were no screaming headlines,
and one could find unlabeled opinion
just about anywhere within the paper’s
pages.

Among the tidbits in the first issue
of The Signal: “There have been sev-
eral cases of the ‘flu’ here, but they are
all up and around now.” . . . “Mr
Buttler of the Buttler grocery was in
Los Angeles the first of the week buy-
ing goods.” . . . Mr. Bricker, of the
Bricker Grocery, was in San Fernando

“Newhall 1s a small town of 500 souls,
with great opportunities ahead of it; and
the aid of irrigation, which it now has at
its door, there is no reason why she
should not improve rapidly.”

— The Signal, Feb. 7, 1919

on Monday. He is kept quite busy with
his truck business.” . . . “The Stearling
Borax Mine, near Lang, are working
full time, three sets of miners working
eight hours each, consequently the
mine never stops working.”

The paper also reported 45 men
were employed, “loyal and devoted to
their superintendent” and they looked
“prosperous and contented.”

The Signal’s first big story was that
of the destruction of the Swall hotel, a
landmark structure and one of the
newspaper’s regular advertisers. On
Friday, March 21, 1919, the headline
read: “AN OLD LAND MARK
BURNS DOWN TUESDAY.”

The story: “One of the oldest build-
ings in Newhall, and probably one of

the oldest in this part of Los Angeles
County, was totally destroyed by fire
Tuesday afternoon. The fire was first
discovered about 3:15 o’clock and is
of unknown origin.

“The building was Mr. A.C. Swall’s
old hotel, and he is practically the only
loser, as he did not carry any insur-
ance. His loss also includes a 3-room
house at the rear of the hotel.

“The building was first built by the
Newhall brothers in the early days of
the town, about 40 years ago, and was
then used as a blacksmith shop.” . . .

“The very tall chimney of the old
building stood plumb throughout the
fire and was standing Wednesday
morning when Tom Mix, a well-
known ‘movie’ actor, arrived with his

company. Mr. Mix has a wonderful
trick horse and this animal did his
share.

“Throwing a rope around the chim-
ney, and with the other end attached to
the saddle on the horse, Mr. Mix gave
the word, and with a snort and plunge,
“Trixie’ started forward, and with the
downfall of the chimney, away went
the landmark of the old Newhall
hotel.”

In the same issue, Hotel Swall’s
advertisement appeared as usual. The
following  week, A.C. Swall
announced plans for an all-new “‘fire-
proof” building.

The Signal in its first year still had
an early post-war feel, carrying the
occasional letter from one of “our
boys” still stationed in Europe after
serving during World War I. Brown
noted sarcastically in the Feb. 28 issue:
“The Germans still cherish hopes that
America will stand their friend at the
peace table. The sinking of the
Lusitania and the bombing of
American Red Cross hospitals are, of
course, strong and convincing reasons
why we should feel kindly toward
them.”

Far from the suburb it has become,

Please see 1919, page 24
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m The 1920s

Roaring along

Newhall Signal

tested i1ts new
wings in 1920s

By CAROL ROCK
Signal staff writer

e 1920s were characterized by

I historian A.B. Perkins as a decade

when “nothing much happened”
outside of the St. Francis Dam disaster
and the “Buffalo Tom” Vernon train rob-
bery.

The Signal was still a fledgling, get-
ting used to its wings and townspeople.
Spaces between stories were often filled
with large ads reading, “Boost Newhall,”
editorials called people who didn’t get
involved in their community “flat tires”
and the tops of pages carried the slogans,
“The Newspaper With A Backbone,”
and, “For Each Other, Not Against Each
Other.”

The Signal was far from perfect. It
didn’t have the date on every page or
even page numbers. There were typos
and sometimes pages ran upside down
— or completely blank. But the paper
always had strong support from the com-
munity.

They sold all kinds of things at The
Signal office, such as Brunswick
records, fuse plugs, note pads and school
pads, cards and “No Shooting or
Hunting” signs. The Signal office was
where people came to register to vote. It
was the area’s printing shop and was
pretty proud of its work, according to an
ad from September 1924: “WANTED
Your Printing Business. If We Can’t
Please You DON’T COME AGAIN!”

Humility wasn’t politically correct
then.

But the pages reflect a gentler time.
People didn’t always die in the paper;
rather, they were “called to their
reward,” “met their maker” or “passed
away.” The Signal also shared a lot more
details, in melodramatic style; of just
how someone made their crossing to the
Great Beyond. And we mourned as a
family. For the death of President
Warren G. Harding in August 1923, The
Signal wrote, “Then came the sad news
of a relapse which severed the tender
cord which holds us from passing from

Photos courtesy of SCV Historical Society
Was it a sign of things to come? Even in 1929, there was an occasional traffic jam in Saugus for events such
as the annual rodeo. Here, motorists crowd the street lined by Saugus Cafe and the Saugus Station (left).
Below, students of 1926 pose in front of Soledad School, established in 1890 in present-day Canyon Country.

life unto death.” Obituaries always ran
on the front page, never on the inside,
and cards of thanks from bereaved fami-
lies commonly accompanied them.

There were three different editorial
regimes in the 1920s, starting with
Edward Brown, founder of the Signal.
Upon his death in 1920, his widow
Blanche Brown took the reins and
brought in Thornton Doelle as her assis-
tant. Blanche’s papers were full of news,
the society column ran on the front page
and Thornton, whose real job was with
the Forest Service, wrote several
columns and poems. In addition, they
occasionally ran a column -called
“Peanut Pietro,” written totally in
Mexican slang. Readers’ tolerance was
certainly different then.

Newspaper ownership apparently did
not provide enough of a living for
Blanche, as she sold insurance through-
out 1924 to supplement her income. (We
know from the ad that ran consistently
on the back page of the paper.)

In January 1925, while Blanche still
owned the paper, Doelle took over as

]

to Outdoor Life,”) “Boquets,” and a
short-lived scandal column entitled
“They Tell Me,” bordered by the striking
Navajo pattern later known as swastikas.

He was a colorful editorial writer, tak-

Please see 1920s, page 10

lessee and editor. He filled the pages
with graphics, poetry and colorful
columns, like “Soledad Snapshots,”
“Porcupine Quills (Extracted Painlessly
from Live Porcupines,”) “Pine Tree
Needles (Pointed Paragraphs Pertaining
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Continued from page 9

ing on his foes with name-calling such as
that aimed at the Santa Paula school
board that denied their teachers the right
to bob their hair. He called them “‘a silly,
narrow-minded, antique bunch of human
tombstones,” which pretty much told the
reader where he stood.

His reign was short. The newspaper
was sold to A. B. Thatcher in June 1925
and the whole look of the paper changed.
Doelle’s plethora of poems disappeared.
In their place a daily O. Lawrence
Hawthorne appeared under the mast-
head, complete with artwork. Page one
was news, society items, obituaries and,
sometimes, sports. Local news jumped to
the back page, and inside pages were
filled with wire service stories, items on
cooking, housekeeping, agricultural or
historic features and serialized stories.
This trend continued into the 1930s.

The Signal published weekly, on
Fridays in the beginning, changing to
Thursdays in 1924. Subscriptions were
$2 a year, six months were $1 and single
copies were 5 cents. Those prices did not
change during the decade.

The newspaper was a strong support-
er of a chamber of commerce, proposing

its organization in 1919 and again in
1922, when a board of directors was
actually appointed. At the time, it
was estimated that 2,200 cars drove
through town daily (the paper also
lamented the lack of a town sign like
Pomona or Alhambra already had).
The chamber’s first economic
development victory was the estab-
lishment of the Newhall Goat Milk
Canning Company at the corner of
Pine and 4th Streets.
Unfortunately, the chamber died

in 1925 for lack of interest.
Proving the third time is a charm,
the Newhall-Saugus Chamber of
Commerce formed in May 1928.

We got our fancy, electrified sign
(with 18-inch-high colored glass
letters, at the cost of $350,
installed at Market and 8th
Streets). And today, although

the sign is gone, that chamber
serves the community as the
Santa Clarita Valley Chamber of
Commerce, one of three chambers in the
area.

Our advertisements were certainly
unique, and never subtle. “SUBSCRIP-
TIONS-ADVERTISING-JOB WORK
— We Need Them All” ran on the front
page. A lost and found ad read: “Came to
my ranch, one light bay mare weighing

.
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Headwear for Winter Season

AND nowi Well, for one
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Ypes of this capitting sort are the
“last word™ In milliners.

Toques of all-aver zold cloth similar
to the model shuwn at the top of the
picture are wearsble with the day-
time velvet and fur custume.

Sumptuous geld and black brocade
as fashicned luto the charming toque
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of “black ond gold.~
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Oysters Valuable as
Source of Minerals

(Prepared by toe United States Department

of Agrcaiture.)

You kpow, doubless, that oysters
are extreme'y viluatle as a source of
varlous minerals peeded by the body
Like other fish they supply fodige, so
should be eaten when possible if other
sea foods are hard te get. Fresh oys
ters are mow shipped In refrigerator
cars ail over the country, and canned
oysters are also sold practically
everywhere.

The secret of perfect fried oysters
with an unbroken outer coating, says
the bureau of home economics. is to
Jet the oysters stand a while after
dipplng them In egz and bread
crumbs, 8o that the coating will hard-

frys Drain them and look them over
carefully for smali pleces of shell.
Have finely sifted stale bread crumbs
sensoped with salt and pepper spread
out on a platter. Dip the oysters
first into & well-beaten ecg to which
one tablespoanful of cold water has
been added. and roll them In the sea-
soped crumba. Place the oysters on a
pan or board and allow them to stanq

en. Select large oysters for single | |

If the summer supply of butter In
the farm home Is larger than Is used
by the famlly and the winter supply
is less than Is desirable, It is some-
times convenient to store the summer
surplus for use In winter. To insure
good keeping qualities In butter the
United States Department of Agri-
culture has found It best to nse pas-
teurized sweet cream. The cream
should be churned at a low tempera-
ture and the butter washed so that
it will be irm and waxy.
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Within two or three weeks of
Christmas plan to make sowe fellied
peel for gifts. Grapefruit peel will
¥leld the largest and most attractive
pleces. but orange and lemon peel
may also be used Each has, of
course, its chargetéristic flavor, and
after using th& peel you kase the
pulp left to be served as breakfast

Making Jellied Grapefruit Peel.
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by paying for this ad.” The Silver King
Fur Farm advertised “breeding stock for
sale of chinchilla lilac and whites for the
coming industry.” The irony was the last
line of the ad: “Silver King Barbecue.”
You could even buy a Ford Touring Car
for $295.

untll the egg and bread coating has

until there 1

And advertorial
(stories written to boost a certain busi-
ness) wasn’t past The Signal in the
1920s. “Thrifty Children” was a two-
column front-page article about children
saving that was a thinly veiled plug for
Please see 1920s, page 12
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v Outpatient Surgery Center

v Outpatient Rehabilitative Services
v Physician Referral Services
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v CT Scan

v Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI)
v Cardiac/Ultrasound Equipment
v’ Endoscopic/Microscopic/Arthroscopic Surgery

v Cataract Removal
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Continued from page 10

the Bank of Italy. And when a Kiwanis
speaker endorsed Newspaper
Advertising, The Signal put a splashy
headline over the coverage, boxed it and
made it look just like an ad.

Comics first appeared in The Signal
on Nov. 18, 1926: A single box cartoon
by Kettner and strips “The
Featherheads™ and “Micki, The Printer’s
Devil.” All were from the Western
Newspapers Union. WNU also provided
the first full-color front and back page
illustrations (done by Kettner) of Santa
Claus in a holiday scene.

The Signal certainly was opinionated
on the issue of Prohibition, referring to
it in 1924 as a “tragic farce” and “the
greatest curse that has ever befallen this
nation.” In the next issue, The Signal
said, “‘Prohibition as it is NOT enforced
by the higherups is rotten to the core,
unjust and extremely discriminating.”

Not that illegal moonshine wasn’t
making its impression on our valley;
liquor runs and bathtub stills were con-
stant news items. In 1929, a still in a cave
near LaSalle Canyon exploded, causing
a fire that destroyed 20 large mash vats,
capable of producing 800 gallons of
white lightning each.

eyes dance!
- We outwardly thank him

- Who never says ‘Stop lt, 1 cannot afford it
Or ‘Getting more papers each day thanIread; =
But always says, ‘Send it, the whole outfit like it —
In fact, we regard it a fraternal need!’

How welcome is he when he steps in the sanctum;
How he makes our heart throb how he makes our,

"lwe mwardly bless s xm =
The steady subscriber who pays in advance.”

— “An Editorial Song”
The Signal, Feb. 12, 1925

A restriction causing much public
conflict today was the rule of the decade;
smoking was not allowed ANYWHERE
but on your own property. Smokers in
their automobiles would be arrested. The
smoking restriction included guns,
which could not be discharged anywhere
in public. The reason? Fire danger.

The Signal’s reporting on the com-

bustibility of the area ranged from
amusement at the government to casting
a pathetic mirror on the fire service’s
inadequacies. In 1921, The Signal
announced that the Saugus Ranger
Station might move to the local forest
area at the cost of $390, but the Forest
Service would only kick in $300, because
rangers in other isolated sections had

much worse living conditions. Fireman
C. L. Hawthorne of the Los Angeles
County Fire Department came to
Newhall in 1925 and inspected the fire
hose (yes, THE fire hose) that served the
town, finding it entirely worthless. The
closest apparatus was located in
Pacoima. This became a tragic footnote,
when a fire in 1927 destroyed the
Staughty Pool Hall and the Chaix build-
ing occupied by E. R. Holding’s barber
shop and the Motor Stage Cafe. The fire
spread because of wind and lack of water,
and the distance of the company coming
from North Hollywood. A bucket
brigade including William S. Hart fought
the fire until equipment arrived.

Of course, what The Signal didn’t
report on was almost as amazing as what
it did. There is absolutely no mention of
the stock market crash of October 1929.
And June 27, 1929, must have been the
slowest news day in history. The Signal
printed a complete piay-by-play, minute-
by-minute, motion-by-motion account of
the Kiwanis meeting on the front page.
What couldn’t be filled with Kiwanians
was filled with sports, posting the inning-
by-inning scoreboard tallies.

A community high school was active-
ly campaigned for in this era, spearhead-
ed by A.B. Perkins and his wife, who got

Please see 1920s, page 24
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m St. Francis tragedy

Dam of doom

Mulholland’s
pawn In water
wars killed 450

people when it

burst in 1928

By ELIZABETH GLAZNER
Signal staff writer

The man wandered in with the rest of
them, and after some time, quietly took a §
seat at the piano. The hotel keeper gath-
ered her own daughters’ shoes and tried
to fit them to some of the lost children
whose clothes had been stripped off by |
the water’s current. There were mothers |
crying for missing children, neighbors |
searching the crowd for friends and fam-
ily, teams of power company workers who |
watched most of the men in their camp
wash away to sea. Bodies clothed only in
mud were laid out at the dance hall down
the street, suddenly a makeshift morgue,
while the stone-faced man at the piano
began to play.

ailey Haskell made $4 a day
B while helping to build the St. Francis Dam in
San Francisquito Canyon.

“Back then that was a whole lot of money,” said
Haskell, who was 14 when the project came to town, in
1924.

Haskell was one of hundreds employed to dynamite
trees and clear acres of brush to make way for the 12-
billion-gallon reservoir. He also helped cut steel rein-
forcement bars for the massive dam.

“There wasn’t a whole lot of discussion about the
dam, except that it was gonna bring us jobs,” said
Haskell in a 1993 interview.

To its builders, the St. Francis Dam was capable of
bringing much more than water to the 3,000 people in
the Santa Clarita Valley, and to Los Angeles over the
hill, which had a population of 114,000 in 1924.

Both populations were rapidly rising as a result of

the Los Angeles-Owens Valley Aqueduct, which since f .
1913 had been delivering water to the infant metropo- f &

lis from Northern California via a 225-mile pipeline.

The aqueduct’s designer was the unbridled William
Mulholland, chief engineer of Los Angeles’ Bureau
of Water Works and Supply (later the Department of |
Water and Power) from 1886 until he retired in 1928. |
Mulholland was despised by Owens Valley ranchers
and farmers, who were unaware that the chief’s
acquisition of 307,000 acres of their valley includ-
ed the water in it.

The aqueduct routed that water through the

Signal file photo
The St. Francis Dam as it appeared March
11, 1928, the day before it burst, sending a
wall of water down San Francisquito
Canyon, killing at least 450 people.

" | Santa Clarita Valley. It was the first long-distance

water system of its kind, rivaled only by the Panama
Canal. But because of the sensitivity of water rights

| issues, the colossal project was undertaken in virtual
| secrecy.

“It was violence in the best tradition,” writes Charles

| F. Outland in his 1963 book, “Man-Made Disaster, the

Story of the St. Francis Dam,” the most conclusive
report on the subject.

“Captured headgates, seizure of Los Angeles repre-
sentatives by masked men, forcible rides out of the val-
ley under armed escort, illegal stopping and searching of
automobiles and wholesale dynamiting of the aqueduct
made the Owens Valley fight the most magnificent
water brawl of the time.”

Buoyed by his reputation as the patron saint of dam
building, Mulholland proceeded anyway with the St.
Francis, the 19th and last dam he was to build. It plugged
the pastoral San Francisquito Canyon, which had been
the main route between Los Angeles and Bakersfield.

Mulholland chose the canyon because of its favorable
topography — a natural narrowing of the canyon down-
stream with a broad upstream platform, which would

Please see ST. FRANCIS, page 16
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St. Francis

Continued from page 14

provide a large water storage area. The
water it would hold was insurance
against losing the water wars.

Saugus and Newhall prospered during
its construction, because of the hundreds

it employed and because of the money o ,f,;’w:;sﬁ;;sdc:a’;':é'u?i’;‘; , 3 D AM CR
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Mulholland and his assistant, Harvey
Van Norman, took a limousine to the site »
that day, but returned to Los Angeles
convinced everything was in order.
Abigail Riley recalled the way the
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dam looked that Sunday afternoon.

She and her husband, Bill, had taken
their two young daughters for a drive
from their home in Piru to Palmdale. On
their return, they stopped their old Ford
truck at the dam site and walked out over
the structure, teeming with cool Owens
Valley water topped off by recent rains.

“Bill looked down and he said to me,
“Look, dear, do you see what I see?’” said
the 94-year-old Riley in a 1993 interview.
Her husband was pointing to a steady
rush of water that spilled over the 200-
foot-high structure, and to the leak
Harnischfeger had shown to Mulholland.

Abigail was skeptical when her hus-
band began shouting that the dam was
about to break. If that were the case,
“Why would they leave all the houses
and people here?” she argued, as Bill
sped all the way back to Piru.

It was dark in the canyon as they raced

for home, and Bill said Abigail would
have to dig out the emergency candles
when they got home, because the flood
waters would douse every light for miles.

“He kept telling me the dam was going
out, but I just thought he was crazy,” said
Abigail.

In a lagoon just below the dam, a pool
of water had been collecting steadily
since morning, says Robert- Hanson of
Canyon Country, who has studied St.
Francis Dam myth and memory.

The leak buried the lagoon under near-
ly 20 feet of water, Hanson says.

Something else seemed off that night.
San Francisquito Canyon was typically
fertile with the sounds of crickets, birds,
raccoons and a sfream. Hanson says the
water that had risen in the lagoon
silenced the wildlife.

The Rileys sped past old Powerhouse
#2, a mile and a half downstream from
the dam, where 28 workers and their
families lived. They raced past the
sprawling rancheros of the Ruiz family,
the San Francisquito Canyon school and
the nearby cottage where its teacher,
Cecelia Small, lived along with a little
boy she cared for.

After tucking into bed their two
daughters, Phyllis, 9, and Rose, 11, the
Rileys retired themselves.

Please see ST. FRANCIS, page 18
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Continued from page 18

The house was still when Rose
awakened her mother just before mid-
night. The little girl had dressed up for
the Sunday outing, and a favorite ring
she wore caused painful swelling in
her finger.

“I didn’t want to wake the others, so
I took her into the kitchen and turned
on the light,” says

ing below her felt “like a soft rain.”

The disaster has been given these
dimensions by investigators: A wall of
water 170 feet high hurled down the
canyon at 18 mph, a destructive soup
of concrete and barbed wire debris.

It stripped bark off trees and ripped
laces from its victims’ shoes, demol-
ishing 1,200 houses and 10 bridges,
and knocking out power in Castaic,
Piru, Santa Paula and Fillmore before
splashing through Ventura, into the sea.

“That next day was when the sad-
ness came,” Abigail says. “Mama took
everything out for the Red Cross, and
we all gave up our shoes.”

Bill returned the next morning,
muddy and broken, his truck laden
with bodies, which were taken to a
dance hall down the street.

“Great St. Francis Dam Crumbles,”
wrote The Signal, March 15, 1928.
Buried in the story, an understated
paragraph expressed the destruction:
“At the San

Abigail.

She soaped the fin-
ger, pulled the ring off,
and turned off the light.
She took Rose’s hand
and led her back to the
child’s room, reaching
for a light. She pulled

“I could hear it off in the distance
— it was like a million freight
trains letting off steam.”

— Abigail Riley

Francisquito school, the
teacher, Miss Cecelia
Small, lived in her own
cabin. It is said a small
boy made his home
with her. Nothing is left
of the school house or
cabin, and it is pre-

the switch.

No lights.

“Then I remembered — the DAM!”
She ran for her husband, just as a
neighbor banged on the door, shouting
that the St. Francis Dam had burst.

“I could hear it off in the distance —
it was like a million freight trains let-
ting off steam,” Abigail said, recalling
how she stood on the front porch as
Bill went off into the night to help with
rescue efforts. Mist from the flood rag-

In its path, at least 450 people were
dead.

Abigail’s mother ran the Round
Rock Hotel in Piru, where families of
victims gathered, hoping to find each
other, trying to make sense of the dis-
aster.

She remembers a speechless, grief-
stricken man at the piano, who played
a soulful melody. The man had lost his
entire family in the flood.

sumed both perished.

The dam keeper’s lunchbox was
found among the debris at the site
where Powerhouse #2 had been.

The dam keeper’s girlfriend was
found there beneath the rubble. “And
she was fully clothed,” Hanson
reveals, a fact that suggests the girl had
been walking on the dam when it
failed. Hanson ponders: Was she
alone?

“Therein lies the mystery.”

by an unknown ancient landslide, which start-
- ed moving naturally, with no evidence of seis-

hat h:‘:lppenedp

dent.Rogerseontendstlnfaﬁurewascaused'

‘mic activity, a few hours before midnight. The
resulting uplift cansed the blow-out.
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Among the valley’s firsts during the 1930s was a Fourth of July parade ih Newhall that brought the entire community together.

B The 1930s

Depression and optimism

Times were tough,
‘but the hometown
paper carried
messages of hope

By LINDA HOLLINGSWORTH
For The Signal

s the year 1930 dawns, we find

A[r)‘ublisher A.B. Thatcher at the

elm of The Signal. His column,

“AJin Jer Jar” is a steady front-page fea-

ture. In it, Thatcher offers up wit and

wisdom on everything from baseball to
Einstein’s haircut.

He considers giving up his column,
but “it gives me a chance to get rid of
some of my meanness, without hurting
myself or anybody else — much.”

The paper was published at that time
weekly, on Thursdays. The cost for a
one-year subscription was $2, or a single
copy for 5 cents. The front page of the
newspaper had as its centerpiece a poem.

These poems are graceful and ethere-
al, immortalizing the beauties of child-
hood, motherhood and man’s higher
nature. They are serious, and innocent —
and considered front-page news.

The front page of the early 1930s is
peppered with features on church news
(complete with Sunday school topics,

soloists and sermon notes), school news,
Kiwanis news, births, deaths, women’s
club news, lost dogs, weddings, (often
headlined “Pretty Wedding”) and social
goings-on. There are regular announce-
ments of dances at the Saugus clubhouse.

Newhall School news is divided by
grades, and students submit information
after grade one. (In kindergarten and first
grade, the teachers submitted the news).

A tidbit: “Mr. Dalbey’s room, the
eighth grade received the half hour early
dismissal Friday as the girls had a sur-
prise for the seventh grade girls. When
the seventh graders were dismissed, they
went to the cafeteria to find cocoa, tea,
and cookies waiting for them. All the
teachers were invited and we had a nice
time — Geraldine Bowers.”

The front page also features local
news. For example: “Last Sunday Alicia
Dobbings, her sister and brother went
hiking and got a few wild cucumbers.
They have thorns about a inch and a half
long. Alicia stumbled and fell into a
patch of them and is suffering with a
very thorny pair of hands.”

On the second anniversary of the St.
Francis Dam disaster, the townsfolk
commemorate the event at the Saugus
clubhouse. Music includes piano solos
by Mrs. Carol Satterwhite, and whistling
solos by Mrs. Smith. “Taken all in all, it
was a very fitting and splendid obser-
vance of the disaster.” It is also noted
that the monument was formed from a

piece of the great dam that broke.

The inside pages are devoted to
California news, ranch news, “A
Bedtime Story For Children,” some-
times a “Children’s Corner” and much
long serial fiction, with titles like “The

Signal fils phato
Lang Station, (above) near the east end of present-day Canyon Country, was
a regular Southem Pacific railroad stop in the 1930s. Note the small dog in
front of the station.

Handsome Man.”

News from the surrounding areas: The
Saugus Enterprise (edited by members of
the Saugus Community Club), Honby,
Sierra Pelona Valley and Mint Canyon

Please see 1930s, page 20
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Continued from page 19

Juleps fill the other pages. This is the
story of a neighborly group of folks, liv-
ing close to the soil, eyes turned to the
skies, watching for the blessing of rain.

The area itself is called “The Valley of
the Little Santa Clara.” Little Clara is lit-
erally, “Clarita.”

So, what comes to mind when you
think about the 1930s? Joblessness?
Selling apples? The Grapes of Wrath?

The Depression of course was ongo-
ing. But in the early 1930s, mentions of
“hard times” were rather scarce. A.B.
Thatcher wrote: “Someone remarked
that poor folks were never poorer nor
rich ever richer than now. If that is true,
which I don’t believe, things are coming
to a smash. Or would but for a very
important fact. That is the inbred feeling
of love and charity in the great American
heart.”

Another writer, Dr. Warner, said,
“Practice of the Golden Rule by all of us
would end the depression at once.”

A column by Z.N. Brown, headlined
“Howdy!” said, “‘Of course the common
talk now is about the ‘depression,” but as
this subject is getting to be rather tire-
some, just suppose we leave that out and
talk about the good side of things for
awhile.”

Occasionally the Depression was
mentioned, but it never sounded depress-
ing. As reported in The Signal, the times
were hopeful, the people resourceful. A
wire service photo in October 1931
showed college students in the Midwest
paying their college tuition with grain.
Only stipulation: The grain had to come
from farms where they were raised.

The obvious missing component in
The Signal of the 1930s is the lack of
crime. To our modern minds, the word
“crime” has become interchangeable
with “news.” But in the early 1930s, The
Signal reports only a handful of “‘crimes.”

In August 1931, a headline reads:
“Officers Nip Big Booze Factory,” and
the continuing article details a raid by the
“Booze Squad.” It seems an old barn in
Pelona Valley housed a large 'still, and
would have been in full production when
the officers arrived, had the offenders not
run out of fuel to run it.

One suicide is reported in those early
years, by a man named William Mayer.
Bewilderment prevails in the communi-
ty: “No cause for his act could be sur-
mised, as he was in good circumstances,
with plenty of food on hand . . . and a
good-sized flock of chickens.” He was
also well thought of by his neighbors.

Deaths, however, were recorded regu-
larly, due in large part to the relatively
new and exciting national pastime of dri-
ving an automobile. Imagine almost
everyone on the road being a new driver.
Imagine unlit, unpaved, unmarked roads.
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MYSTERIOUS FIRE DESTROYS SCHOOL

Valentine Day In Newhall
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LVERYBODY'S BUSINESS
An Editorial.

ventilator gratinga heneath *he

There is not a structure in Newhall of any size
that is free fromathe active menace of the agency that
destroyed ite higgest building, the school.

There is plenty of water available, but not for
fire oretection. There sre no fire hydranta.

Who is to hlame? 'Everybody.

When the new mains were installed .it was to
everyhody's interest to sas that there ‘were fire
hydrants and arrangements to pay for water for fire
use. It whs everybody's business. And so it was
nubody's business,

IL was not the water company’s business..- Ths
compzny’s husiness was and is to sell water. The
company provided T’s for hydrants, but it was under
no compulsion and no obligation-to provide free fire
fighting facilities. .

Everyhody's business in Newhall, in the last
“analy=is Is the county’s business. The county supplies
fire and police protection.” And we pay taxes for it.
There is nothing free in the deal. The schools are
under eounty supervision. The taxpayers pay for that.

If the-county is justified in building fire roads
and erecting water tanks on remote mountain peaks
to pretect everyhody's natural scenery then why fan't
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the ground
peanuts
mixed with
the salad dress-
ing. Put together
in pairs.” Yum!
And if it is true
that advertising will
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o tell the story of a culture,
w.o%  then the Valley of the

. Little Santa Clara is charac-

frant of the bullding and ~tie .
ed the fire glowing throu~h |'|-% 7

terized by the Bank of Italy
(the only bank in town, (it
became the Bank of America in
1931), Flit Insect Killer for Fleas,
J.W. Doty’s Ford Dealership,
Southern California Edison (“Yes!
We have enough reserve capacity to
meet any emergency! Don’t worry
about outages!”), Lydia E.
Pinkham’s Vegetable Compound (a
remedy touted for miraculous
recovery for all forms of exhaus-
tion), Renfro Pharmacy and the
phone company.
These phone company ads aren’t
pleas to change long distance com-
panies or upgrades in service, but

The Signal reported a steady litany of
“crashes,” “smashes,” and untimely
deaths along the Ridge Route. “Two die
in Sunday Smashes,” and the story
recounts how a Henry Stark was fatally
injured, dying while transported to the
hospital. Dewitt Standle “had his right
arm broken and mangled. Officers found
a quart and a pint bottle partly filled with
liquor in the car. It was a gruesome sight,
being smeared all over with blood.”
Driving accidents were not the only
deaths. In 1932 the Signal ran a headline
that stated: “Shot By A Maniac.” The
story reinforces the obvious assertion.
But most of The Signal news centers
around home, church and family. Taking
a peek into a 1930s kitchen window, one
will find a weod-burning stove, or one of

the newfangled gas stoves that are adver-
tised weekly. The wood stove, of course,
giving “considerable heat, and desirable
in the spring or fall when the mornings
and evenings are chilly and the middle of
the day almost hot.” Our weather is one
of the few things that haven’t noticeably
changed.

A short article on food ran consistent-
ly during the early 1930s and was called,
“Good Things For the Table.” In this, the
following recipe appears: “A good sand-
wich to give the children for their lun-
cheon is the Bacon Peanut Sandwich.
Fry crisp several slices of bacon. Grind
half a pound of freshly roasted peanuts,
mix with a good salad dressing. Spread
the bread with butter or margarine, lay
on the bacon and spread one slice with

ads for just plain phone service —

get a phone! “What price would
you put on a child’s laugh, heard a thou-
sand miles away? ... The young folks in
your home will join in so many good
times if your home has a telephone ...
When concluding a business interview it
is worth it to say ‘This is my phone num-
ber’ ... In one emergency the telephone
may be worth more to you than it costs
in a lifetime.” So just call Newhall 10,
and any telephone operator will take
your order.

A.B. Thatcher ran an article quoted
from the American Banker’s Magazine,
explaining that advertising was a moral
“duty” of every business man. And
sometimes, he ran a quarter-page ad stat-
ing: “Many Subscriptions are due. It will
be a great accommodation to the publish-

Please see 1930s, page 22
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Continued from page 20

er if all who are indebted to the Signal
and Enterprise will bring it in at once!”

And just where were you in 19327 If
you had been in Newhall, you could
have picked up a little bit of property:
“NEWHALL LOTS, NO DOWN PAY-
MENTS, NO MONTHLY PAY-
MENTS.” The total price was $550, and
a five-year mortgage was available at 8
percent interest. The only requirement
was that you build a “modest” home on
it. “Let’s put Newhall on the map! —
Atwood Addition.”

Most advertisements just tell it like it
is: “Women like their men strong — and
their men’s pipes mild! Don’t let your
pipe stand between you and domestic
happiness.” ... “Our foods eat right where
you hold it, because it is both appetizing
and wholesome — Motor Stage Cafe.” ...
“Ice cream is a food as vital as sunshine.
Old and young like it and one should eat
it each day. Instead of eating so many
solids, eat more ice cream and keep
cool.” ... “The Bank has made a very
healthy growth during this period... and
this should be reassuring news to every-
one... we need not have any great fear for
the future — Bank of Italy.”

But as we all know, by the mid-1930s

Photo courtesy of SCV Historical Society

Long before there was a Highway 14-Interstate 5 junction, a tunnel was built
in the 1930s to improve access to the San Femando Valley.

the country was in the grip of what was -
to be called the Great Depression. Not
given the wisdom of hindsight, the news
unfolds slowly, weekly, with the veil of
the future drawn ahead. The weekly
poem disappears from the front page.

Still, patriotism runs high. In 1934,
the community plans the Fourth of July
celebration that was to be “a wham, a
Zow, and likewise a K-nockout!” Details
explain that from the time the “Comp
Comps start belching from Tingles San

Fernando Brass Band at 9 a.m. to the last
sad strains of Home Sweet Home from
the sobbing violins of the orchestra
somewhere’s around midnight, not a
minute will there be except those chock-
full of action and enjoyment.” The
parade route leads from Kansas and Pico
Street to Chestnut, to Spruce (the boule-
vard, which was to become Lyons
Avenue), then to the judges and review-
ing stand.

In 1936, Roosevelt is re-elected to a
four-year term in a landslide victory.
Also, Americans consume more turkeys
for Thanksgiving than ever before. This
is due in large part to the grocery stores
taking on distribution of turkeys.

Locally, a plane crash kills 12 and peo-
ple of Newhall help with rescue attempts.
Kudos are given to switchboard opera-
tors at Olive View Sanitorium who first
saw the crash, and ‘“‘showed the world
what they could do. Time after time they
were calling for half a dozen persons on
separate lines and never mixed a call, or
forgot the slightest detail.” The ladies’
only comment: “We were only doing our
duty; glad we could.”

In the “Farmer’s Corner” column, a
headline reads, “Tin Can Tourists.” Then
the story describes the “drab colored
wagons of drought and depressing” that

Please see 1930s, page 23
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streamed into California in record-breaking numbers in
the mid-decade. They came in “wheezing derelicts of
the second hand car lots... and now there are 50,000
more persons in need of manual labor, according to the
State Dept. of Agriculture.”

Federal work, if you can find it in the valley, pays the
following for a full eight-hour day: Asbestos workers:
$10; electricians: $8.80; carpenters: $8; laborers: $4;
painters: $8.80; roofers: $8.80; teamsters: $4; and truck
drivers: $6. It was reported building had slowed, but
never completely stopped , a sign of economic strength.

The mid-1930s also saw the opening of Boulder
Dam and the Golden Gate Bridge, and the California
aqueduct was under construction.

In the later 1930s, The Signal’s world-consciousness
was beginning to expand. The world news via the wire
was featured on the inside pages. The local news was
still featured on the front page, but the inner pages were
often filled with photos of Japan, China, Hitler,
Mussolini and Stalin. Ranch News disappeared quietly.

In 1937, a small headline declared: “World is
Preparing For Another War.” It details the portion of
national income going to military purposes, and how
this has reached “‘alarming” proportions in Japan and
Germany. Alarming for Europe and China, but America
is suffering her own economic woes, and the urgency of
these machinations doesn’t come across in the paper.

With the winds of war swirling in the air, The Signal
runs a front-page photo of a kitten, with the caption,
“The very fact that pets and animals don’t pose makes

them ideal photographic material.”

The face of evil isn’t always so obvious. No one had
a crystal ball, and Hitler, Mussolini and Stalin were just
three irritating dictators, perhaps even irrevelant to us,
and maybe not even so bad.

A short column from the wire news service in 1937
encouraged parents to “take heart,” if their children
seemed like total failures: Hitler seemed like a failure in
his childhood too! It details his sporadic school atten-
dance, unsuccessful artistic career and his homeless-

“Women like their men strong
— and their men’s pipes mild!
Don’t let your pipe stand
betvveen you and domestic hap-
piness.”’

— Advertisement, mid-1930s

ness and poverty as a young man. He shoveled snow,
slept in a “‘cheap men’s hotel,” and begged. When he
could he’d go to some ‘““cheap cafe to make political
speeches.” And then, the columnist states in a chilling
and innocent voice: “Here was a man in his 30s who
never showed any real promise in anything he did.
Then Adolf Hitler formed an ideal of government.”
We tend to forget, with our modern minds nursed by
the information explosion, just how small the parame-
ters of the world were in the 1930s. Travel was in its
infancy, although California was already seen as
“tourist-friendly.” A column entitled “My Trip to
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Honolulu” by Mrs. E. Frew appeared on the front page
of The Signal in 1937 — in every issue for a month.

In fall 1938 The Signal took on a decidedly different
look. This rather abrupt change was due to a change in
publishers, and F. W. Trueblood took over at the helm.
A.B. Thatcher’s “Jin Jer Jar” was moved to the back
pages, quietly signaling the end of an era.

The church news was moved to the back pages,
under a headline of “Church Services.” All of the
details of church services were removed, and only the
times of worship were listed. In fall 1938 there were six
churches in the area, including the Community Church,
Full Gospel Church, Seventh Day Adventist,
Foursquare, Community Presbyterian in Acton and Our
Lady of Perpetual Help.

The first letters to the editor are noted, under
“Getting it Off Our Chest,” and the Saugus news comes
in from *“Saugus Correspondent,” Mary Mahoney.

Local attention turned to the plight of the valley’s
high school students, and what lengths they had to go
to for education. The exciting news was that a new high
school was on the horizon, and if combined with the 7th
and 8th grades under the status of junior high, could
open with 400 students and a “first class teaching staff.”

As the decade draws to a close, The Signal reflects
an optimistic community of simple, good-hearted
townsfolk. Innocently, they cannot see their sons and
brothers plucked from their homes to fight on foreign
soil, nor can they see any of the changes that await
behind the door of tomorrow. What comes through in
the yellowing pages of The Signal is a faith in God and
fellow man, and a certainty that brotherly goodness in
the human heart will prevail.

Since 1985
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Continued from page 8

the valley in 1919 was an agricultural community where

everyone knew everyone’s name. A wedding announcement

would refer to the bride as “one of our most outstanding
irls.”

: Throughout The Signal of 1919 can be found hints of the

role of the ranch in the Newhall-Saugus area. To wit:

On Feb. 14, The Signal reported there would be a tractor
course offered at the Van Nuys high school. And in the same
issue, an advertisement offered rabbits whose fate could
depend on luck: “For sale, rabbits for breeding. Also fryers.”

On March 7, The Signal reported that “Hogs like sweet
clover,” and a May 23 front-page story told us, “Local hen
lays two eggs in one day.”

Other notes seem a bit odd by today’s standards. One small
ad of 1919 read, “For your cigars, cigarettes and tobacco, go
to L.G. Pullen, the barber.”

Politically, The Signal showed signs of anticommunism
right from the start. On July 11, 1919, under the headline,
“HIRAM TALKS TOO MUCH,” The Signal lambasted
California Sen. Hiram W. Johnson, who criticized President
Wilson’s League of Nations plan. The story said Johnson
“should put the soft pedal on his radical utterances that
become a Bolshevik shaking a red flag, and at no time becom-
ing a senator from California.”

Politics aside, The Signal’s emphasis was on community,
and home. On March 7, Ed Brown’s Newhall Signal
announced: “Next week a genuine Wild West Show will be
held around these canyons by the Bill Hart Company.
Hoorah!”

Hoorah indeed.

ELING THES AD IN'*

1920s

Continued from page 12

a bond measure on the ballot and personally lob-
bied the Los Angeles Board of Education to start
a district to serve the 150-plus students who then
commuted to San Fernando High School. The
bond measure failed, forcing Perkins to convince
local businesses to pay for the school. Registration
was well under way for the school at decade’s end.

Of course, the biggest news was the death and
destruction of the St. Francis Dam on March 12,
1928. At three minutes to midnight, the sides of
the dam collapsed, sending a 75-foot-high wall of
water from the top of San Francisquito Canyon
through Castaic Junction, past Piru and Fillmore,
ending up in Ventura when the waters found the
Pacific Ocean. The flood destroyed the Edison sta-
tion and the Harry Carey ranch, washing entire
families and much of their homesteads toward the
sea. Some victims heard the roar of water and
managed to escape. From the dam to the ocean,
every vestige of life was swept from the path taken
by the water. In San Francisquito Canyon, even
the bark was stripped from the trees and the
ground resembled a paved highway — except that
in the fills were pools of mud and slime.

On the first issue after the disaster, The Signal
printed a partial list of the dead, then noted as 58,
with several unidentified victims, described as
“one Mexican woman” or “a 3-year-old boy.”

Erroneous wire reports of Saugus and Newhall
being completely under water were broadcast
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across the country.

The rear of the hardware store in Newhall
became a telegraph room, with reporters from The
Associated Press, the Examiner and the Los
Angeles Times keeping the keyboards busy. Both
the Times and Examiner carried photographs of
the dam on their front pages, but photographs
were a feature that had yet to be added to The
Signal.

Although The Signal did not carry photographs,
they were available, as evidenced in ads from
Newhall Pharmacy, which read: “Flood Pictures
— A Large Assortment, come in and see them,”
followed in the next issue by, “Those Flood
Pictures Are Going Fast, Better Hurry.”

As if the decade knew it needed a little more
excitement, one of the last events reported in the
1920s was the November 1929 robbery of Train
No. 59, West Coast Limited by “Buffalo” Tom
Vernon.

The train derailed at 7:45 p.m. on Nov. 10, after
Vernon loosened rails and removed fish plates.
Posing as a railroad employee, Vernon calmly
ushered the passengers into the last two coaches,
telling them an engine was on its way from
Saugus. Twenty-five startled victims handed over
$400 worth of cash and valuables to Vernon, a
five-time convict, who escaped over the hills in
the darkness. He fled the valley by begging a ride
to the hospital where the derailment victims were
being taken.

Arrested in Oklahoma, he returned to live on in
railroad history — and put Saugus on the map.
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m Signal society

Heels a’ kickin’

Society makes front-page
news in hometown paper

By CAROL ROCK
Signal staff writer

ings of valley residents, told when they motored to

the shore and described in detail their entertaining
luncheons. We were the busiest bodies in print. Birth,
death and wedding announcements appeared on the
front page, often with great flourishes. We celebrated
and mourned openly.

Editorializing on society items was common in the
early days; “just the facts” was not The Signal’s style.
For example, in 1919: “Another Newhall girl becomes
a bride. We have just learned that Miss Marie Baugh,
daughter of Mrs. O. C. Huddlesun of Elsmire (sic)
Canyon and Mr. J. W. Bryan of Los Angeles, were
quietly married in that city Sept. 10. The bride is well-
known in Newhall as her people have lived here for a
number of years and she has grown up to young wom-
anhood here and is one of our sweetest girls.”

A typical society column from 1937 read: “Mrs.

Whatever
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In its 75 years, The Signal reported on the gather-
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Verna Ball and children have
moved into one of the Mayhue
houses on Chestnut Street. Dr.
Susan L. Murray spent
Monday and Tuesday in Los
Angeles. Mrs. H. Larkin of San
Juan Capistrano has been visit-
ing relatives here this week.
Mrs. Claude Atherton is
reported quite ill with pneumo-
nia. At last accounts, she had

“The hullabaloo at the Odyssey made the other Los
Angeles County first-round pageants in this interna-
tional round robin of beauty look more like live-
stock auctions in Cheyenne, Wyoming, than serious
studies in female physiology.”

— Scott Newhall
Editorial on 1980 Miss SCV Pageant -

passed the crisis and is improv-
ing.”

Vacations were common items of interest; The
Signal ran Mrs. E. Frew’s correspondence column,
“My Trip to Honolulu,” for three consecutive weeks.

We celebrated our little victories, like the comple-
tion of Soledad Canyon Road across the wash. Of
course, the Fourth of July celebrations at Slippery
Gulch (today’s Melody Ranch) were the stuff of leg-
end. Our headline for the 1950s observance: “Old
West Fourth of July Whing Is All Ready to Ding.”

And anyone who thinks the valley’s social life was-
n’t newsworthy need only look to this 1919 report: “A
jazz dance is no longer considered a success unless
somebody ftries to call the police.”

The competition for space to tattle on each other
was fierce. From the 1920s through the 1960s, there
were 15 “gossip” columns, most of them localized.

The 1990s column, “Inside Scoop,” is tame com-
pared to the colorful titles used then: “Jin Jer Jar,”
“Atwood  Addition,” “Soledad  Snapshots,”
“Porcupine Quills,” “Boquets,” “Pine Tree Needles
(Pointed Paragraphs Pertaining to Outdoor Life),” “Ye
Towne Stuff” by Tizz, “Heard In Saugus,” “Saugus
Says,” “They Tell Me,” “In Our Town,” ‘“‘Smoke
Signals from Soledad,” “Scoops of Sand Canyon” and
“At Hart High” all eagerly shared the goods on who
went shopping over the hill, who was on vacation, and

Please see SOCIETY, page 83
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m The 1940s

Back burners

Gas stoves were quite the rage and Newhall needed a high school, but
World War II removed local issues from the forefront — temporarily

By CAROLE A. BROOKS
Signal staff writer

anta Clara Valley awakes to a foggy
orning.

The future bustling areas of Newhall,
Saugus and Canyon Country are mere
hamlets of homes tucked together, collec-
tively called Soledad Township. Lights
from gas and electric lamps shield off the
fog that has blanketed the valley for the
past week.

Radios are tuned to popular shows
broadcast from NBC and CBS. In
kitchens, mothers turn on their new
stoves, getting breakfast going. In another
room a phone rings, the voice of a cheery
relative granting New Year’s wishes over
a party line.

It’s the opening of a brand new decade
that will bring with it a world war, the
advent of nuclear weapons and, closer to
home, a new high school, the death of a
beloved celebrity and an 0il boom.

But all that is still in the future. Right
now it’s the first week of 1940, and the
sun has just shone through the fog. The
Newhall Signal just landed on the
doorstep beside today’s delivery of milk
from Ridgeway Dairy . . .

o

The first issue of 1940 was dated
Friday, Jan. 5, and the top news was that
no holiday-related accidents had
occurred over the weekend. Judge
William Kennedy — who would die
shortly after his re-election in 1942 —said
it was the first time the New Year holiday
had not led to a line-up in court.

It was a new decade and people were
looking forward to the end of the
Depression. Franklin Delano Roosevelt
was president, tires cost $3 to $7 each and
you could only buy American cars —
huge Fords at Clymore Motors in
Newhall and Chevrolets at DuVall
Chevrolet. If you wanted a Buick, you
had to go out of town. The electric com-
pany was one of the few places where
electric appliances could be bought, each
year drivers received new license plates
and the favorite form of suicide was
hooking a hose up to a car’s tailpipe,
shoving it through the floorboards and

t's New Year’s Day, 1940. The Little
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running the engine until it and the person
ran out of gas.

A war was being fought in newspaper
advertisements over the benefits of elec-
tric stoves and gas appliances. A common
ad read: “Quick hot water goes a long
way to shorten dishwashing. For it dis-
solves greases in a hurry and makes glass-
es shine like crystal. No matter how much
hot water we use — for dishes and other
household needs — our automatic gas
water heater never lets us down.” Those
inspired to purchase one of the new-fan-
gled devices could run to EE. Wood
Plumbing and Contractor on Spruce
Street.

Crime was low, but mortality rates
were high on the Ridge Route, where at
least one person was killed each week on
the winding two-lane road.

The talk early in the decade centered
around a need for a local high school. At
that time, teen-agers had to be bussed and
driven “over the hill” to San Fernando
High. The battle to get a high school
turned political when it became a cam-
paign issue in the 1942 U.S. Senate race
pitting Gorman resident George Hamilton
against incumbent Julian Beck, of San
Fernando.

A Signal editorial said Beck was hard
at work making sure Newhall did not get
its own high school. Since Beck’s home-
town benefitted from local teens coming
in every day, he didn’t want the neighbor-
ing valley to have its own high school, the
argument went.

Although 20 acres were secured for the
school in May 1940, it wouldn’t receive
students until 1946. Even then, the 75

“Quick hot water goes a

: long way to shorten dish-

washing. For it dissolves
greases in a hurry and
makes glasses shine like
crystal. No matter how
much hot water we use —
for dishes and other
household needs — our
automatic gas water
heater never lets us
down.”

— 1940s ad

ninth-graders met in Quonset huts.

Later in the decade, several bond mea-
sures were passed to pay for school build-
ings. A stadium was dedicated in 1948,
and a pool was built the next year.

Talk of war was already in the air as
early as the first morning of 1940.

The first wisps of the war were felt
when an army flying school was granted
use of a local field in early 1940. There,
the Army Air Corps Flying School would
train.

Placerita Canyon residents who lived
near the strip fought in vain against it, and
there was some concern that the drone of
the Army planes would interrupt filming
at the Monogram studio in those parts.

Signal editorials supported the school,
saying the soldiers who trained there
would soon defend the country.

As early as May 1940, residents were
called to watch for fifth column workers
— enemy spies and agents planted years
before a war to foster support for the
enemy and obtain key positions to
counter defense efforts. Supposedly, a
strong organization of fifth columnists
was at work in Los Angeles.

Until the bombing of Pearl Harbor, the
consensus in the Little Santa Clara Valley
was that the United States should not send
troops to war, but instead should be pre-
pared for possible invasion of the conti-
nental 48. Editorials decried the presi-
dent’s and nation’s lack of motivation to
churn out weapons and war supplies.

A New Year’s editorial in 1941 tried to

Please see 1940s, page 30
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assuage fears that the valley would be plunged into war
soon and motivate residents to find issues closer to home.

“Instead of looking at and worrying about the course
of events in Europe and Asia, look at the course of events
in Newhall and Soledad Township.

“None of us are big enough or important enough to
have any special influence on national or international
events, not to speak of state and county events. Nothing
we can do can change or improve matters in these fields.

“But right here in our own back yard, we can do some-
thing, In fact, we have done something ...

“The formation and work of the newly organized
Newhall Chamber of Commerce is only one of many
manifestations of this community spirit.”

That mood changed during the year, and by the time
Japan bombed Pearl Harbor on Dec. 7, 1941, The Signal
was calling on residents to sacrifice for the war effort.

The front page of the Dec. 12 issue, the first after the
Pearl Harbor attack, read in large bolddace: ‘““The war has
come to Newhall with an impact that was felt by every
man, woman and child.”

The paper reported that the day after Dec. 7, the town

turned into a martial camp. Two army battalions set up in
a park and at Newhall School. Searchlights started to
pierce the sky each night, looking for enemy aircraft.
Huge anti-aircraft guns were rolled into place, ready to
shoot down Nazi and Japanese planes.

Twelve Japanese residents were detained Dec. 8 by
Army officers and sheriff’s deputies to question their
background and loyalty. Under a national edict, everyone
of Japanese descent could be arrested and questioned.

Also, two Germans living in Castaic were arrested and
accused of being spies. Siegfred Julius Deitzman, 32,
and Clementine Dietzman, 57, were suspected of being
fifth columnists because they had a camera and letters
from Germany. The FBI took the case and the Dietzmans
weren’t seen on The Signal’s pages again.

Instructions for blackouts were printed on the front
page for several weeks. An Army ordinance stated any-
one who didn’t dim their lights enough during blackouts
could be prosecuted.

Inside The Signal’s pages, a drastic change took place,
not in what was covered, but in the advertisements.
Suddenly, gas, electric and telephone companies asked
people to curtail the use of their services. Before, utilitics
begged people to use more gas and electricity and to
make more calls.

But that ended. Energy sources had to be spared for

Photo courtesy SCV Historical Society
It was opening day at Fielding S. Wood’s sandwich shop next door to the Saugus Cafe in 1941, but a runaway truck destroyed the new business.

war efforts. Rationing hit early in 1942, and the town
took part in tire and scrap metal drives. A war bond quota
was slapped on each municipality, and Soledad
Township beat its quota for each bond series.

The Signal shrank to about four pages a week in an
effort to save newsprint.

Several hot issues were put on hold until after the war,
including the new high school and a possible hog ranch
invasion. Instead, readers received a regular update on
men in the service. A column called “Mrs. America
Meets the War” gave tips on cleaning without bleach,
cooking on rations and keeping the family entertained
during blackouts.

More than 3,000 men from the Santa Clarita and
Antelope valleys had their draft numbers called up dur-
ing the war. The Signal printed long lists of names sev-
eral times a year. Of those called off to fight, 18 died.
After the war, a memorial was commissioned.

In early 1942, publisher Fred Trueblood took a strong
stance against Jehovah’s Witnesses who visited the val-
ley each week, preaching on sidewalks and doorsteps
against the war.

He wrote in an editorial May 1: “It is time that some-
thing be done about that politic-religious sect which
styles itself Jehovah’s Witnesses ... These politic-reli-

Please see 1940s, page 32
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gious termites are not wanted in Newhall.
They have no church and few, if any,
communicants here. At least 999 out of
1,000 residents resent their presence.
Nobody wants them to come here or stay
here. They are the rankest kind of intrud-
ers and troublemakers.”

Another editorial that year stated that
“A Jap sitting on an American flag” was
less dangerous to America’s moral senses
than Jehovah’s Witnesses preaching
against the war.

The paper also applauded when a
group of cowboys beat up a team of
Jehovah’s Witnesses in mid-May.
Supposedly, a group of highway patrol
officers laughed while watching the
attack and did nothing to interfere.

In a news story, a Signal staffer wrote:
“The complainants, however, probably
neglected to state that the incident was the
result of the spontaneous, unanimous
resentment against subversion and disloy-
alty on the part of the whole town, and
that while only a few individuals took part
in the chastisement, everybody else
approved.”

Although the war dominated most peo-
ple’s thoughts during the early *40s, other
events ‘managed to compete with Hitler

for the limelight.

In May 1941, residents took time out to
attend the gala opening of the American
Theater, a movie house donated by silent
film star William S. Hart.

All1400 seats were sold at 50 cents each
and the audience enjoyed a double fea-
ture: “The Earl of Puddlestone” and
“Here Comes Happiness.” Hart made a

ordered organizers of the annual
Newhall-Saugus Rodeo to limit the num-
ber of people attending. In 1942, only
5,000 people were allowed in Bonelli
Stadium, now known as Saugus
Speedway, which housed more than
20,000 people for the rodeo in 1941.

The war was further brought home
when Bermite opened an explosives fac-

“It is time that something be done about that politic-
religious sect which styles itself Jehovah’s Witnesses ...
These politic-religious termites are not wanted in
Newhall. They have no church and few, if any, com-
municants here. At least 999 out of 1,000 residents
resent their presence. Nobody wants them to come
here or stay here. They are the rankest kind of intrud-

b3
ers and troublemakers.

— Fred Trueblood, editorial dated May 1, 1942

dramatic entrance in western attire and
made a speech touching on how much he
loved the community and films.

After opening night, prices dropped to
30 cents for adults and 10 cents for chil-
dren. Films were shown Thursday
through Saturday, and when they weren’t
rolling, the theater doubled as the
American Legion Post, as it does today.

During the war years, the Army

EVERGREEN ANIMAL
HOSPITAL

e Internal Medicine ¢ Dermatology
e Dentistry * Surgery ¢ Medicated Bath

e Ear Cropping

e X-Rays ¢ Vaccinations

* Spay & Neuter

CALL FOR SPECIAL VACCINE
PRICES AND SPAYS & NEUTERS.

OUR LOCATION
23947 San Fernando Rd.
1 Block East of William S. Hart Park

Prices subject to change without notice.
Hospital Hours: Mon.-Fri.7 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Sat. 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Closed Sundays

Call (800) 254-3102

Soledad

COME SEE OUR FACILITIES
FOR BOARDING, PET STORE
& GROOMING |

We carry all kinds of food & accessories.
Prescription diets available.
Grooming for all breeds of dogs and cats.

CALL (805) 255-9344

PET STORE HOURS:

MON.-FRI. 8 A.M.-6 P.M.
SAT. 8 AM.-5 P.M.

tory in Saugus. In May 1942, Bermite
landed a top-secret government contract
that forced the company to hire 300 more
workers to man a third shift, dubbed the
MacArthur shift. The company wanted its
work force to be 70 percent women, and
only American-born people were eligible
to be hired.

The factory was heavily fortified. The
Army patrolled the perimeters and sen-

tries were ordered to shoot trespassers on
sight. Later, it was learned Bermite was
making powder for bullets and bombs.

In June, Fred Trueblood temporarily
resigned as publisher to join the U.S Navy
civilian staff. His wife, Anne, and Mark
Trueblood ran the paper in his absence.
Fred returned in 1944.

By 1943, the country was midway
through the war and the paper reflected an
entrenched attitude: Yes, this is war. Yes,
it’s not over yet. And yes, the end is not in
sight. So buy war bonds.

During 1943, several businesses in
town closed because they didn’t have
enough employees. Saugus Cafe closed
its doors and didn’t reopen for a year.

Crops were in danger because past
farm hands were harvesting death over-
seas instead of rows of potatoes. A nation-
wide call for volunteers to help bring in
the needed crops was put out. People
were asked to plant “Victory Gardens”
and the Southland was given a quota of
100,000 gardens.

This prompted acting publisher Anne
Trueblood to ask Newhall Water Co.
whether it had enough water for victory
gardens, and if so, could it give residents
a discount. The water company replied
that no, it did not have the extra the water.
In fact, it said, it had a hard time provid-

Please see 1940s, page 33
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1940s

Continued from page 32

ing water to the entire valley on a regular
basis.

Trueblood shot back in an edito-
rial that it was a pitiful state the val-
ley was in if the water company can’t
even meet current needs. She brought
up the annual brush fires and the need
for fire hydrants. Trueblood called for a
symposium to study the water situation.
No such meeting was ever held, but a few
years after the war, Newhall Water Co. start-
ed finding new wells and bringing more
water to a growing valley. Newhall received \
the valley’s first fire hydrants in 1946.

By 1944, the end of the war was in sight. Ads
encouraged women to “dream of that brand new
kitchen you can have after the war.”

Army troops stationed in the valley were with- \¢
drawn in January of that year. Southern California \;
Edison disbanded its group of sky watchers who?
searched for enemy planes each night from a hilltop.

The valley celebrated the twin atomic blasts in 1945
that brought the end of the war:

“Newhall rejoiced with all the nation Tuesday,” the
paper reported after Nagasaki and Hiroshima were
bombed. “All business suspended immediately after the
President’s broadcast. Flags were broken out ... On
Spruce Street the Firestone burglar alarm busted loose.
Led by the sheriff patrol car, a cavalcade of motor cars
swept up and down with wildly blasting horns. People on
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Bill Hart starts last
long journey from his
\old home on the hill

Bill Hart came down the hill from the Horseshoe for
e last time Wednesday, a little before noon.
hey brought him home, a little ahead of the formal
ces at Forest Lawn, for a farewell Lo the big house,
ich he had lived for 20 years.
nly a few people were there, a few [rom Newhall
had been invited by Bill Junior and C. G. Frost,
il as guardians. Hardly anybody in Newhall—even
B his closest friends—knew that Bill was home.
he great living room the service was short and
Rev. Davidson read the Apostles Creed and
udy Vallee sang The Last Round-Up.
hey carried Bill down the hill.
ill Hart's formal funeral at the Church
al in Forest Lawn Wednesday afternoon,
folks went down to pay their last

d the last great Round-Up call at 11:20
California Lutheran hospital, answered
sleep—just slipped away to fill that empty
Will Rogers at the “point of the herd,”
d of many months ago.

at the hospital since June 6, when his
pme too critical for the nurses in his
A in the hospital, part of the time in a
of the time in a stale of delirium, while a
Bt struggle took place over his guardianship.

His only son, Wiliam S. Hart Jr., was by his bedside
~at the end—had been there since he rushed west from

The valley bade farewell in the 1940s to cowboy
film star William S. Hart, Newhall's top celebrity.

the sidewalks answered with whoops and shrieks. A tide
of shredded packing paper appeared from somewhere.
Smiles and happy faces were universal. Victory had
come.”

An editorial in that issue applauded the development

all eat better and live better.”

In October 1943, the town lamented the death of Mary
Hart, sister to William S. Hart. A quiet funeral was held
for the 64-year-old woman.

Earlier in 1943, Hart had disclosed plans to will his
350-acre Horseshoe ranch and home to the town of
Newhall. He also told Los Angeles he would donate his
Hollywood home to that city.

The disclosure of the will upset Hart’s son, William S.
Hart Jr., who sought to change the will on the basis that
his father was not of sound mind. The younger Hart’s
attempt to get his father’s will reversed so he could
receive the million-dollar estate lasted years after his
father’s death. He was still fighting the issue in court into
the next decade.

Hart died June 25, 1946. The 81-year-old actor was
cremated several days later and interred next to his sister.

At first, the paper reported Hart had been cremated
immediately after a short service. But a few weeks later,
The Signal discovered Hart Jr. had ordered doctors to
dissect his father’s brain to determine whether the actor
was mentally disabled in his last years.

After the war, issues that had been put on hold
returned. Hart High School opened and bonds were
passed to raise funds to build the school.

In 1945 and 46, Soledad Township revived its battle
against hog farms.

The valley had long been seen as a popular place to
put hog farms. Los Angeles and the San Fernando Valley
by the 1940s had zoned hog farms out of existence.

‘Farmers looked north for new sites to raise garbage-fed

of the atomic bomb, comparing it to development of ben-  pigs.
eficial fire. It said: “We will not be exterminated. We will Please see 1940s, page 63
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m The 1950s

Rockin’

Chinchillas, hogs,
communists and
two-headed calves
mark tail-fin decade

By TIM WHYTE
Signal managing editor

ewhall had a national rodeo rop-
Ning champion, high school

sports teams called the Injuns, a
Fourth of July parade at “Slippery
Gulch,” a two-headed calf and a cham-
pion chinchilla named Mike.

Communists were rumored to be on
state election ballots, the March of
Dimes was tackling polio and stories of
heroism came home with the bodies of
local soldiers killed in the Korean War.

It was 1950. The dawn of a decade
that would bring Newhall tail fins,
sonic booms and a precursor of the
growth boom to come, as The Newhall
Land and Farming Co. unveiled its
massive plans for a new community to
be called Valencia. A

But for the time being, a Signal ad
told veterans they could own a home in
“Rancho Santa Clarita” for $7,900.

The Signal of the early-1950s had
already established a few trademarks.
Signal Owner/editor/publisher Fred
Trueblood’s “Signal Tower” column
appeared each week on page one, and
Trueblood’s editorials took government
officials to task for everything from let-
ting the military go to pot after World
War II to hauling Los Angeles trash to
the SCV and feeding it to hogs.

Trueblood railed on communism and
proclaimed U.S. superiority on the
nuclear front, saying Russia wasn’t
capable of developing atomic weapons
because of the United States’ techno-
logical superiority.

“As long as this Nation commands
these supreme assets, nobody is going
to start an atomic war,” he predicted.

But, the Towerman warily observed
in 1951: “We just feel about the atom
bomb like we feel about lightning and
thunder. If you hear the thunder the
lightning has missed you, and you are
safe — for the moment.”

Trueblood also likened hog ranches
to nuclear weapons. In June 1951, after
Los Angeles struck a new contract to
send L.A.’s trash to local hog ranches,

around the bomb shelter

Photo courtesy of Gus Trueblood
Owner/Editor/Publisher Fred Trueblood (above) carried The Signal torch during the 1950s. A Signal archive
photo (below) features an unidentified employee in the typesetting department of the 1950s.

“The great hog war
is over. The hogs

1)
have won.
— Fred Trueblood
June 14, 1951

Trueblood wrote:

“The great hog war is over. The hogs
have won.”

Due to activists’ efforts, the hog per-
mit would later be canceled, but ironi-
cally, The Signal urged Los Angeles
County to establish a trash dump here.
An editorial in 1951 said the county
“owes us a dump,” so local residents
would have a place to dispose of their
own trash.

Even with the increased coverage of

Please see 1950s, page 35
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1950s

Continued from page 34

politics on The Signal’s front pages, the
small-town community news still
played prominently. In 1951, it was
reported, poison oak in the greenery
failed to spoil the annual junior prom at
Hart High School. It’s evidence of how
times have changed: The high school
decorating committee had gone into the
canyons to gather greenery for the
prom, and accidentally gathered a large
amount of poison oak.

Also in 1951,
The Signal moved
its print shop from
its 32-year home at
636 Spruce Street,
a location where
Signal readers were
told to kick the
door a few times
should it stick.

The new location
was 104 West Sixth
Street, just around
the corner from the
Newhall sheriff’s
station.

It was a sheriff’s
station that was
becoming increas-
ingly busy with
crime, perhaps a
sign of growth and
perhaps a sign of
the valley’s prox-
imity to the grow-
ing metropolis to
the south.

Wrote Trueblood
in his Towerman
column: “Lots of

their porch lights on.

On Jan. 27, 1955, The Signal report-
ed that a mothers’ group was conduct-
ing a march on polio, just as it was dis-
closed that Judy Kill, a 14-year-old
Hart High freshman, was rushed to a
hospital with a case of the deadly dis-
ease. '

A year later, polio would vanish from
the headlines with the advent of Jonas
Salk’s polio vaccine.

The early part of the decade was
occasionally marred by bad news from
afar: A headline in 1950 reported,

Signal file photo

newspaper readers In the 1950s, the sheriff's station was in Downtown
are beginning to Newhall. The Signal would later occupy the building.

wonder who is the

biggest news feature — General
MacArthur or any Los Angeles sex
fiend.”

In 1958, a Hart High School student
was found shot to death on a lonely
road in Ventura County. The Signal’s
new story reported a Los Angeles
“queer” was accused of the murder of
Daryl Kelch, 17.

The story reported: “Officers of both
Los Angeles and Ventura counties were
of the belief that young Kelch had been
killed by one of the small army of
creeps and queers which haunt the
highways out of Hollywood and Los
Angeles.”

Aside from the “creeps and queers,”
a good deal of local concern was con-
centrated on polio. The Signal routine-
ly published front-page requests for
donations to the March of Dimes’ battle
against the disease, and local PTA
groups went door-to-door gathering
donations, asking contributors to leave

“Former Newhall boy killed on Korean
battlefield.” Pfc. Robert L. Whisler, 19,
had moved from the area, but, “Robert
spent the better part of his life in
Newhall, and can be considered the
community’s first definite casualty in
the savage battles with the North
Korean reds.”

About two years later, The Signal
published a photo of a “local boy” in
his airplane, with a story headlined:
“ENSIGN GENE KELLY SHOT
DOWN IN KOREA — DIESIN
CRASH.”

Kelly’s death spurred a Trueblood
editorial that stated, “Looks like we
need better bombers.” Trueblood
lamented the possibility that inferior
military equipment may have con-
tributed to Kelly’s death.

On a brighter note, a bit of the val-
ley’s history made big news as it was
was preserved for public enjoyment in

Please see 1950s, page 36
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1950s

Continued from page 35

1950 when the William S. Hart estate lawsuit was
decided in court. Hart, the famed cowboy film star,
had left his Horseshoe Ranch to Los Angeles County
for preservation as a public park.

However, the will was challenged by Hart’s son,
who argued his father wasn’t of sound mind when he
authored the will. A Signal headline from the trial:
“Hart Jr. says dad was affectionate but incompetent.”

The jury upheld Hart’s will, and after additional
legal jousting through the decade, William S. Hart
Park was dedicated in 1958.

The 1950s were not without their oddball news
items. There was the champion chinchilla raised by a
local couple, and the photo of a Hart High School
gymnast with a caption proclaiming, “As you can see
in this picture, Hollywood itself has no more shapely
or charming misses than Hart Hi.”

And, of course, there was the two-headed calf in
1950.

The Signal reported: “Folks who want to take a
look at California’s only double-headed calf will have
to wait at least six months, and then they will only see
it as a mounted specimen. The queer, pathetic little
animal gave up the ghost at 8 a.m. Friday at the T.C.
Wood Hereford Ranch in upper Castaic Canyon,
where it was born a week previously.”

Sizzling news indeed. Another item, this one from
1954: “COPY OF SIGNAL USED WITHOUT ITS
CONSENT IN ARSON ATTEMPT AT VAL
VERDE.”

“It has long been our contention
that the Newhall Slgnal is the only ""%
paper most interested in Newhall :
and vicinity and it is our goal not
only to report the news here thor-
oughly and accurately, but to han-
dle it with a personal touch as
kindly as we can make it, without
showing bias or favor.”

— Editorial, Aug. 12, 1954

The arsonist, it seems, had saturated a copy of the !
paper with kerosene, stuffed it into a chair and set in |
on fire, causing $4,500 damage to a home. Said the
paper’s front-page story: “The Signal would like its
readers to know that while it tries to print some hot
news occasionally, it frowns on any attempt to use it
for incendiary purposes.”

Among the “hot” news printed in the 1950s was
The Signal’s program for the Fourth of July festivities
at “Slippery Gulch,” which would become Melody
Ranch when Gene Autry purchased the Placerita
Canyon land for use as a movie set in the late-1950s.
The program, called the “Slippery Gulch Gazette,”
proclaimed in 1952 that the valley’s first “real” fire-
works show would be held at Hart High.

The Signal in 1954 also gave itself an editorial

i

plug, comparing itself to the larger papers of metro-

5 S':gnal f le photo
ease see 1950s, page 38 A train engineer gets a maJI pick-up in the 1950s.

» §
|
» |

P —————
e —————
P =,

ADJUSTABLECLOSETCOMPANY, INC. |
SN i)

SPECIALIZING IN CLOSET ORGANIZERS, GARAGE SHELVING & GABINETS, SHOWER & TUB ENCLOSURES
State Contractors Lic. # 558160

VALENCIA
NATIONAL BANK

salutes

The Signal

for 75 years of
hard work and
dedication to
the Santa Clarita Valley.

e
. ontractors
u.u ardrobe°

Free In-Home
Estimate
(805) 257-3750
(800) 245-5553

¢ One Day Installation Located in Valencia




\

. 4

)

/

4

g
IHMM'W
)
\.

i
),/

)/
wm“

\ P\
A " A
B2
',

X
Q

\

&% Helen LaPraitie

#
1 Saleswoman

At REMBX SCV
Congratulates
5 SIGNAL
On 75 years of Local Coverage

While I haven't been in Santa Clarita quite that long, for the past 7 a
years I have been a top producer at RE/MAX Realtors and I am the
#1 SALESWOMAN at REAMIX in the SCV ... So what are you
waiting for? ... Thinking of buying or selling be sure to ...

Make Your Move With...

Helen LaPrairie

#1 SALESWOMAN AT

REAMIX

255-2650 Office
253-2112 Direct x2s81

K

TOP 40
RE/MAX CALIF

TOP 1%
REALTORS
USA




38 VIGILANCE FOREVER — 75 years of The Signal 1919-1994
Continued from page 36 | R
politan Los Angeles: “It has long been our contention e ‘

NGLE COPIES, 10
LA COUNTY,
L.A. COUNTY, $3.00
s, $1.50

sl
1 YEA

ouTleE
sIX MONTH

$2.50 |

that the Newhall Signal is the only paper most inter-
ested in Newhall and vicinity and it is our goal not
only to report the news here thoroughly and accurate-
ly, but to handle it with a personal touch as kindly as
we can make it, without showing bias or favor. Help
in attaining this goal is constantly sought and always
appreciated.”

“Newhall and vicinity” would, in the coming
decades, include a place called Valencia. In 1957, The
Signal carried a top-of-the-page story headlined,
“NEWHALL RANCH REVEALS VAST DEVEL-
OPMENT PLAN FOR FUTURE.”

The plan, as it came to be realized, would be one of
the keys in the valley’s transformation from a small
town to a thriving modern suburb.

The 1950s closed with news stories that were an
odd mix of old, new and things to come. In 1959, past
and future collided as two horses were killed on Lyons
Avenue after they jumped into the street and were
struck by a Chevy sedan. The local little league

launched its season on new fields provided by o Monday miST
Newhall Land. Newhall had its own phone book, and wouldidi record—teemed
it was rumored that a dial phone system would be ‘ffm‘;“"ﬁh‘:ﬁvir {hroated
installed by 1960. sEglign®,
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The SCV name game

By JERRY REYNOLDS
For The Signal

s one looks back on the past 75
Ayears, a variety of names come
to mind.

Some have changed, and some have
stood the test of time, but nearly all of
the Santa Clarita Valley’s names can be
placed in a historical context.

To wit:

ACTON

Acton Station was established in
1876 as a depot on the Southern
Pacific Railroad, taking on a great deal
of gold, silver and other ores from
nearby mines. It was named for a
Massachusetts village.

AGUA DULCE

Spanish for “Sweet Water.” Captain
Don Pedro Fages found natural springs
in the region while chasing Spanish
army deserters in 1772.

ANGELES FOREST

The 555,520-acre San Gabriel
Timberland Reserve was created Dec.
20, 1895, becoming the Angeles
National Forest on July 1, 1908. In
September 1925, the Saugus District
was separated from the old Santa
Barbara National Forest (now Los
Padres) and attached to Los Angeles. It
is the oldest national forest in California.

BEALE’S CUT ;
General Edward F. Beale, hero of the
Mexican-American War, ambassador to
Austria, surveyor general of California
and master to the 297,000-acre Tejon
Ranch, called out the Army to hand-dig
a 90-foot-deep slash through the moun-
tains, bypassing the hazardous Old
Road through Elsmere Canyon. It was
the main route north from Los Angeles
from 1862 to 1910, when it was
replaced by the Newhall Tunnel.

BOUQUET CANYON

Originally “Live Oak Canyon,”
“Ship Ranch” (Rancho de Buque) was
started there by a French sailor,
Francois Chari, in 1843. American
map-makers spelled “Buque” as
Bouquet, changing the meaning from a
vessel to a bunch of flowers.

CANYON COUNTRY

The intersection of Soledad and Mint
Canyons was known as “Solemint”
since the 1860s. A century later, with a
growing population and mushrooming

shopping centers, community leaders
such as Arthur Evans, Dr. Everett
Phillips and entertainer Cliffie Stone
attempted to establish a Solemint Post
Office. Rejected by postal authorities,
they fell back on another name —

started as a railroad siding in 1887. The
town of Castaic was founded in 1914,
when Sam Parsons started a store to
supply workers building the Ridge
Route. Lake Castaic, part of the State
Water Project, opened in April 1972.

oto courtesy SCV Historical Society

Newhall, featured on this 1920s calendar, is among the local names

derived from historical origins.

Canyon Country — that had floated
around for a decade. The Canyon
Country Post Office was established in
1968, making the term official.

CASTAIC

An Indian word, “Kashtuk,” meaning
“eyes,” was applied to a small lake just
east of modern Lebec. Spanish explor-
ers wrote it in a variety of ways, until
Rancho Castic was granted on Nov. 22,
1843. The “1” was added to Castaic by
Yankee map-makers. Castaic Junction

ELIZABETH LAKE

This sag pond on the San Andreas
Fault was known as Rabbit Lake and La
Luguna de Chico Lopez until 1849,
when Charles Wingfield camped on its
shores with a party of pioneers bound
from Los Angeles to Visalia. His wife
went down to the pool for water,
slipped and fell in, so it was Elizabeth’s
Lake from that time on.

ELSMERE CANYON
Canada de Uvas, or Grapevine

Canyon, was an Indian trail followed by
Spanish explorers, padres, Mexican ox
carts, John C. Fremont and the
Butterfield Overland Stage, bypassed by
Beale’s Cut in 1862. Known as Fremont
Pass for a time, it was named
“Ellesmere” in 1889 by Ed Lingwood,
for his birthplace in Port Ellesmere,
England. Over the years, the spelling
was changed to its present name of
Elsmere.

GORMAN

James Gorman was an Irish immigrant
serving in the Mexican-American War,
and then as a government hunter supply-
ing meat to Ft. Tejon after 1854. He
bought the “Widow Ranch” four years
later, becoming a stop on the Butterfield
Stage route. The property was sold to
George Ralph, founder of the grocery
store chain, after Gorman’s death. The
Ralph family still owns the town.

HART PARK

Renowned western film star William
Surrey Hart bought the Horseshoe
Ranch in 1921, using it as a movie set
until he retired four years later. Hart
then began construction of a magnifi-
cent Spanish-style home on a lofty hill,
moving in during 1928 and entertain-
ing a host of celebrities, including
Robert Taylor, Will Rogers, Charlie
Russell and Barbara Stanwick. The
estate was willed to the Los Angeles
County Parks and Recreation
Department upon Hart’s death in 1946,
and is now a museum.

HASLEY CANYON
An Indian word, “Islay,” meaning
“berries.”

HUGHES LAKE

Patrick Hughes trailed 5,000 sheep
down from the Santa Maria River in
1872, settling near West Elizabeth Lake.
He later sold out to his brother Owen.

LANG
A New Yorker, John Lang, set up a
dairy farm on the banks of the Santa
Clara River (south of Shadow Pines) in
1870. Channeling nearby sulphur
springs from the mountains, he created
a spa and hotel, which became a stop
for freighters. On Sept. 5, 1876, Charles
Crocker drove a gold spike at Lang, the
final link in Southern Pacific Railroad
connecting Los Angeles with San
Francisco. A train station existed until
1971, when Southern Pacific bulldozed
it into the streambed.
Please see NAMES, page 40
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MENTRYVILLE

California Star Oil Co. renamed Pico
Springs ‘“Mentryville” in 1876, after
their superintendent, Charles A. Mentry,
drilled C.C.O. No. 4, the first commer-
cially successful oil well in the West.
Now largely abandoned, Mentry’s
home, barn, a school house and some
derricks remain behind locked gates at
the end of Pico Canyon Road.

NEWHALL

Southern Pacific Railroad founded
Newhall Depot Oct. 13, 1876, and the
town gradually grew up around the sta-
tion. It was named for Henry Mayo
Newhall, owner of the surrounding ran-
cho. This became The Newhall Land and
Farming Co. after Newhall died in 1882.

PICO CANYON

Named for Andres Pico, the Mexican
general who surrendered California to
John C. Fremont in 1847. Pico skimmed
oil in the canyon that bears his name and
used it at his San Fernando Ranch.

PLACERITA CANYON
Jose Francisco de Gracia Lopez start-

ed the first gold rush in California on
March 9, 1842, near an ancient tree
known, today, as The Oak of the Golden
Dream. Placerita, meaning “little placer
(mines),” is a state and county park.

PYRAMID LAKE

Pyramid Rock was created in 1933,
when Highway 99 was being built. The
lake and dam recalling this landmark
were completed in 1974.

RAVENNA

Manuel Ravenna was an Italian immi-
grant who set up stores in Los Angeles
and Soledad City. Southern Pacific
named its railroad station for him in 1876.
It was abandoned and destroyed in 1972.

RIDGE ROUTE

Completed in 1915, it was officially
The Tejon Route, but it quickly became
“The Ridge,” as it snaked over the tops
of the mountains. There were 942
curves between Castaic and Gorman,
adding up to 97 complete circles in 32
miles. Reworked several times, it was
abandoned in 1933, when Highway 99
was completed. There is a movement to
make it a National Historic Trail.

SAN FRANCISQUITO
Rancho San Francisco became sepa-
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rated from Mission San Fernando in
1804, covering the land from Piru
Creek to Soledad Canyon. “Little St.
Francis” Canyon was named at that
time.

SANTA CLARITA

The River and Valley of St. Clair,
Patroness of Sore Eyes, were named by
Father Juan Crespi Aug. 10, 1769. Long
confused with Santa Clara up north, A.B.
Perkins coined the term Santa Clarita, or
“Little St. Clair,” in 1946. The city of
Santa Clarita was founded Dec. 15, 1987.

SAUGUS

Saugus Station was founded Sept. 1,
1887, named for the birthplace of
Henry M. Newhall in Massachusetts.
The Indian word means “a narrow,
sandy spit of land.” A town, Surrey,
grew up around the depot, finally
changing its name to Saugus in 1915.

SOLEDAD

Explorer and army officer Don Pedro
Fages named the canyon in 1772, as it
reminded him of his home in Catalonia,
Spain. It means “homesick or “lonely.”

ST. FRANCIS DAM
The Los Angeles Department of
Water and Power built a concrete dam

in San Francisquito Canyon in 1925 to
store water brought by their aqueduct
from Owens Valley. On March 12, 1928,
the dam collapsed, drowning some 450
people and causing over $13 million in
property damage. It is the second-great-
est disaster in the state’s history.

SULPHUR SPRINGS

In 1860, Colonel Thomas F. Mitchell
started his Sulphur Springs Ranch at
Lost and Sand canyons. John Lang ran
the springs down to a health spa 11 years
later. In 1872, they started the Sulphur
Springs School in the kitchen of the
Mitchell Adobe. It is the second-oldest
school district in Los Angeles County.

TEJON

Lieutenant Francisco Ruiz’s soldiers
found a dead badger north of present
Gorman, naming the pass Tejon, or
Badger. Rancho El Tejon was granted
Nov. 11, 1843, and Ft. Tejon was estab-
lished Aug. 10, 1854. Edward F. Beale
acquired the ranch in 1865.

VALENCIA

A master-planned community dedi-
cated by The Newhall Land and
Farming Co. Aug. 20, 1967. The name
Valencia was chosen by Scott Newhall,
after the ancient Spanish city.
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m The moving pictures

Big screen.,
big valley

Film industry a focal
point for The Signal

By CAROL ROCK
Signal staff writer

“Douglas Fairbanks and his company of about 200
came up from LA. Tuesday by special train and autos
and pulled off a moving picture stunt. We did not learn
the name of the future film, but judging from what we
saw, ‘Douglas At the County Fair’ might be considered
appropriate. Market Street from the drug store to the
railroad track was decorated with yards and yards of
bunting, signs, flags, etc., not omitting the ice cream
stands along the way. There were about 40 horses in the
performance and these did their part by going through
the antics which people pay to see at a country fair.
Newhall was called “Fair Point’ for the day.”

So began The Signal’s coverage of an industry that
would contribute significantly to the development of the
Santa Clarita Valley. It has influenced architecture in
downtown Newhall, brought multi-level sound stages
to the industrial center and caused thousands of cow-
boys — rhinestone and rough-ridden — to thunder
through our canyons.

Hollywood began using the canyons and streets of
Newhall for Western movies in 1903. The first feature
produced in the valley was “Bronco Billy’s Christmas
Dinner” in 1912, starring Newhall resident Gilbert
Anderson. Newhall soon became the stomping grounds
for stars like Charlie Chaplin, who filmed parts of “The
Champion” in Newhall, and Tom Mix, who used many
downtown Newhall facades as “Mixville,” where he
and his crews staged brawls and horse races.

Mix built his own studio near the corner of Walnut
and Market Streets, from which he released his film
“Western Blood” in 1918. He favored daring stunts and
even “jumped” his steed, Tony the Wonder Horse,
across the 90-foot-deep Beale’s Cut. No actors —
equestrian or human — were ever in danger, as cine-
matic magicians “painted out” a supporting bridge
under the running horse.

In 1919, the nearest movies were shown in San
Fernando at Cody’s New Theatre. When the American
Theater, the first in the valley, opened in 1941, adults got
in for 30 cents and kids for a dime.

The valley also made its mark in the drive-in era,
sporting two car-friendly theaters; the Mustang Drive-In
in Canyon Country and the Corrall Drive-In on San
Francisquito Road. Both are now memories.

Motion picture viewers were a discerning breed even
in the early days of silent films. Movies were brought to
Newhall by road crews who were criticized by their
audiences on the front pages. The films were deemed to
be “‘of ancient vintage and poorly projected.” To quote
one activist of the day, “The people of Newhall want up-
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Photo courtesy of SCV Historical Society

Film star Tom Mix and Tony the Wonder Horse “jumped” Beale’s Cut in an early movie stunt.

to-date pictures or none at all.”

In 1921, “The Halfbreed” was being filmed in and
around Newhall. And, although its real purpose was to
provide shelter for silent film star William S. Hart’s pin-
tos, Elizabeth and Cactus Jake, the cabin on his Newhall
property was a location for “The Testing Block.” Hart
went on to use his 300-acre ranch as a location for many
more films, including “Tumbleweeds,” his last film.

In 1924, Ben Wilson Productions Corp. planned to
build a studio on the Frank LaSalle Ranch in Wiley
Canyon (near Elsmere Canyon). Accessories, machin-
ery and electrical light plants were planned by Wilson,
who hoped to use them exclusively for cowboy films.

The same year, Bob Anderson built a Western facade
on Walnut Street that included two old-time saloons
(which, The Signal noted, were “for picture purposes
only”), grocery store, blacksmith shop, bank, dry good
emporium and restaurant. Fox, Goldwyn, Thomas Ince
and Wilson Studios were already in line to use the loca-
tions as soon as they were built.

Hart’s hilltop mansion was seen in print ads across
the country, as it served as a backdrop for a promotion
of the 10 millionth Ford automobile to roll off the line.

In 1940, Hart donated a lot in downtown Newhall as
a site for a motion picture theater and lodge for

Please see MOVIES, page 44
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Continued from page 42

American Legion Post 507. The entire town of Newhall
went wild for their benefactor. Copies of The Signal
sold out, people were so eager for the good news.

A vyear later, the American Theater opened with all
seats reserved for opening night. It cost $25,000 to
build, had 400 seats and the screen was framed by tan
valances and drapery. Special prices for that event were
50 cents plus 5 cents tax. On the bill were *“The Earl of
Puddingstone” and “Here Comes Happiness,” a news-
reel and a cartoon. Hart, decked out in Western garb,
made a grand entrance, which got a standing ovation.
The event generated three pages of ads and copy.

Hart and his ailing sister, Mary Ellen, lived on the “La
Loma de los Vientos” or “Hill of the Winds” estate until
his death in 1946. He left his mansion and the sur-
rounding parkland to the people of Los Angeles County
“so that the people who spent their nickles and dimes to
watch my pictures could enjoy my home.”

Hart still made headlines even after his death, as his
son, William S. Hart, Jr., who was left out of the will,
filed a petition with the court objecting to “strangers as
guardians” of his father’s estate. After a long, drawn-out
court battle, the court ruled against young Hart and the
property became William S. Hart County Park.

Just south of the “wild and wooly” downtown, anoth-
er boom town was growing. Trem Carter of Monogram
Pictures built Western-style sets for some *“B-grade
shoot-em-up” pictures. The sets were bought by Ernie
Hickson and moved to a 100-acre parcel in Placerita

Please see MOVIES, page 84
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Cowboy film star William S. Hart was perhaps the valley’s most famous resident.
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